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CELEBRATING PUBLIC TRANSIT 

Mason Transit Authority Named 2015 Rural Community Transportation 
System of the Year! 
(From Community Transportation Association of America) Tampa, 
Fla. – June 3, 2015. Mason Transit Authority of Shelton, 
Washington, was named today the 2015 Rural Community 
Transportation System of the Year by the Community 
Transportation Association of America at its annual Awards 
Banquet, held this year in Tampa, Fla. The system was recognized 
for its efforts in improving service to its passengers and serving 
the community.  

The award, presented annually at the Association’s national EXPO, recognizes excellence by rural transit 
systems in serving the needs of people in their communities. Association Board Regional Director Barbara 
Cline, CCTM, in presenting the award, said the organization “offers proof that amazing things can happen 
when like-minded people work together for the common good. This county-wide rural operator has made 
words like innovative and creative far more than mere slogans, they are part of the agency’s everyday 
operation.” 

Cline also noted Mason Transit Authority’s After School Activities Bus service, partnership with a local tribal 
government, its vanpool service transporting more than 150 daily workers to the Puget Sound Naval 
Shipyards and the opening of the nation’s first rural, joint transit-community center as key factors in the 
system’s selection as rural system of the year.  

Jefferson Transit Authority Celebrates Grand Opening of New Building 
Jefferson Transit Authority (JTA) celebrated the opening of its new 
transportation hub at 63 Four Corners Road in Port Townsend on 
June 12.  JTA was long overdue for new 
space, they have been in an old car 
dealership for many years, with staff 
located in hallways and very limited 
space to work on vehicles. 

The new building houses administration, 
operations and maintenance for JTA.  It 
was funded through a combination of 
more than $2.4 million in federal funds, 
more than $1 million in state funds, 
nearly $1.5 million of its own money and 
$60,000 from East Jefferson Fire Rescue. 

WSTA Week in Review 
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  2015 WASHINGTON STATE LEGISLATIVE SESSION 

Legislative Update and Bill Tracking (Michael Shaw, WSTA Lobbyist) 
From June 12, 2015 
Last week ended with some optimism that the House and Senate would reach a budget deal. After the 
weekend, that optimism evaporated.  Both sides in the operating budget negotiation appear to have dug in, 
and there are reports that no additional negotiations took place this week to change that. 

The House held floor action on Thursday, while most of the Senate was out of town.  While the House 
passed a number of bills, many Representatives were excused, thus the bills that received votes were not 
particularly contentious.  With the U.S. Open starting on June 15th, next week should be very quiet.  
However, the capital budget and transportation negotiators have scheduled meetings.  While each still has 
some issues to resolve, they are reportedly making headway.  Proposals are being exchanged.  A few 
stakeholders are organizing media campaigns in support of a transportation funding package.    

The number of lobbyists haunting the capital has diminished as more of them take vacations that have 
been put off since the regular session ended in April.  More Legislators are speculating that June could end 
without a budget agreement and that they may be forced to pass temporary spending measures to avoid a 
complete state government shutdown. 

From June 5, 2015 
The first week of the second special session is now done.  It started with promise – the House 
Appropriations Committee unveiled a new operating budget proposal.  It was a response to the Senate 
proposal of last week, and it generated some optimism that both sides may be moving towards a 
compromise.  The week ended with little apparent progress. 

The new House proposal no longer relies on a B & O tax increase nor the miscellaneous repeal of various 
tax exemptions that its original budget proposal contained.  It still assumed a capital gains tax of 5% that 
would raise an additional $550 million, and contained various cuts and fund transfers.  The new proposal 
assumes the passage of HB 1966, which provides transit agencies with a B & O tax exemption related to the 
production of compressed natural gas. 

The Senate is not convinced that a capital gains tax is necessary – that is what has brought the negotiation 
to an impasse.  There are still other differences related to higher education funding, the collective 
bargaining agreements, and certain state agency budget cuts, but those seem like second tier issues 
compared to the capital gains issue. 

The transportation funding discussion is still progressing.  Rumors are that proposals regarding sales tax 
issue (use of that revenue that would be generated from transportation projects), and the low carbon fuel 
issue have been exchanged.  Some worry that if an operating budget deal is struck, the Legislature will not 
wait for the transportation funding negotiation to finish.    

When this week started, those of us outside of the various negotiations were optimistic that the Legislature 
could finish its business by mid-June.  Now, most of us think this Legislature may take the State to the brink 
of a government shutdown.    

Recent News Clippings Related to the Legislative Session 
Senator: Party split, not U.S. Open, blocks budget deal.  Bellingham Herald 
http://www.bellinghamherald.com/news/politics-government/article23916025.html     
Governor Signs Short-Term Transportation Bill Near Cheney.  NWPR 
http://nwpr.org/post/governor-signs-short-term-transportation-bill-near-cheney 
Inslee signs $5.1B transportation bill, touts Cheney rail project.  Spokesman-Review  
http://www.spokesman.com/stories/2015/jun/12/inslee-signs-51b-transportation-bill-touts-cheney/ 

http://www.bellinghamherald.com/news/politics-government/article23916025.html
http://nwpr.org/post/governor-signs-short-term-transportation-bill-near-cheney
http://www.spokesman.com/stories/2015/jun/12/inslee-signs-51b-transportation-bill-touts-cheney/
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Rivers looks to revive distracted driving bill.  Columbian 
http://www.columbian.com/news/2015/jun/11/rivers-looks-to-revive-distracted-driving-bill/ 
Transit funding for Everett Connector requires fares.  South Whidbey Record 
http://www.southwhidbeyrecord.com/news/306703131.html 
New Washington law will allow Silver Alerts for missing seniors.  Spokesman-Review  
http://www.spokesman.com/stories/2015/jun/11/new-washington-law-will-allow-silver-alerts-for/ 
State budget negotiations moving slowly.  Crosscut 
http://crosscut.com/2015/06/state-budget-negotiators-appear-to-be-on-slow-boat/ 
2nd Spec Sess Day 13: Inslee saying 'as little as I can' on budget.  Spokesman-Review 
http://www.spokesman.com/blogs/spincontrol/2015/jun/10/2nd-spec-sess-day-13-inslee-saying-little-i-
can-budget/ 
Inslee mum on status of state budget talks.  Spokesman-Review  
http://www.spokesman.com/stories/2015/jun/11/inslee-mum-on-status-of-state-budget-talks/ 
Senate budget negotiator: No deal on spending level yet.  KOMO 
http://www.komonews.com/news/local/Senate-budget-negotiator-No-deal-on-spending-level-yet-
306562081.html 
2 Spec Sess Day 11: Tentative budget agreement on ropes.  Spokesman-Review 
http://www.spokesman.com/blogs/spincontrol/2015/jun/08/2-spec-sess-day-11-tentative-budget-
agreement-ropes/ 
2nd Spec Sess Day 7 Budget Update: Still no agreement on spending levels.  Spokesman-Review 
http://www.spokesman.com/blogs/spincontrol/2015/jun/04/2nd-spec-sess-day-7-budget-update-still-no-
agreement-spending-levels/ 
Washington state budget negotiators still wrestling with budget spending level.  Spokesman-Review 
http://www.spokesman.com/stories/2015/jun/05/washington-state-budget-negotiators-still/ 
House Democrats offer revised budget proposal; government to shut down at end of month if no deal.  
KCPQ 
http://q13fox.com/2015/06/01/department-shut-downs-and-worker-layoffs-looming-as-lawmakers-
wrestle-over-budget/ 
Democrats scale back tax proposal.  KING 
http://www.king5.com/story/news/politics/2015/06/01/democrats-scale-back-tax-proposal/28332005/ 
House Democrats release revised state budget plan.  Longview Daily News 
http://tdn.com/news/state-and-regional/house-democrats-release-revised-state-budget-
plan/article_539b6fde-0790-5297-bc57-357d804a8e7c.html 
2 Spec Sess Day 4: New budget plan a big step or a long way off?  Spokesman-Review 
http://www.spokesman.com/blogs/spincontrol/2015/jun/01/2-spec-sess-day-4-new-budget-plan-big-
step-or-long-way/ 
House Democrats offer $38.4 billion budget plan.  Spokesman-Review  
http://www.spokesman.com/stories/2015/jun/02/house-democrats-offer-384b-budget-plan/ 
Lawmakers remain at odds over budget.  Columbian 
http://www.columbian.com/news/2015/jun/01/washington-lawmakers-budget-special-session/ 
Inslee’s carbon plan dead but capital gains tax still alive.  Crosscut 
http://crosscut.com/2015/06/insoles-carbon-plan-dead-but-capital-gains-tax-still-alive/ 
Inslee To Convene Washington Budget Negotiations.  KUOW 
http://kuow.org/post/inslee-convene-washington-budget-negotiations 
Washington Legislature's to-do list hasn't changed much.  Columbian 
http://www.columbian.com/news/2015/may/30/washington-legislatures-to-do-list-hasnu2019t/ 
Gov. Inslee: Lawmakers made no 'significant progress' toward state budget.  MyNorthwest 
http://mynorthwest.com/11/2767400/Gov-Inslee-Lawmakers-made-no-significant-progress-toward-
state-budget 

