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AGENDA

Mason Transit Authority Board
Regular Meeting
Tuesday, March 17, 2026 at 1:00 p.m.

Remote Meeting via Zoom
https://zoom.us/j/96753658575?pwd=tNjarVvzw5Mon9TwZyQbg62 1 BT6w7W. 1

To join by phone: 12532050468
Meeting ID 967 5365 8575
Passcode 913889

In person attendance:
Mason Transit Authority
MTA Transit-Community Center
Conference Room
601 West Franklin Street

Shelton
CALL TO ORDER Chair
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE Chair
ROLL CALL AND DETERMINATION OF QUORUM Chair
PUBLIC COMMENT - Limit of three (3) minutes per person Chair

Public Comment Note: This is the place on the agenda where the public
is invited to address the Authority on any transit-related issue. Please
keep comments to no more than three minutes.

The Chair will ask for public comments from those present in the meeting

room first, followed by those attending virtually. When called, please state

your name and preferred contact information for the record. Authority Members
and Staff will not enter into a dialogue during public comment but may ask
clarifying questions. If the Authority feels an issue requires follow up,

Staff will be directed to respond at an appropriate time.

APPROVAL OF AGENDA - ACTION Chair
CONSENT AGENDA - ACTION Chair

A. Pg.003: February 17, 2026 Regular Board meeting minutes
B. Pg. 008: Check Approval: 2/5/2026 — 2/27/2026
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7. ACTION ITEMS:

Unfinished Business: [None]

New Business:

A. Pg. 012: Actionable: Employee Handbook (Resolution No. 2026-10) Haley
B. Pg.133: Actionable: Policy 311 WA Paid Family Medical Leave (Resolution No. 2026-11) Haley
C. Pg.141: Actionable: Authorization to sign WSDOT Grant Agreements Amy
8. DISCUSSION ITEMS: None
9. STAFF AND INFORMATIONAL REPORTS

A. Pg.142: Financial Reports — February, 2026
B. Pg. 147: Management Reports
C. Pg.151: Operational Statistics

10. COMMENTS BY BOARD

11. UPCOMING MTA BOARD MEETING:

Mason Transit Authority
Regular Meeting

April 21, 2026 at 1:00 PM
Hoodsport Library
Conference Room

40 N. Schoolhouse Hill Road
Hoodsport, WA 98548

12. ADJOURNMENT

All participants are welcome. The meeting locations are ADA accessible. If you anticipate needing any type of
accommodation or have questions about the physical access provided, please call 360-426-9434 in advance. We will
make every effort to meet accommodation requests.
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Mason Transit Authority

Minutes of the Regular Board Meeting
February 17, 2026

Virtually and at

MTA Transit-Community Center
Conference Room

601 West Franklin Street

Shelton

MASON
MT TRANSIT
AUTHORITY

OPENING PROTOCOL
1. CALL TO ORDER: 1:00 p.m.

2. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

3. ROLL CALL AND DETERMINATION OF QUORUM
Authority Voting Board Members Present at the T-CC: Randy Neatherlin, Board Chair;

Vice Chair Wes Martin, Board members Cyndy Brehmeyer, Richard Lee, Pat Tarzwell and
Sharon Trask. [Currently two vacancies on the Board.]
Authority Voting Board Members Present via Zoom: [None]

Authority Voting Board Members Not Present: Tom Gilmore.

Authority Non-voting Board Member Not Present Virtually: Zachary Collins,
Business Representative, IAM and AW, District Lodge 160.

Citizen Advisor to the Board Not Present: John Piety

MTA Staff present at the T-CC: Amy Asher, General Manager, Paul Bolte, Facilities &
Fleet Maintenance Manager; Lissa McClanahan, Finance Director, Tracy Becht, Clerk of the
Authority Board and Tyler Hildebrandt, IT Administrator.

Staff and Others Present Virtually: [None]

Others Present: Rob Johnson, Legal Counsel.

4. PUBLIC COMMENT - /None present virtually or in person]

5. APPROVAL OF AGENDA

Moved that the agenda of February 17, 2026 Mason Transit Authority (MTA) regular board
meeting be approved as presented. Lee/Trask. Motion carried.
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6. RECOGNITION OF BOARD MEMBER SHERIFF SPURLING.

