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OfferUp
theft

suspect
nabbed

Man, 30, allegedly.used
app to find vehicles

By MICHAEL HEINBACH
michael@masoncounty.com

Shelton police detective
Ses Maiava couldn’t be hap-
pier with the end result now
that a suspected car thief
who struck twice in two days
last month in Shelton has
been arrested thanks to secu-
rity camera footage from the
Mason Transit-Community
Center, social media, news
media, tips from private citi-
zens and some solid police
work.

Shelton police apprehend-
ed 30-year-old Dai P. Ngyuen
of Tacoma without incident
around 1:30 a.m. Sept. 25
at the Little Creek Casino
Resort after being tipped off
by Little Creek security and
Squaxin Tribal Police.

He’s accused of stealing a
1998 Honda Civic on Sept.
18 and a 2004 Mazda sedan
the following day from the
downtown Shelton Safeway

| parking lot after meeting his
victims through®a cellphone
app known as OfferUp. The
accused thief contacted both
victims via OfferUp, told
them he was interested in
buying the cars and asked
to take the vehicles on a test
drive, but never returned.
Both the Honda and Mazda
were located and recovered in
Tacoma days later. Neither
car was damaged, nothing

see THEFTS, page A-17
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