Important Links During Session 
Helpful links to see proposed budgets and legislation, and to monitor committee schedules: 

 Senate Transportation Committee: 
http://www.leg.wa.gov/senate/committees/TRAN/Pages/default.aspx 

http://www.columbian.com/news/2015/jun/11/rivers-looks-to-revive-distracted-driving-bill/
http://www.southwhidbeyrecord.com/news/306703131.html
http://www.spokesman.com/stories/2015/jun/11/new-washington-law-will-allow-silver-alerts-for/
http://crosscut.com/2015/06/state-budget-negotiators-appear-to-be-on-slow-boat/
http://www.spokesman.com/blogs/spincontrol/2015/jun/10/2nd-spec-sess-day-13-inslee-saying-little-i-can-budget/
http://www.spokesman.com/blogs/spincontrol/2015/jun/10/2nd-spec-sess-day-13-inslee-saying-little-i-can-budget/
http://www.spokesman.com/stories/2015/jun/11/inslee-mum-on-status-of-state-budget-talks/
http://www.komonews.com/news/local/Senate-budget-negotiator-No-deal-on-spending-level-yet-306562081.html
http://www.komonews.com/news/local/Senate-budget-negotiator-No-deal-on-spending-level-yet-306562081.html
http://www.spokesman.com/blogs/spincontrol/2015/jun/08/2-spec-sess-day-11-tentative-budget-agreement-ropes/
http://www.spokesman.com/blogs/spincontrol/2015/jun/08/2-spec-sess-day-11-tentative-budget-agreement-ropes/
http://www.spokesman.com/blogs/spincontrol/2015/jun/04/2nd-spec-sess-day-7-budget-update-still-no-agreement-spending-levels/
http://www.spokesman.com/blogs/spincontrol/2015/jun/04/2nd-spec-sess-day-7-budget-update-still-no-agreement-spending-levels/
http://www.spokesman.com/stories/2015/jun/05/washington-state-budget-negotiators-still/
http://q13fox.com/2015/06/01/department-shut-downs-and-worker-layoffs-looming-as-lawmakers-wrestle-over-budget/
http://q13fox.com/2015/06/01/department-shut-downs-and-worker-layoffs-looming-as-lawmakers-wrestle-over-budget/
http://www.king5.com/story/news/politics/2015/06/01/democrats-scale-back-tax-proposal/28332005/
http://tdn.com/news/state-and-regional/house-democrats-release-revised-state-budget-plan/article_539b6fde-0790-5297-bc57-357d804a8e7c.html
http://tdn.com/news/state-and-regional/house-democrats-release-revised-state-budget-plan/article_539b6fde-0790-5297-bc57-357d804a8e7c.html
http://www.spokesman.com/blogs/spincontrol/2015/jun/01/2-spec-sess-day-4-new-budget-plan-big-step-or-long-way/
http://www.spokesman.com/blogs/spincontrol/2015/jun/01/2-spec-sess-day-4-new-budget-plan-big-step-or-long-way/
http://www.spokesman.com/stories/2015/jun/02/house-democrats-offer-384b-budget-plan/
http://www.columbian.com/news/2015/jun/01/washington-lawmakers-budget-special-session/
http://crosscut.com/2015/06/insoles-carbon-plan-dead-but-capital-gains-tax-still-alive/
http://kuow.org/post/inslee-convene-washington-budget-negotiations
http://www.columbian.com/news/2015/may/30/washington-legislatures-to-do-list-hasnu2019t/
http://mynorthwest.com/11/2767400/Gov-Inslee-Lawmakers-made-no-significant-progress-toward-state-budget
http://mynorthwest.com/11/2767400/Gov-Inslee-Lawmakers-made-no-significant-progress-toward-state-budget
http://www.leg.wa.gov/senate/committees/TRAN/Pages/default.aspx
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 House Transportation Committee: 
http://www.leg.wa.gov/house/committees/TR/Pages/default.aspx 

 Washington State Legislature website:  http://leg.wa.gov/ 

 Office of Financial Management Budget website (for the Governor’s documents):  
http://www.ofm.wa.gov/budget15/bills/default.asp 

 Legislative Evaluation & Accountability Program Committee (LEAP) (enacted and proposed budgets 
(Governor, House and Senate), project lists, etc.:  http://leap.leg.wa.gov/leap/default.asp 

 Washington State Public Affairs TV Network (TVW): http://www.tvw.org/index.cfm?bhcp=1 

 The Capitol Record (TVW’s blog about state government and the Legislature):  
http://capitolrecord.tvw.org/about-capitol-record/#.VLBlBCvF95Q 

 Washington State Wire (independent news organization focusing on Washington state politics):  
http://washingtonstatewire.com/ 

THIS WEEK’S NEWS AND INFORMATION 

Help wanted: WSDOT seeks public input on how to improve collaboration 
Residents across the state still have time to help the Washington State Department of Transportation 
determine how the agency can best engage and collaborate with partners, stakeholders, tribes, 
communities and the public.  

From the earliest planning stages through project and service delivery, the WSDOT Community Engagement 
Plan will guide the agency’s outreach and engagement efforts. Those efforts will continue into the 
maintenance and operations of a project, and help inform the outreach the agency conducts for future 
projects. The plan is designed to help increase consent on decisions, improve understanding, and improve 
public access to information and decision making.  

Comments on the plan can be submitted by email tobenniob@wsdot.wa.gov and will be accepted until 
Monday, June 22.  

The agency’s strategic plan, Results WSDOT, directs WSDOT to strengthen partnerships to increase 
credibility, drive priorities and inform decision making. The Community Engagement Plan is consistent with 
Results WSDOT, state law and federal expectations.  

FTA Seeks Input on Website Redesign 
The Federal Transit Administration (FTA) is preparing to undergo a comprehensive redesign of its website 
and is seeking input from its stakeholders.  Please take a moment to complete a brief survey to assist FTA 
with this undertaking.  Link to the FTA website survey here.  If you have questions, you may contact the 
FTA's Valerie Berton at valerie.berton@dot.gov. 

Uber chief touts service as answer to public transportation gaps 
Read more at this link. 

Recently Released  
June 15, 2015 Government Fleets at this link (includes “How to recruit and retain technicians”). 