Amy Asher, General Manager, shared that Sheriff Spurling was not seeking reappointment
to serve on the MTA Board. She expressed her thanks for his service on the Board.

7. CONSENT AGENDA

Approval of Consent Agenda items A through B as follows and as presented:
A. December 16, 2025 Regular Board meeting minutes.
B. Check approval: 12/03/2025 —12/31/2025
01/12/2026 — 01/28/2026

Moved that the Mason Transit Authority Board approve the Consent Agenda items as
presented. Trask/Brehmeyer. Motion carried.

8. ACTION ITEMS:

UNFINISHED BUSINESS.

8A. Van Grant Program Recipients. Amy Asher, General Manager, described the grant
review process. The Board Chair and Board Member Richard Lee expressed their interest in
being a part of the review committee. The Committee comprising of those two Board
members and MTA staff met in January to review the nine (9) applications that were
submitted. Ms. Asher shared that Feed Needs, South Sound Parent to Parent and Mason
County Senior Activities Association each scored highest as their identified needs were most
in alignment with MTA’s Van Grant program. Mr. Lee also indicated the reviews were
thorough and appreciated the use and population that will be served as a result of the
awards.

Moved that the Mason Transit Authority approve Resolution No. 2026-01.
Tarzwell/Trask. Motion carried. The Board Chair stated he was not voting.

NEW BUSINESS.

8B. PTD0469-01 Amendatory Agreement. As was stated at the December 16, 2025
Board meeting by Amy Asher, General Manager, more agreements between MTA and
WSDOT would be forthcoming relating to the process of releasing titles of grant funded
vehicles so that the legal owner of each of the WSDOT grant funded vehicles would be
changed from WSDOT to Mason Transit Authority. This is the first of four amendments
being presented for consideration this month.

Moved that the Mason Transit Authority approve Resolution No. 2026-02.
Brehmeyer/Tarzwell. Motion carried.
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8C. PTD0972-01 Amendatory Agreement. Amy Asher indicated this was another
amendatory agreement relating to WSDOT's releasing of titles of grant funded vehicles.
This is the second of four amendments being presented for consideration this month.

Moved that the Mason Transit Authority approve Resolution No. 2026-03.
Tarzwell/Trask. Motion carried.

8D. PTD0344-03 Amendatory Agreement. Amy Asher indicated this was another
amendatory agreement relating to WSDOT's releasing of titles of grant funded vehicles.
This is the third of four amendments being presented for consideration this month.

Moved that the Mason Transit Authority approve Resolution No. 2026-04.
Trask/Tarzwell. Motion carried.

8E. PTD0973-01 Amendatory Agreement. Amy Asher indicated this was another
amendatory agreement relating to WSDOT's releasing of titles of grant funded vehicles.
This is the fourth of four amendments being presented for consideration this month.

Moved that the Mason Transit Authority approve Resolution No. 2026-05.
Tarzwell/Trask. Motion carried.

The Board Chair asked if there was a consensus by the Board that these title-related
amendatory agreements could be included as a part of the consent agenda in the future.
Board members agreed.

8F. PTD01081-01 Amendatory Agreement. Ms. Asher described the changes to the
original agreement and that the agreement between MTA and WSDOT needs to be
amended, namely, the increase of $1,210,471 in grant funding as well as eliminating the
MTA local fund contribution.

Moved that the Mason Transit Authority approve Resolution No. 2026-06.
Tarzwell /Trask. Motion carried.

8G. PTD1314 Agreement. Ms. Asher shared that MTA was awarded Sales Tax
Equalization funding totaling $2,668,014 for Fiscal Year 2026 and is split amount several
capital and operating projects with each requiring a separate grant agreement with
WSDOT. Grant Agreement PTD1314 will fund MTA's technology updates at the T-CC and on
MTA's fixed route fleet and those updates will cost about $195,000.

Moved that the Mason Transit Authority approve Resolution No. 2026-07.
Trask/Tarzwell. Motion carried.

8H. PTD1315 Agreement. Ms. Asher shared that this new grant is also from the recently
awarded Sales Tax Equalization fund totaling $2,668,014 for Fiscal Year 2026. Grant
Agreement PTD1314 will fund the replacement of one fixed route coach totaling $770,000
and no local funds will be required by MTA. The coach will be ordered before the state
contract expires next month and it is estimated that MTA will receive it in 20-24 months.
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Moved that the Mason Transit Authority approve Resolution No. 2026-08.
Tarzwell /Trask. Motion carried.

8I1. POL-402 Travel and Travel Reimbursement Policy. Ms. Asher shared that it has
been five years since this policy had been substantially updated. She covered the reasons
why the revisions needed to be made, such as clarification of reimbursement and non-
reimbursable items, as well as establishing use of personal vehicles and corresponding
reimbursement rates. A Board member asked how the liability insurance applies to a
personal vehicle vs. an MTA vehicle. Ms. Asher responded that if an employee is driving
their personal vehicle, the employee’s insurance would be first and MTA’s insurance would
be second.

Moved that the Mason Transit Authority approve Resolution No. 2026-09.
Tarzwell/Trask. Motion carried.

9. DISCUSSION ITEMS:

9A. April Board Meeting Update: Ms. Asher described the timing of the MTA April Board
meeting and the use of the Hoodsport Library conference room. It had come to staff’s
attention that the Hoodsport library has reserved the conference room for its own use
beginning at 2:00 PM, so it will be important that everyone arrive on time and work
through the items efficiently so that we can adjourn the meeting before the library’s
scheduled time to begin.

10.STAFF REPORTS
Human Resources Manager. Ms. Dorian is on vacation this week.
Finance. Lissa McClanahan, Finance Director, shared that the Auditor is in-house every
Monday and Tuesday working on the 2023 audit. She invited the board to attend the
entrance conference scheduled for noon the next day.
Maintenance. Paul Bolte, Facilities and Fleet Maintenance Manager, reported to the Board
that the concrete pad has been poured at the new YMCA bus stop and will be ready for the

placement of the shelter next month.

Operations. Jason Rowe, Operations Manager, is serving on jury duty.

11.COMMENTS BY BOARD:

The Board Chair and Board member Rick Lee each stated that they enjoyed being a part of
the Van Grant selection process; that they learned a lot and can see that they work with a
knowledgeable staff.

There was discussion about MTA participating in the Internship Program at the high school
and indicated that there is an age gap issue between graduation and the legal age of being
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able to drive for MTA, due to CDL age requirements. This would also apply to various
positions in the shop as it is necessary for many of those positions to hold a CDL.

Recognition of 2026 ridership numbers starting out strong.

12. UPCOMING MEETINGS

Mason Transit Authority
Regular Board Meeting

March 17, 2026 at 1:00 PM
MTA Transit-Community Center
Conference Room

601 West Franklin Street
Shelton

Moved that the meeting be adjourned.

13. ADJOURNED: 1:30 PM
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Mason Transit Authority Board Meeting

Agenda Item: Consent Agenda — Item 6B —Actionable
Subject: Check Approval

Prepared by: Lissa McClanahan, Finance Manager
Approved by: Amy Asher, General Manager

Date: March 17, 2026

Summary:

See Attached Check Register.
Check Disbursement Fiscal Impact:
$972,726.50

Staff Recommendation:
Approve.

Motion for Consideration:

Move that the Mason Transit Authority Board approves the payment of February 5, 2026,
through February 27, 2026, financial obligations on checks #40580 through #40750 as

presented for a total of $972,726.50.
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Docusign Envelope ID: 5661B560-C310-40B6-A0F5-02ADC434A7D6

MASON
TRANSIT
AUTHORITY

MI

Mason Transit Authority
March 17, 2026, Disbursement Approval

The following checks for the period of February 5, 2026, through February 27, 2026, in
the amount of $972,726.50 have been audited and processed for payment by the
Finance Manager in accordance with RCW 42.24.080 and are hereby recommended for
Mason Transit Authority Board approval. Supporting invoices are in the Accounting

Department for review.

2/5/2026 40580 Abila 963.82
2/5/2026 40581 Advance Glass 21.50
2/5/2026 40582 AIG Retirement DBA Corebridge Financial 1,703.08
2/5/2026 40583 Ecolube Recovery, LLC 373.65
2/5/2026 40584 Belfair Water District #1 218.82
2/5/2026 40585 Blue Star Gas 2,936.55
2/5/2026 40586 CDW Government 2,258.36
2/5/2026 40587 City of Shelton 1,701.96
2/5/2026 40588 Comcast 137.26
2/5/2026 40589 Dobbs Peterbilt - Tacoma 150.91
2/5/2026 40590 Employment Security Department - WA State 8,716.73
2/5/2026 40591 Family Motor Co Inc 60,390.00
2/5/2026 40592 Gillig, LLC 1,196.14
2/5/2026 40593 Gordon Truck Centers, Inc. 68.55
2/5/2026 40594 Health Care Center 175.00
2/5/2026 40595 Lift-U, Division of Hogan Mfg. Inc. 1,659.10
2/5/2026 40596 Mason County PUD #3 2,447.66
2/5/2026 40597 Mason County Utilities/Waste Management 121.59
2/5/2026 40598 Purcor Pest Solutions 151.53
2/5/2026 40599 MOHAWK MFG. & SUPPLY 332.68
2/5/2026 40600 Northwest Lift & Equipment LLC 2,497.80
2/5/2026 40601 ODP Business Solutions, LLC 759.73
2/5/2026 40602 O'Reilly Auto Parts 112.07
2/5/2026 40603 Port of Shelton 900.00
2/5/2026 40604 Builders FirstSource 163.80
2/5/2026 40605 Ricoh USA, Inc 112.39
2/5/2026 40606 Romaine Electric 488.70
2/5/2026 40607 State Auditor's Office - WA 139.10
2/5/2026 40608 Schetky Northwest Sales, Inc. 317.67
2/5/2026 40609 Seattle Automotive Distributing 53.34
2/5/2026 40610 Mason County Journal 119.00
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2/5/2026 40611 The Shoppers Weekly 391.39

2/5/2026 40612 Smarsh 11,569.60

2/5/2026 40613 Staples Business Advantage 358.84

2/5/2026 40614 Summit Law Group 902.00

2/5/2026 40615 TK Elevator Corporation 914.55

2/5/2026 40616 Total Battery & Automotive Supply 18.57

2/5/2026 40617 Transfor Corporation 135.00

2/5/2026 40618 UniFirst Corporation 372.84

2/5/2026 40619 Verizon Wireless 1,269.44

2/5/2026 40620 WCP Solutions 421.15

2/5/2026 40621 Westbay Auto Parts 239.25

2/5/2026 40622 AWorkSAFE Service, Inc. 3,716.40

2/5/2026 40623 Washington State Transit Insurance Pool 45,800.00
2/10/2026 40626 U.S. Bank 1,731.17
2/11/2026 40627 Mason Transit Authority - ACH Account 234,063.07
2/20/2026 40628 Advance Glass 293.22
2/20/2026 40629 Aflac 856.94
2/20/2026 40630 World Kinect Energy Services 702.34
2/20/2026 40631 Bradley Air Company 2,710.60
2/20/2026 40632 Belfair Water District #1 223.19
2/20/2026 40633 Berg Marketing Group 3,801.00
2/20/2026 40634 Black Star 1,757.65
2/20/2026 40635 Blue Star Gas 2,684.50
2/20/2026 40636 Cascade Natural Gas 2,545.03
2/20/2026 40637 Columbia Bank 5,947.31
2/18/2026 40638-40689 spoilage 0.00
2/23/2026 40691 Gillig, LLC 2,490.42
2/23/2026 40692 Health Care Center 175.00
2/23/2026 40693 Hood Canal Communications 2,030.92
2/23/2026 40694 Hung Right Doors LLC 425.40
2/23/2026 40695 District 160 1,806.35
2/23/2026 40696 Robert W. Johnson, PLLC 1,600.00
2/23/2026 40697 Kaiser Foundation Health Plan of Washington 138.00
2/23/2026 40698 Kitsap Transit 1,663.52
2/23/2026 40699 Lift-U, Division of Hogan Mfg. Inc. 123.88
2/23/2026 40700 Mason County Garbage, Inc. 1,177.16
2/23/2026 40701 Mason County PUD #3 4,513.64
2/23/2026 40702 Mason County Utilities/Waste Management 33.38
2/23/2026 40703 Purcor Pest Solutions 151.53
2/23/2026 40704 Northwest Coach Truck Trailer & Marine LLC 8,581.94
2/23/2026 40705 ODP Business Solutions, LLC 131.43
2/23/2026 40706 O'Reilly Auto Parts 70.15
2/23/2026 40707 PetroCard, Inc. 32,556.57
2/23/2026 40708 Builders FirstSource 94.42
2/23/2026 40709 Ricoh USA, Inc 72.21
2/23/2026 40710 RingCentral, Inc. 1,282.27
2/23/2026 40711 Right! Systems, Inc. 4,585.50
2/23/2026 40712 State Auditor's Office - WA 10,751.45
2/23/2026 40713 Seattle Automotive Distributing 81.43
2/23/2026 40714 The Shoppers Weekly 361.39
2/23/2026 40715 SkyBitz Tank Monitoring 17.38
2/23/2026 40716 Tozier Brothers, Inc. 33.28
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2/27/2026
2/27/2026
2/27/2026
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40717 UniFirst Corporation 392.68
40718 UniteGPS, LLC 2,441.54
40719 Verizon Wireless 934.00
40720 WCP Solutions 230.01
40721 Whisler Communications 2,079.42
40722 WSDOT-Public Transportation 8,860.00
40723 Washington State Transit Association 164.70
40724 ZEP Sales & Service 775.62
40725 Advance Glass 325.80
40726 AIG Retirement DBA Corebridge Financial 1,853.08
40727 Amerisafe 2,117.51
40728 World Kinect Energy Services 2,214.84
40729 American Tire Distributors 2,090.14
40730 Blue Star Gas 2,673.37
40731 Connectpoint, Inc. 49,250.03
40732 Dobbs Peterbilt - Tacoma 22,697.40
40733 Gillig, LLC 319.05
40734 Health Care Center 350.00
40735 HR Direct 107.46
40736 Identifix 248.69
40737 LegalShield 152.40
40738 Mason County PUD #3 79.12
40739 Mason County Treasurer 94.00
40740 Mason County Utilities/Waste Management 122.40
40741 Purcor Pest Solutions 167.98
40742 Olympic Lock & Key 12.51
40743 O'Reilly Auto Parts 115.53
40744 Builders FirstSource 116.53
40745 Ricoh USA, Inc 11.52
40746 The Shoppers Weekly 1,429.18
40747 Tozier Brothers, Inc. 43.86
40748 UniFirst Corporation 195.77
40749 AWC Employee Benefit Trust 141,076.05
40750 Mason Transit Authority - ACH Account 238,439.51

Total 101000 - MC Treasurer Depository 972,726.50
Signed by:

Submitted by: (455 Mo Lamalian Date: 3/13/2026
$84°McCldhahan, Finance Manager
Signed by:
Date: 3/13/2026

Approved by: ﬂ""“?_ Aoy

S——0C38EAF725EA4R] ..
Amy Asﬁer, General Manager
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Mason Transit Authority Regular Board Meeting
Agenda Item: New Business — Item 7A — Actionable

Subject: Approval of Employee Handbook
Prepared by: Haley Dorian, Human Resources Manager
Approved by: Amy Asher, General Manager

Date: March 17, 2026

Background:

The Employee Handbook was most recently approved by the Authority Board on
December 21, 2021. There have been several legal updates since the last adoption, and
changes in practice to be captured in this most recent version of the handbook.
Sections that are redundant as they are captured in stand alone policies have also been
removed to help streamline the document.

Edits to the Employee Handbook are as follows:

1. Title changes throughout to reflect adjustment from Administrative Services
Manager title to Human Resources Manager and Finance Manager on applicable
sections.

2. Updates to various sections per legal counsel for 1/1/2026 legal updates such as
lactation breaks and pregnancy accommodations.

3. Removal of section 1-4 Title VI. Applicable to customers not employees and per
legal counsel not needed in handbook.

4. Removal of Section 3-16 Smoking Cessation Incentive. Addressed through MTA
Wellness Program.

5. Addition of Section 1-10 Employee Complaint Procedure to document procedure
for elevating complaints or concerns to MTA Board if necessary.

6. