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MTA eyes Belfair park and ride site

ARLA SHEPHARD BULL
MASON COUNTY LIFE

Mason Transit Author-
ity has narrowed a list of
sites for a park and ride in
Belfair and plans to enter
into negotiations with
landowners of the top two
ideal parcels.

A workgroup made up
of Masen Transit Author-
ity board and advisory
board members, Mason
County officials and a par-
ticipant in the worker-
driver program to the
Bremerton shipyard
ranked four sites identi-
fied by transit staff as po-
tential park-and-ride loca-
tions.

The top-ranked site,
owned by Overton & Asso-
ciates, is on the southeast
corner of Highway 3 and
Log Yard Road, providing
direct access to the high-
way and the side road and
located near the future
Belfair bypass connec-
tion.

State legislators have
earmarked funds in the
2019 biennium toward the
Belfair bypass.

The workgroup, which
worked with the Lacey-
based consulting firm SCJ
Alliance, also looked at
other factors at the sites,
such as proximity to
downtown, partnership
opportunities and wheth-
er the property could pro-
vide space for Mason
Transit Authority’s pro-
ject goals. _
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Patrick Holm of SCJ Alliance explains how Mason Transit
Authority’s workgroup ranked four sites for potential
development of a North Mason Park and Ride.

“Access to Highway 3
and roads, how users and
buses would get to our
site, was our No. 1 priori-

" ty,” said Patrick Holm of
SCJ Alliance at a public
meeting on March 1 in
Belfair. “Second was oper-
ations flexibility: How
would this site fit with
Mason Transit Authority’s
goals?”

The transit authority
will approach and negoti-
ate with Overton & Asso-
ciates first, and if those
talks don’t prove success-
ful, the authority will
move to the second-
ranked property, a parcel
owned by Brad and Ange-
la Schauer, said Mason
Transit General Manager
Dannette Brannin.

The Schauers’ proper-
ty lies on the other side of

Highway 3 and also has di-
rect access to Log Yard
Road and the future by-
pass connection, - but it
ranked slightly lower be-
cause the parcel neigh-
bors current users who
might not be willing to
partner with the transit
authority, Holm said.

The other two sites that
the workgroup ranked in-
cluded the current park-
ing lot on Roy Boad Road
that Mason Transit Au-
thority uses now and a site
on the Mason County line
with Kitsap.

The Roy Boad Road
site performed the weak-
est because it has limited
space for future expan-
sion, no direct access to
Highway 3 and limited
partnership  opportuni-
ties, while the site at the

county line also had limit-
ed space because of the
parcel’s  configuration,
Holm said.

The transit authority
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The workgroup looked
at the nine parcels and

“then presented the top

four options at a public
meeting in August in-Bel-
fair.

others that. having two

initially identified 14 po-
tential sites in North Ma-
son to locate a park and
ride and immediately win-
nowed that list to nine

At the meeting in
March, some residents
expressed  frustration
that Mason Transit Au-
thority . had eliminated
their property from con-
sideration or had not
widely publicized the
meetings.

“Idon’t feel my proper-
ties got a fair valuation be-
cause you looked at them

cal, it’s back to the draw-

based on the availability
of those parcels and other
factors.

See PARK, Page 6

as two separate sites,”
said Earl Iddings, whose
properties neighbor the
Overton and Schauer
sites. “Wouldn’t you be
better off buying a prop-
erty for (cheaper) than a
property that will need a
lot of infrastructure?”
Mason Transit Devel-
opment Manager Mike Ol-
iver assured Iddings and

space for our worker-

high-ranked sites didn’t ing table.” drivers has been a chal-
preclude the authority If Mason Transit Au- lenge. We just look for-
fromlookingatothersites thorityisabletopurchase ward tobeingapart of the
if negotiations with both land this summer, con- community and working
landowners fall apart. struction on a park and to enhance the communi-
“We’re not married to ride could begin next ty”

either of these two prop- year. . For more information,
erties,” he said. “These “We're excited to have wvisit =~  www.mason
are just the two proper- a presence in the North transit.orgor call 360-427-
ties that rose tothe top ... Masen community,” 5033.

if the price is astronomi-

Brannin said. “Having