FTA Region 10 Bulletins 

NUMBER  DATE  SUBJECT  

 2015-19   06-12-15   ITS America Shared Use Mobility Symposium 

 2015-18   05-22-15   TrAMS Update and Required Actions for Mitigation of Information from TEAM to TrAMS 

 2015-16   05-07-15   NTI NTD Safety and Security Reporting Webinars 

 2015-15   05-01-15   Transportation Planning Information Exchange Webinar on Public Involvement Tools 

http://www.leg.wa.gov/house/committees/TR/Pages/default.aspx
http://leg.wa.gov/
http://www.ofm.wa.gov/budget15/bills/default.asp
http://leap.leg.wa.gov/leap/default.asp
http://www.tvw.org/index.cfm?bhcp=1
http://capitolrecord.tvw.org/about-capitol-record/#.VLBlBCvF95Q
http://washingtonstatewire.com/
http://www.wsdot.wa.gov/NR/rdonlyres/B22F4535-1CEE-4F97-B2AC-ABB55B8DE723/0/CEPPublicCommentDraftforweb.pdf
http://www.wsdot.wa.gov/NR/rdonlyres/B22F4535-1CEE-4F97-B2AC-ABB55B8DE723/0/CEPPublicCommentDraftforweb.pdf
mailto:benniob@wsdot.wa.gov
http://www.wsdot.wa.gov/Secretary/ResultsWSDOT.htm
http://www.mmsend54.com/link.cfm?r=295001556&sid=76503145&m=10311862&u=APTA&j=28115098&s=https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/FTAWebsiteUserSurvey
mailto:valerie.berton@dot.gov
http://www.metro-magazine.com/management-operations/news/294440/uber-chief-touts-service-as-answer-to-public-transportation-gaps?ref=Express-Friday-NEW-20150605&utm_campaign=Express-Friday-NEW-20150605&utm_source=Email&utm_medium=Enewsletter
http://digital.government-fleet.com/June2015#&pageSet=0&contentItem=0
http://www.fta.dot.gov/regions/region10/region10_16243.html
http://www.fta.dot.gov/regions/region10/region10_16243.html
http://www.fta.dot.gov/regions/region10/region10_16243.html
http://www.fta.dot.gov/regions/region10/region10_16471.html
http://www.fta.dot.gov/regions/region10/region10_16470.html
http://www.fta.dot.gov/regions/region10/region10_16458.html
http://www.fta.dot.gov/regions/region10/region10_16446.html
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FROM APTA’S PASSENGER TRANSPORT & LEGISLATIVE 

UPDATES 

APTA Legislative Alert, June 12, 2015 
House Passes FY 2016 Transportation-HUD Appropriations Bill  
Tuesday evening, the House of Representatives finished floor debate and passed, by a vote of 216 - 210, 
the Fiscal Year (FY) 2016 Transportation, Housing and Urban Development and Related Agencies (THUD) 
Appropriations bill. The House voted on the first series of amendments to the bill last week, and completed 
amendments before voting for final passage late Tuesday night. 

As with the Committee-approved bill, the final House THUD FY 2016 Appropriations bill funds the core 
Federal Transit Administration (FTA) formula programs at the FY 2015 enacted level of $8.595 billion 
(funded from the Highway Trust Fund Mass Transit Account). The measure provides another $2.15 billion 
for transit programs funded from the General Fund, including $1.92 billion for FTA Capital Investment 
Grants (New Starts and Core Capacity). Other programs such as TIGER Grants, Amtrak Capital and Debt 
Service Grants, Washington Metropolitan Area Transit Authority (WMATA), as well as many programs 
funded by General Funds saw cuts. A chart showing FY 2015 enacted levels compared to the President's 
request, as well as the House FY 2016 appropriations can be found here. 

Below are the results of the amendments postponed from last week and voted on Tuesday: 

 An amendment offered by Representative Marsha Blackburn (R-TN) that would reduce spending for 
all accounts in the bill by 1 percent. This amendment was defeated by a roll call vote of 163 – 259. 

 An amendment offered by Representative Bill Posey (R-FL) prohibiting funds from being used by 
DOT to finance a new passenger rail project that runs from Orlando to Miami through Indian River 
County, Florida. The amendment's sponsor seeks to prevent funding from being provided for the 
"All Aboard Florida" project. This amendment was defeated by a roll call vote of 163 – 260. 

 An amendment offered by Representative Pete Sessions (R-TX) prohibiting funds from being used 
by Amtrak to support the route with the highest loss, measured by contributions/(loss) per rider. 
The amendment would eliminate the "Sunset Limited" line from New Orleans to Los Angeles. This 
amendment was defeated by a roll call vote of 205 – 218. 

 An amendment offered by Representative Pete Sessions (R-TX) prohibiting funds from being used 
by Amtrak to operate any route whose operating costs exceed two times its revenues based on the 
National Railroad Passenger Corporation FY2014-2018 Five Year Plan from April 2014. The 
amendment sponsor seeks to eliminate funding for Amtrak's long distance routes. This amendment 
was defeated by a roll call vote of 186 – 237. 

 An amendment offered by Representative Bill Posey (R-FL) prohibiting funds from being used to 
authorize private activity bonds to finance passenger rail projects that do use vehicles reasonably 
expected to be capable of attaining a maximum speed in excess of 150 mph. The amendment's 
sponsor objects to the approval of private activity bonds for the "All Aboard Florida" project. APTA's 
Recommendations for Surface Transportation Authorization seek to broaden eligibility and 
encourage greater use of private activity bonds in public transportation. This amendment was 
defeated by a roll call vote of 148 – 275. 

 An amendment offered by Representative Bill Posey (R-FL) prohibiting funds from being used to 
make a loan in an amount that exceeds $600 million under title V of the Railroad Revitalization and 
Regulatory Reform Act of 1976. Again, the amendment's sponsor objects to the approval of a 
Railroad Rehabilitation and Improvement Financing (RRIF) Program loan application for the "All 
Aboard Florida" project. APTA's Recommendations for Surface Transportation Authorization seek to 

http://www.mmsend54.com/link.cfm?r=295001556&sid=76581060&m=10320301&u=APTA&j=28134031&s=http://images.magnetmail.net/images/clients/APTA/attach/FY_2016_THUD_Appropriations_Table_FullHouse.xlsx
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greatly expand, rather than limit the use of the DOT/FRA RRIF loan program. This amendment was 
defeated by a roll call vote of 134 – 287. 

In addition to the votes postponed from last week, several new transit amendments were offered late in 
the day on Tuesday. Representative Patrick Meehan (R-PA) offered an amendment prohibiting funds from 
being used by Amtrak for projects off of the Northeast Corridor (NEC) until the amount spend on capital 
projects on the NEC in FY 2016 equals the amount of Amtrak's profits from that line in FY 2015. This 
amendment was defeated by a roll call vote of 199 – 227. Representative Tom Emmer (R-MN) also offered 
an amendment prohibiting funds from being used to carry out enrichment for any New Start grant request. 
This amendment was also defeated by a roll call vote of 212 – 214. 

Late on Tuesday, an amendment was offered by Representative Karen Bass (D-CA) which prohibits funds 
from being used by the FTA to implement, administer, or enforce section 18.36(c)(2) of title 49, Code of 
Federal Regulations, in order to promote "local hire" initiatives for construction hiring purposes. This 
amendment was adopted by voice vote. In response to the regulatory docket on the U.S. Department of 
Transportation's Notice of Proposed Rulemaking on Geographic-Based Hiring Preferences in Administering 
Federal Awards [Docket DOT–OST–2015–0013], APTA recently provided comments expressing the views of 
the industry. 

Another amendment adopted by voice vote was one offered by Representative Jeff Denham (R-CA) 
prohibiting funds from being used for high-speed rail in California or for the California High-Speed Rail 
Authority. 

This legislation will now be sent to the Senate, where the Appropriations Committee has not yet scheduled 
a mark-up of their version of a Transportation-HUD bill. 

Senate Commerce Committee Holds Hearing on Passenger Rail Safety  
On Wednesday, June 10, 2015, the Senate Committee on Commerce, Science, and Transportation will held 
a hearing titled, "Passenger Rail Safety: Accident Prevention and On-Going Efforts to Implement Train 
Control Technology". The hearing focused on the efforts to prevent passenger rail accidents, particularly 
through the use of train control technology. Witnesses included: 

 The Honorable Tho "Bella" Dinh-Zarr, Vice Chairman, National Transportation Safety Board 
 Mr. Robert Lauby, Associate Administrator for Safety / Chief Safety Officer, U.S. Department of 

Transportation, Federal Railroad Administration 
 Mr. Charles Mathias, Associate Bureau Chief, Federal Communications Commission, Wireless 

Telecommunications Bureau 
 Mr. DJ Stadtler, Executive Vice President / Chief Operations Officer, Amtrak 

Chairman John Thune (R-SD) acknowledged the challenges that many railroads have faced in their PTC 
installation efforts. He stated, "While I fully support the implementation of PTC, for years I have noted the 
complexity of its full implementation for both passenger and certain freight railroads." He went on to say, 
"Many challenges weren't fully understood or appreciated when PTC was mandated in 2008 following the 
tragic Metrolink accident in California or when railroads drafted their initial PTC implementation plans 
following the final implementing rule in 2010." And, lastly, he affirmed the need to for Congress to extend 
the current PTC installation deadline stating, "Understanding that there is broad agreement on the need for 
a deadline extension, I hope Congress can soon come together on a thoughtful, revised implementation 
framework for this important safety technology." 

Ranking Member Bill Nelson (D-FL) also conceded that railroads have endured PTC implementation 
challenges and was steadfast on the need to move forward. He stated, "Undoubtedly, the installation of 
PTC is complex. However, talking about the technical challenges will not make them go away. If we want to 
get this technology installed quickly, then we must do more." He also commented on the need to protect 
victims of rail accidents stating, "It is time to reevaluate the (compensation award) cap to ensure that 
victims of these crashes are adequately compensated." 

http://www.mmsend54.com/link.cfm?r=295001556&sid=76581061&m=10320301&u=APTA&j=28134031&s=http://www.apta.com/gap/fedreg/Documents/DOT-OST-2015-0013-NPRM-Geographic-Based%20Hiring%20Preferences%20in%20Administering%20Federal%20Awards.pdf
http://www.mmsend54.com/link.cfm?r=295001556&sid=76581061&m=10320301&u=APTA&j=28134031&s=http://www.apta.com/gap/fedreg/Documents/DOT-OST-2015-0013-NPRM-Geographic-Based%20Hiring%20Preferences%20in%20Administering%20Federal%20Awards.pdf
http://www.mmsend54.com/link.cfm?r=295001556&sid=76581062&m=10320301&u=APTA&j=28134031&s=http://www.apta.com/gap/fedreg/Documents/APTA%20Comments%20on%20DOT%E2%80%93OST%E2%80%932015%E2%80%930013_6Apr15(Final).pdf
http://www.mmsend54.com/link.cfm?r=295001556&sid=76581062&m=10320301&u=APTA&j=28134031&s=http://www.apta.com/gap/fedreg/Documents/APTA%20Comments%20on%20DOT%E2%80%93OST%E2%80%932015%E2%80%930013_6Apr15(Final).pdf
http://www.mmsend54.com/link.cfm?r=295001556&sid=76581063&m=10320301&u=APTA&j=28134031&s=http://www.commerce.senate.gov/public/?a=Files.Serve&File_id=0c64d59c-fa66-4c46-b3ee-1a2cefb4c145
http://www.mmsend54.com/link.cfm?r=295001556&sid=76581064&m=10320301&u=APTA&j=28134031&s=http://www.commerce.senate.gov/public/?a=Files.Serve&File_id=84833a1b-0649-45f1-838a-f4678d1195ed
http://www.mmsend54.com/link.cfm?r=295001556&sid=76581064&m=10320301&u=APTA&j=28134031&s=http://www.commerce.senate.gov/public/?a=Files.Serve&File_id=84833a1b-0649-45f1-838a-f4678d1195ed
http://www.mmsend54.com/link.cfm?r=295001556&sid=76581065&m=10320301&u=APTA&j=28134031&s=http://www.commerce.senate.gov/public/?a=Files.Serve&File_id=0b47d3a7-4930-4eb8-962a-d1f0a381d38f
http://www.mmsend54.com/link.cfm?r=295001556&sid=76581065&m=10320301&u=APTA&j=28134031&s=http://www.commerce.senate.gov/public/?a=Files.Serve&File_id=0b47d3a7-4930-4eb8-962a-d1f0a381d38f
http://www.mmsend54.com/link.cfm?r=295001556&sid=76581066&m=10320301&u=APTA&j=28134031&s=http://www.commerce.senate.gov/public/?a=Files.Serve&File_id=ab6847d4-183a-45c4-9ce1-eb15d9bb740d
http://www.mmsend54.com/link.cfm?r=295001556&sid=76581067&m=10320301&u=APTA&j=28134031&s=http://www.commerce.senate.gov/public/index.cfm?p=Hearings&ContentRecord_id=6a5cd713-f288-44d9-9435-04340e2fcff9&Statement_id=387a38ac-b63d-4bf8-9e65-4d37573df134&ContentType_id=14f995b9-dfa5-407a-9d35-56cc7152a7ed&Group_id=b06c39af-e033-4cba-9221-de668ca1978a&MonthDisplay=6&YearDisplay=2015
http://www.mmsend54.com/link.cfm?r=295001556&sid=76581068&m=10320301&u=APTA&j=28134031&s=http://www.commerce.senate.gov/public/index.cfm?p=Hearings&ContentRecord_id=6a5cd713-f288-44d9-9435-04340e2fcff9&Statement_id=00abe521-6d13-4d1a-bc01-fc1409741552&ContentType_id=14f995b9-dfa5-407a-9d35-56cc7152a7ed&Group_id=b06c39af-e033-4cba-9221-de668ca1978a&MonthDisplay=6&YearDisplay=2015
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Associate Administrator Lauby also noted implementation challenges specifically regarded funding. He 
testified that the FRA has long stated that a lack of public sector funding may cause unwanted delays in 
fully implementing PTC. He also reiterated the Administration's position that the FRA be granted authority 
to review, approve, and provisionally certify PTC plans on a railroad-by-railroad basis. Most notably, he 
clarified that the FRA is preparing take a range of enforcement actions against railroads that do not meet 
the 12/31/15 PTC implementation deadline. 

Federal Communications Commission Associate Bureau Chief Mathias offered an overview of some 
complexities of acquiring the spectrum necessary for PTC systems and issues surrounding the installation of 
PTC-related infrastructure including PTC poles. Numerous issues and questions related to PTC spectrum 
were raised during the hearing. Inexplicably, Mathias from the FCC indicated in several instances that as far 
as the FCC was aware, commuter railroads had access to all of the communications spectrum they needed. 
However, according to a recent APTA survey of the nation's commuter railroads, 54 percent do not have 
complete access to all of the necessary spectrum required to fully implement PTC. This point was made 
during the hearing in clarification of the FCC statements. APTA data was used at numerous points 
throughout the hearing clarifying costs and challenges our commuter railroads face in completing the 
implementation of PTC. 

To view the hearing in its entirety or to read the prepared remarks offered by the witnesses, please visit the 
committee website here. 

Hearings Scheduled in House Ways and Means and Senate Finance Committees on Highway Trust Fund 
Finance Needs  
Under rather short notice, each of the tax-writing committees in Congress has scheduled a hearing for next 
week to examine transportation funding needs and the challenges facing the Highway Trust Fund and its 
revenue stream. 

On Wednesday, June 17, the House Committee on Ways and Means will hold a hearing on Long-Term 
Financing of the Highway Trust Fund. The hearing will take place at 10:00 a.m. in room 1100 of the 
Longworth House Office Building. As this Legislative Alert was being completed, the witness list for the 
hearing had not yet been announced. For more information on this hearing, visit the committee website 
here. 

On Thursday, June 18, the Senate Committee on Finance will hold a hearing titled "Dead End, No Turn 
Around, Danger Ahead: Challenges to the Future of Highway Funding". The hearing will take place at 10:00 
a.m. in room 215 of the Dirksen Senate Office Building. For more information on this hearing, visit the 
committee website here. The witnesses will include: 

 Dr. Joseph Kile, Assistant Director for Microeconomic Studies Division, Congressional Budget Office 
 The Honorable Ray LaHood, Senior Policy Advisor, DLA Piper 
 Mr. Stephen Moore, Distinguished Visiting Fellow, The Heritage Foundation 

APTA Legislative Alert, June 5, 2015 
House Votes on Amendments to Transportation, Housing and Urban Development and Related Agencies 
Appropriations Bill 
Thursday afternoon, the House of Representatives voted on the first group of amendments to the Fiscal 
Year (FY) 2016 Transportation, Housing and Urban Development and Related Agencies (THUD) 
Appropriations bill. The House began consideration of the bill Wednesday evening and debated the 
amendments late into the night. 

Several amendments affecting public transportation were offered and adopted by voice vote. 
Representative Charlie Dent (R-PA) offered an amendment to increase Amtrak's Capital and Debt Service 
Grants by $9 million for the purpose of installing inward facing cameras. The amendment was offset by cuts 
to the Department of Transportation (USDOT) Secretary's salaries and expenses, the Federal Transit 

http://www.mmsend54.com/link.cfm?r=295001556&sid=76581069&m=10320301&u=APTA&j=28134031&s=http://transportation.house.gov/calendar/eventsingle.aspx?EventID=398969
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Administration's administrative expenses account, the Saint Lawrence Seaway administrative expenses. 
This amendment was adopted by voice vote. In addition, Representative Jim Langevin (D-RI) proposed an 
amendment, adopted by voice vote, which increased Federal Transit Administration (FTA) Technical 
Assistance and Training by $2 million, offset by cuts to the FTA Administrative Expenses account. 

Representative Bob Dold (R-IL) offered two amendments sought to increase funding for Amtrak Capital and 
Debt Service Grants by $200 million, increase FTA Capital Investment Grants by $200 million, with both 
offset by cuts to the Federal Aviation Administration's (FAA) Operations Account. These proposals were 
defeated by voice vote. Representative Glenn Grothman (R-WI) offered an amendment which proposed to 
cut Capital Investment Grants by $230 million and apply the same amount to the spending reduction 
account (deficit reduction). This amendment was also defeated by a voice vote. 

Other amendments were offered which sought to increase TIGER Grants, Amtrak Capital and Debt Service 
Grants, and funding for the Washington Metropolitan Area Transit Authority (WMATA), all of which were 
not offset. As these amendments would increase funding above the overall allocation to the bill, a point of 
order was sustained on each and they were not subject to a vote. 

Of the amendments that were decided by recorded vote, three amendments failed. The first, by 
Representative Scott Garrett (R-NJ) sought to increase funding by $16.9 million for FRA Safety and 
Operations through an $83 million reduction in the FTA's Capital Investment Grants account. This 
amendment was defeated 160-266. In addition, two amendments offered by Representative Mo Brooks (R-
AL) would have eliminated funding for Amtrak Operating Grants, as well as Amtrak Capital and Debt Service 
Grants. These amendments were defeated 143-283 and 139-266 respectively. 

The House suspended action on the Transportation-HUD appropriations bill, in order to allow members to 
return to their districts for the weekend. The remaining amendments for which votes were requested will 
be voted on next week, along with a vote on final passage of the bill, when the House returns on Monday. 

Among the amendments that remain pending and will be voted on next week are the following:  

 An amendment offered by Representative Marsha Blackburn (R-TN) that would reduce spending for 
all accounts in the bill by 1 percent 

 An amendment offered by Representative Bill Posey (R-FL) prohibiting funds from being used by 
DOT to finance a new passenger rail project that runs from Orlando to Miami through Indian River 
County, Florida. The amendment's sponsor seeks to prevent funding from being provided for the 
"All Aboard Florida" project. 

 An amendment offered by Representative Pete Sessions (R-TX) prohibiting funds from being used 
by Amtrak to support the route with the highest loss, measured by contributions/(loss) per rider. 
The amendment would eliminate the "Sunset Limited" line from New Orleans to Los Angeles. 

 An amendment offered by Representative Pete Sessions (R-TX) prohibiting funds from being used 
by Amtrak to operate any route whose operating costs exceed two times its revenues based on the 
National Railroad Passenger Corporation FY2014-2018 Five Year Plan from April 2014. The 
amendment sponsor seeks to eliminate funding for Amtrak's long distance routes. 

 An amendment offered by Representative Posey (R-FL) prohibiting funds from being used to 
authorize private activity bonds to finance passenger rail projects that do use vehicles reasonably 
expected to be capable of attaining a maximum speed in excess of 150 mph. The amendment's 
sponsor objects to the approval of private activity bonds for the "All Aboard Florida" project. APTA's 
Recommendations for Surface Transportation Authorization seek to broaden eligibility and 
encourage greater use of private activity bonds in public transportation. 

 An amendment offered by Representative Posey (R-FL) prohibiting funds from being used to make a 
loan in an amount that exceeds $600 million under title V of the Railroad Revitalization and 
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Regulatory Reform Act of 1976. Again, the amendment's sponsor objects to the approval of a 
Railroad Rehabilitation and Improvement Financing (RRIF) Program loan application for the "All 
Aboard Florida" project. APTA's Recommendations for Surface Transportation Authorization seek to 
greatly expand, rather than limit the use of the DOT/FRA RRIF loan program. 

 ACTION ITEM 

APTA opposes each of the amendments referenced above as they all seek to reduce funding or limit 
financing opportunities for public transportation projects. 

APTA members are urged to contact their Members of Congress to voice their opposition on the 
amendments referenced above. 

 
House Transportation and Infrastructure Committee Holds Hearing on Amtrak Accident 
On Tuesday, June 2, the House Transportation and Infrastructure Committee held a hearing on the tragic 
Amtrak derailment that occurred in Philadelphia, PA on May 12, 2015. The witnesses that testified before 
the Committee included: 

 The Honorable Christopher Hart, Chairman, National Transportation Safety Board (NTSB) 
 The Honorable Joseph H. Boardman, President & CEO, Amtrak 
 Ms. Sarah Feinberg, Acting Administrator, Federal Railroad Administration (FRA) 
 Mr. Dennis R. Pierce, National President, Brotherhood of Locomotive Engineers and Trainmen 

Ranking Member Peter DeFazio (D-OR) voiced strong concerns over the continuing underinvestment in 
infrastructure, citing Amtrak's $21 billion backlog in maintenance to bring the Northeast Corridor (NEC) to a 
state of good repair, the growing age of bridges and tunnels, and other investments which have not been 
made. Representative DeFazio also noted the benefits of Positive Train Control (PTC) and the role it may 
have had in preventing this accident. 

Railroads, Pipelines, and Hazardous Materials Subcommittee Chairman Jeff Denham (R-CA) urged for the 
implementation of PTC as soon as possible, noting the similarity of the Emergency Order that was issued 
after last year's Metro North accident compared to the more recent Amtrak derailment. 

Acting Administrator Feinberg stated in her testimony that the deadline for implementation of PTC is 
quickly approaching and that most major railroads have said they will not be able to implement it by the 
end of the year. The FRA is having internal conversations on how to enforce this deadline, ranging within 
their discretion of very little enforcement to daily civil penalties. She also noted that this would be done on 
a merit basis, with the most compliant railroads receiving the most leniency. In addition, FRA will be 
releasing a package of actions to address train speed, distraction, and training in the coming weeks. 

Mr. Boardman spoke about the difficulty of acquiring spectrum in order to implement PTC on the NEC. He 
stated that Amtrak had experienced delays from the Federal Communications Commission (FCC) in 
approving the spectrum necessary to fully implement PTC on the NEC, which they have since expedited in 
the past several weeks. Boardman projected that Amtrak will have PTC fully functional on the corridor by 
the deadline. 

Other topics discussed in the three hour hearing included inward-facing cameras, work schedules, cell 
phone usage, implementation of seatbelts, among others. To view the hearing in its entirety or to read the 
prepared remarks offered by the witnesses, please visit the committee website here. 

House Committee on Small Business Holds Hearing on the Need for a Long-Term Transportation 
Reauthorization 

On Wednesday, June 3, the House Committee on Small Business held a hearing which focused on the 
impacts of short-term authorizations on small businesses. Chairman Steve Chabot (R-OH) highlighted the 
economic impact of patchwork fixes to the Highway Trust Fund (HTF) and their detrimental effects on the 

http://www.mmsend54.com/link.cfm?r=295001556&sid=76190807&m=10272337&u=APTA&j=28032938&s=http://transportation.house.gov/calendar/eventsingle.aspx?EventID=398969
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infrastructure that small businesses are reliant on. Ranking Member Nydia Velázquez (D-NY) noted the cost 
of traffic delays and congestion, as well as the uncertainty created by short-term funding, especially in 
construction, which are generally smaller businesses. 

One of the topics that was discussed thoroughly was funding sources to fill the gap in the HTF, and 
mechanisms that could remedy this. The federal gas tax, vehicle miles traveled, gas indexing, tolls and other 
user-fee structures were among the several discussed. In addition, public-private partnerships (P3s), TIFIA 
loans, and Private Activity Bonds (PABs) were raised as viable options for financing sources of projects. The 
witness that testified before the full Committee are below: 

 Mr. William Schmitz, Vice President, Sales and Quality Control, Gernatt Asphalt Company, Collins, 
NY 

 Mr. Don Shilling, President, General Equipment and Supplies, Fargo, ND 
 Mr. Matt Davis, Director, Build Our New Bridge Now Coalition, Cincinnati, OH 
 Dr. Jonathon Gifford, Professor and Director, Center for Transportation Public-Private Policy, 

George Mason School of Public Policy, Arlington, VA 

To view the hearing in its entirety or to read the prepared remarks offered by the witnesses, please visit the 
committee website here. 

Upcoming Hearing: Senate Commerce Committee to Hold Hearing on Amtrak Accident 
On Wednesday, June 10, 2015 at 10 a.m., the Senate Committee on Commerce, Science, and 
Transportation will hold a hearing titled, "Passenger Rail Safety: Accident Prevention and On-Going Efforts 
to Implement Train Control Technology". This hearing will be focused on the efforts to prevent passenger 
rail accidents, particularly through the use of train control technology. The witnesses that will give 
testimony are below: 

 Mr. Robert Lauby, Associate Administrator for Safety / Chief Safety Officer, U.S. Department of 
Transportation, Federal Railroad Administration 

 Mr. Charles Mathias, Associate Bureau Chief, Federal Communications Commission, Wireless 
Telecommunications Bureau 

 Mr. DJ Stadtler, Executive Vice President / Chief Operations Officer, Amtrak 

To access a live stream of the hearing as it takes place, please visit the committee website here. 

Senate Commerce Committee Approves TSA Nominee 
On Thursday, the Senate Commerce Committee approved, by voice vote, the nomination of Coast Guard 
Vice Admiral Peter Neffenger to lead the Transportation Security Administration (TSA). Chairman John 
Thune (R-SD) and Ranking Member Bill Nelson (D-FL) both stated their confidence in Neffenger's ability to 
lead the TSA and urged for his expeditious confirmation. The nomination will now be considered by the 
Senate Committee on Homeland Security and Governmental Affairs before being considered by the full 
Senate for confirmation.  

Other APTA News 

Obama Threatens Veto of House THUD Appropriations Bill 
This week, the House of Representatives began consideration of the Fiscal Year 2016 appropriations bill for 
the departments of Transportation and Housing and Urban Development (THUD), but adjourned for the 
weekend before completing work on the bill. 

While the bill maintained spending levels for core public transit formula programs, many other programs 
funded from the General Fund saw significant cuts. Due to top-line spending cap levels, FTA capital 
investment grants and transit research, as well as TIGER grants and FRA funding for Amtrak, were among 
the accounts reduced below currently enacted funding levels. 

http://www.mmsend54.com/link.cfm?r=295001556&sid=76190808&m=10272337&u=APTA&j=28032938&s=http://smallbusiness.house.gov/calendar/eventsingle.aspx?EventID=398117
http://www.mmsend54.com/link.cfm?r=295001556&sid=76190809&m=10272337&u=APTA&j=28032938&s=http://www.commerce.senate.gov/public/index.cfm?p=PressReleases&ContentRecord_id=20cb7c79-6740-4ded-8a03-e05c11b0a2d6
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When the House returns next week, it is expected to complete consideration of amendments to the bill and 
vote on final passage. Details of the House consideration can be found in APTA's latest Legislative Alert. 

In a statement released June 1, President Obama threatened to veto the bill in its current House form, 
saying it "freezes or cuts critical investment in transportation that creates jobs, helps to grow the economy 
and improves America's roads, bridges, transit infrastructure and aviation systems, benefiting towns and 
cities across the United States." The full statement is available here. 

The Senate Appropriations Subcommittee on Transportation, Housing and Urban Development and Related 
Agencies has not yet moved the bill. Senate Minority Leader Harry Reid (D-NV) has stated that he is 
prepared to block all Republican appropriations bills in an effort to raise spending caps set in 2011. 

Feinberg's Nomination Sent to Senate 
On May 29, President Obama announced his plans to nominate FRA Acting Administrator Sarah Feinberg to 
that position on a permanent basis, succeeding Joseph C. Szabo. He submitted the nomination to the 
Senate on June 1. 

"Throughout [Feinberg's] time at DOT, she has been immersed in issues related to rail safety," DOT 
Secretary Anthony Foxx said in a statement. "Her attention to detail and passion for the work continues to 
impress not just me but safety experts, members of Congress and the staff at FRA. FRA will benefit from her 
ability to cut red tape and get things done." 

Feinberg has served as FRA deputy administrator and acting administrator since January 2015. She was DOT 
chief of staff from 2013 to 2014 and was special assistant to the president and senior advisor to the chief of 
staff at the White House from 2008-2010. Feinberg also has worked for Facebook, Bloomberg LP and 
Bloomberg Government. 

In related news, Feinberg and FTA Acting Administrator Therese McMillan will address the June 22 General 
Session, "A Dialogue with USDOT," during the APTA Rail Conference in Salt Lake City.  

MAJOR EVENTS & SAVE THE DATE NOTICES 

Public Transportation Conference & Vendor Expo, August 23-26 
Reserve your Hotel Rooms Now, Registration Link Coming Soon 

 

If you plan to attend the annual statewide Public Transportation Conference & Vendor Expo in Vancouver, 
WA, you’ll want to make your hotel reservations ASAP.  Space at the Vancouver Hilton is limited and will fill 
up fast.  Check out the reservation information at this link.  The Conference sessions begin on August 24 
through August 26.  Registration information will follow soon, hopefully this week. 
 
Special note for Vendors:  Vendors received a separate email from Megan Abbott last week with 
information about vendor registration and hotel space.  If you have questions, please contact Megan at 
megan@watransit.com or check out the vendor website. 
 
Special note for Roadeo participants:  Roadeo participants received a separate email from Melanie Espinoza 
with information about Roadeo registration and hotel space.  If you have questions, please contact Melanie 
at melanie@watransit.com or check out the Roadeo website. 

http://www.mmsend54.com/link.cfm?r=295001556&sid=76211926&m=10274336&u=APTA&j=28035708&s=http://www.apta.com/gap/legupdatealert/2015/Pages/House-Votes-on-Amendments-to-Transportation,-Housing-and-Urban-Development-and-Related-Agencies-Appropriations-Bill.aspx
http://www.mmsend54.com/link.cfm?r=295001556&sid=76211927&m=10274336&u=APTA&j=28035708&s=https://www.whitehouse.gov/sites/default/files/omb/legislative/sap/114/saphr2577r_20150601.pdf
http://www.mmsend54.com/link.cfm?r=295001556&sid=76211931&m=10274336&u=APTA&j=28035708&s=http://www.apta.com/mc/rail/Pages/default.aspx
http://www.watransit.com/Pages/Transit_Symposium.aspx
mailto:megan@watransit.com
http://www.watransit.com/Pages/VendorExpo.aspx
mailto:melanie@watransit.com
http://www.watransit.com/Pages/RoadeoCompetition.aspx
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West Region Transportation Workforce Center (WRTWC) Stakeholder 
Engagement Session 
12 pm to 1:30 pm Mountain Time on Thursday, June 25, 2015 

The West Region Transportation Workforce Center (WRTWC) will host a 1.5 hour online stakeholder 
working session.  The purpose of the session is to share information on the results of our ten-state needs 
assessment, to further define regional industry priorities, and to establish strategic objectives for the 
WRTWC network.   Click here for more information and here to register.  For more information on the 
WRTWC, see our website at: www.wrtwc.org  

MRSC Webinar:  Making Open Data Work: Learning from Local Government 
Data Initiatives in Washington 
Thursday, July 9, 2015, 1:00am - 12:00pm. Free.  Click here to register 

Harnessing the power of data is a growing trend in government. Many believe that successfully compiling 
and sharing government data offers one of the biggest opportunities to reinvent government operations 
and make them more responsive to citizen needs. 

However, those in the business also know that starting a big data initiative is a daunting task. What are the 
time and resource requirements? What stakeholders need to be involved? How do you make sure it is 
accessible to citizens? How do you maintain momentum? 

In this webinar we will dive into all of these questions through a panel discussion with three local 
government innovators from Washington that have led data initiatives in their jurisdictions. We will talk 
about what open data means to them, the processes they went through to get their initiatives up and 
running, and most importantly, recommendations they have for other jurisdictions looking to get into the 
open data world. If you're thinking about starting a data initiative or have one underway, this will be a great 
chance to pick the brains of those that have already been through it. 

APTA Transit Board Members & Board Support Seminar 

Make plans now to participate in the APTA Transit Board Members & Board Support Seminar, July 18-21 in 
Denver. Professional development sessions will focus on best practices in governance and innovative 
solutions to create policy for public transportation systems. Register here.  

Eleventh Annual APTA Sustainability and Public Transportation Workshop 
This event is for managers and senior staff with an interest in sustainable community development, climate 
change adaptation and resiliency, maintaining a sustainable organization and operation, and green 
infrastructure.  Early registration discounts only last until Friday, June 26, so sign up today at this link. 

RECENT NEWS CLIPPINGS    (thank you WSDOT and others for your news service and updates) 

Washington State & Regional Issues 
Two Cheers for Customer Service.  Seattle Transit Blog 
http://seattletransitblog.com/2015/06/12/two-cheers-for-customer-service/ 
WSDOT to study fares for Whidbey buses.  South Whidbey Record 
http://www.southwhidbeyrecord.com/news/307199951.html 
WSDOT seeks public input on how to improve collaboration.  Kirkland Reporter  
http://www.kirklandreporter.com/news/306820051.html 
Washington State Secretary Peterson Touts Practical Design Savings in TTV Report.   AASHTO 
Journal 
http://www.aashtojournal.org/Pages/051215TTV.aspx 

http://events.r20.constantcontact.com/register/event?oeidk=a07eb4n82ug4666f0ee&c=117dd6a0-bf86-11e4-adda-d4ae527b79b7&ch=1206dcc0-bf86-11e4-addb-d4ae527b79b7
http://events.r20.constantcontact.com/register/regform?oeidk=a07eb4n82ug4666f0ee&c=117dd6a0-bf86-11e4-adda-d4ae527b79b7&ch=1206dcc0-bf86-11e4-addb-d4ae527b79b7
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001AnFCgvb9wYHa-KPHLtoRScV6rbGezhTxmR7pgar5m6J4AY1JKiKHDj0DE-TwGBMDNhKm-hLyNzqtwT_m_4_50qZN0pWc369jPY6Qz7jSDx3TCR1bOsfwQQnfDsDWIObXk0qrffjqrhu1JjGE3C6FV6gQbgE8O3B9nPTIcG8KyJs=&c=xz5b97PKs3i0aXWWoO8xTVmSIl_85O9n7k-qRQfwlzxBXMtm1ZpRwQ==&ch=P33AoMOTseiQyWSZYvwhkWPA0t_LRfrWDC84h38msF6ffHACB48cVA==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?e=0013dtpXowntLSU3U8SlSAH8p7ye2UOsnQeSD9OgQq3HiET1pkB0YLJICNbQX_MNa2S5HexX4bdMhZtTJxdcvCRxvmCmeN0LtUy_AuBGgkJgz50l-mOckUvBKLrEUIjsZpUdJtYWePD-KR-iP3UYHHinzbuAfSgj-EO
http://www.mmsend54.com/link.cfm?r=295001556&sid=76211933&m=10274336&u=APTA&j=28035708&s=http://www.apta.com/mc/transitboard/Pages/default.aspx
http://www.apta.com/mc/sustainability/registration/Pages/default.aspx
http://seattletransitblog.com/2015/06/12/two-cheers-for-customer-service/
http://www.southwhidbeyrecord.com/news/307199951.html
http://www.kirklandreporter.com/news/306820051.html
http://www.aashtojournal.org/Pages/051215TTV.aspx
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WSDOT seeks public input on improving collaboration.  Suburban Times  
http://thesubtimes.com/2015/06/12/wsdot-seeks-public-input-on-improving-collaboration/ 
Transit staff ready for change of scenery.  PT Leader 
http://www.ptleader.com/news/transit-staff-ready-for-change-of-scenery/article_854df73c-0f03-11e5-
b6fb-a391b2c15c8c.html 
C-Tran to acquire land for bus rapid transit.  Columbian 
http://www.columbian.com/news/2015/jun/09/c-tran-to-acquire-land-for-bus-rapid-transit/ 
Metro and Sound Transit Conducting Joint Public Outreach.  Seattle Transit Blog 
http://seattletransitblog.com/2015/06/10/metro-and-sound-transit-conducting-joint-public-outreach/ 
New community shuttle takes Mercer Island riders to downtown Seattle.  Mercer Island Reporter 
http://www.mi-reporter.com/news/306687751.html 
State may study Island Transit bus fares, any change would be months away.  Whidbey News Times 
http://www.whidbeynewstimes.com/news/306697321.html 
Lyman tips scale for regional transportation group to disband.  Skagit Valley Herald 
http://www.goskagit.com/all_access/lyman-tips-scale-for-regional-transportation-group-to-
disband/article_5c84344c-54f9-55df-aa17-df42bfd52ca8.html 
How the council might change Murray’s Move Seattle plan.  Crosscut 
http://crosscut.com/2015/06/the-three-most-interesting-proposed-changes-to-move-seattle/ 
Lane Transit District looks to add service, hire more drivers as payroll tax revenue grows.  Register-
Guard 
http://registerguard.com/rg/news/local/33136530-75/with-more-payroll-tax-revenue-ltd-looks-to-add-
service-hire-more-drivers.html.csp 
Metro adds alternative services in areas that lost bus routes due to low ridership.  KIRO 
http://www.kirotv.com/news/news/metro-adds-alternative-services-areas-lost-bus-rou/nmYcm/ 
Metro removes new audio PSAs after passenger complaints.  KING 
http://www.king5.com/story/news/local/2015/06/08/metro-bus-audio-psa-complaints/28682859/ 
Tri-Cities by the numbers: community leaders unveil new statistics resource.  Tri-City Herald 
http://www.tri-cityherald.com/2015/06/08/3599206/tri-cities-by-the-numbers-community.html 
Concrete votes to withdraw from regional transportation group.  Skagit Valley Herald 
http://www.goskagit.com/all_access/concrete-votes-to-withdraw-from-regional-tranportation-
group/article_578a6044-9047-5899-87e9-d500f28a1ea8.html 
WTA is building new bus stop at Bellis Fair; Macy’s dropoff to be eliminated. Bellingham Herald 
http://www.bellinghamherald.com/2015/06/07/4331869/wta-is-building-new-bus-stop-at.html 
Seattle Subway’s Recommendations for the Sound Transit 3 Survey. Seattle Transit Blog 
http://seattletransitblog.com/2015/06/08/seattle-subways-comments-on-the-sound-transit-3-survey/ 
Sound Transit to Cut Some Bus Service Starting June 8. Seattle Transit Blog 
http://seattletransitblog.com/2015/06/06/sound-transit-to-cut-some-bus-service-starting-june-8/ 
Sunday service returns to Community Transit on June 7.  Seattle Transit Blog 
http://seattletransitblog.com/2015/06/04/ct-sunday-service/ 
Route 245 to Slow Down for Restroom Access.  Seattle Transit Blog 
http://seattletransitblog.com/2015/06/04/route-245-restrooms/ 
Kitsap Transit looking at two sites for new bus transfer station.  Central Kitsap Reporter 
http://www.centralkitsapreporter.com/news/306161271.html 
Metro summer schedule includes changes to RapidRide F line.  Renton Reporter 
http://www.rentonreporter.com/news/306180231.html 
Move Seattle’s pricetag was raised by $30 million. Was it justified?  Crosscut 
http://crosscut.com/2015/06/whats-the-feedback-on-move-seattle-really-worth/ 
WA: John Olson, Ben Franklin Transit Pioneer and Former Port Commissioner, Dies in Colorado.  
Mass Transit 
http://www.masstransitmag.com/news/12008821/john-olson-ben-franklin-transit-pioneer-and-former-
port-commissioner-dies-in-
colorado?utm_source=MASS+NewsViews+Newsletter&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=MASS15
0603002 
Pedestrian Activists Say Murray’s Transportation Levy Falls Short by Millions.  PubliCola 
http://www.seattlemet.com/articles/2015/6/3/pedestrian-activists-say-murray-s-transportation-levy-falls-
short-by-millions 

http://thesubtimes.com/2015/06/12/wsdot-seeks-public-input-on-improving-collaboration/
http://www.ptleader.com/news/transit-staff-ready-for-change-of-scenery/article_854df73c-0f03-11e5-b6fb-a391b2c15c8c.html
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http://www.columbian.com/news/2015/jun/09/c-tran-to-acquire-land-for-bus-rapid-transit/
http://seattletransitblog.com/2015/06/10/metro-and-sound-transit-conducting-joint-public-outreach/
http://www.mi-reporter.com/news/306687751.html
http://www.whidbeynewstimes.com/news/306697321.html
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http://crosscut.com/2015/06/the-three-most-interesting-proposed-changes-to-move-seattle/
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http://www.kirotv.com/news/news/metro-adds-alternative-services-areas-lost-bus-rou/nmYcm/
http://www.king5.com/story/news/local/2015/06/08/metro-bus-audio-psa-complaints/28682859/
http://www.tri-cityherald.com/2015/06/08/3599206/tri-cities-by-the-numbers-community.html
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http://seattletransitblog.com/2015/06/04/ct-sunday-service/
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WA: College Partners With Transit for Hybrid Vehicle Testing.  Mass Transit 
http://www.masstransitmag.com/news/12078987/college-partners-with-transit-for-hybrid-vehicle-
testing?utm_source=MASS+NewsViews+Newsletter&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=MASS1505
26002 
WA: Skagit Transit: Clear Need for More East County Buses.  Mass Transit 
http://www.masstransitmag.com/news/11994365/skagit-transit-clear-need-for-more-east-county-
buses?utm_source=MASS+NewsViews+Newsletter&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=MASS15052
6002 
Real-time Transit in Google Maps.  Seattle Transit Blog 
http://seattletransitblog.com/2015/06/03/real-time-transit-in-google-maps/ 
Mayor Is Getting Impatient Over 20-Year-Old Promise of Light Rail.  Next City  
http://nextcity.org/daily/entry/everett-light-rail-jakarta-monorail-light-rail-sydney 
Pierce Transit increases service; adds new route.  Suburban Times 
http://thesubtimes.com/2015/06/02/pierce-transit-increases-service-adds-new-route/ 
Light rail extension leads to bus cuts, increased cost of U-PASS.  Daily of the University of Washington 
http://www.dailyuw.com/news/article_253d05b6-09a1-11e5-b242-4f11e6f62297.html 
OneBusAway creator brings Seattle’s real-time transit data to Google Maps.  GeekWire 
http://www.geekwire.com/2015/onebusaway-creator-brings-seattles-real-time-transit-data-to-google-
maps/ 
Starting today, real-time transit on Google Maps.  Maple Leaf Life 
http://www.mapleleaflife.com/2015/06/02/starting-today-real-time-transit-on-google-maps/ 
Poll: Oregonians oppose planned mileage tax for future road funding.  Oregonian 
http://www.oregonlive.com/commuting/index.ssf/2015/06/oregon_mileage_tax_poll_shows.html 
State finally takes the road-charge plunge.  Roads & Bridges Magazine  
http://www.roadsbridges.com/roadsbridges-oregon-finally-takes-road-charge-plunge 
The mother of all levies: Public gets say Tuesday on $930 million Move Seattle plan.  Seattle PI 
http://blog.seattlepi.com/seattlepolitics/2015/06/01/the-mother-of-all-levies-public-gets-say-tuesday-on-
930-million-move-seattle-plan/ 
Bellingham weighs using transit money to pay for railroad quiet zones.  Bellingham Herald 
http://www.bellinghamherald.com/news/local/article23714281.html 
Kitsap Transit launches public process on potential passenger-only ferry service.  Kitsap Sun 
http://www.kitsapsun.com/news/local-news/kitsap-transit-launches-public-process-on-potential-
passengeronly-ferry-service_70121815 
Bus drivers' skills tested at C-Tran bus Roadeo.  Columbian 
http://www.columbian.com/news/2015/may/31/c-tran-bus-roadeo-vancouver-drivers/ 
Fewer People Are Riding the Bus Because There Are Fewer Buses to Ride.  Streetsblog USA 
http://usa.streetsblog.org/2015/05/29/fewer-people-are-riding-the-bus-because-there-are-fewer-buses-
to-ride/ 

National Issues 
New Ride Services Forge Own Specialized Paths.  New York Times 
http://bits.blogs.nytimes.com/2015/06/10/new-ride-services-forge-own-specialized-paths/ 
LTA seeks proposals on driverless cars for public transport.  Straits Times 
http://www.straitstimes.com/news/singapore/transport/story/lta-seeks-proposals-driverless-cars-public-
transport-20150605#sthash.fIQ2JDle.dpuf 
MI: House Passes Package of Bills to Raise $1B for Roads.  Mass Transit 
http://www.masstransitmag.com/news/14000096/house-passes-package-of-bills-to-raise-1b-for-
roads?utm_source=MASS+NewsViews+Newsletter&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=MASS15060
5003 
http://registerguard.com/rg/news/local/33136530-75/with-more-payroll-tax-revenue-ltd-looks-to-add-
service-hire-more-drivers.html.csp 
Bill filed to eliminate the gas tax.  The Hill 
http://thehill.com/policy/transportation/244597-bill-filed-to-eliminate-the-gas-tax 
Driverless Cars Are Coming. Is Congress Ready?  National Journal 
http://www.nationaljournal.com/energy/driverless-cars-intelligent-transportation-highway-bill-20150608 
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Democrats steer toward highway funding cliff.  Politico 
http://www.politico.com/story/2015/06/democrats-steer-towards-highway-funding-cliff-118605.html 
How a Decaying Infrastructure Hurts U.S. Manufacturing.  Wall street Journal 
http://blogs.wsj.com/experts/2015/06/04/how-a-decaying-infrastructure-hurts-u-s-manufacturing/ 
Answer These 9 Questions Before Implementing Propane Autogas.  Government Fleet 
http://www.government-fleet.com/article/story/2015/03/9-questions-to-answer-before-implementing-
propane-autogas.aspx?utm_campaign=enews-wednesday-
20150603&utm_medium=Enewsletter&utm_source=Email 
Obama threatens to veto GOP spending bill for transportation, housing.  The Hill 
http://thehill.com/policy/transportation/243724-obama-threatens-to-veto-gop-transportation-housing-bill 
Diesel Particulate Filters: Blessing and Curse  Green Fleet 
http://www.greenfleetmagazine.com/article/story/2015/01/diesel-particulate-filters-blessing-and-
curse.aspx?utm_campaign=Green-Fleet-Enews-NEW-
20150611&utm_source=Email&utm_medium=Enewsletter 
Obama signs short-term highway funding extension.  The Hill 
http://thehill.com/policy/transportation/243521-obama-signs-short-term-highway-funding-extension 
Budget office: Highway fund would need $3B for September extension.  The Hill  
http://thehill.com/policy/finance/243431-budget-office-highway-fund-would-need-3b-for-extension-
through-september 

UPCOMING WSTA & TRAINING COALITION MEETINGS 

WSTA Events 
We post all WSTA Board and Committee meetings on our 2015 Calendar at this link.   

Upcoming WSTA Board and Committee meetings: 

 June 24: WSTA Finance Committee Meeting, Spokane - Registration & Details 
 July 11: WSTA  HR Roundtable Meeting, Spokane - Registration & Details 

 August 22 - 23: Washington State Public Transportation Roadeo, Vancouver - Registration & Details 

 August 24: Washington State Public Transportation Conference & Vendor Expo, Vancouver -  Vendor 
Registration & Details, Attendee hotel information (Attendee registration information coming soon) 

WSTTC Events 
Training Coalition Events (for more information and registration, please go to this link) 

 CDL Medical Certificates Update Webinar, July 15, 2015 ~ Online 
WSDOT Grant Administration Training, July 15, 2015 ~ Spokane 

 WSDOT Grant Administration Training, July 22, 2015 ~ Olympia 

 TSI Transit Supervisor Certification Course , July 27- 31, 2015 ~ Spokane 

 Effective Business Writing: Plain and Simple, August 11, 2015 ~ Olympia 

 Passenger Service and Safety (PASS) Trainer Certification, August 12- 14, 2015 ~ Olympia 

 Stepping Up to Supervisor, September 14, 2015 ~ Olympia 

 Successfully Managing People and Performance Evaluations, September 15, 2015 ~ Olympia 

 Coaching: Strategic Tools for Effective Leadership, September 16, 2015 ~ Olympia 

 Legal Issues for Supervisors, September 17- 18, 2015 ~ Olympia 
 
 

Please contact Geri Beardsley at geri@watransit.com to be added to the mailing list or removed from it. 
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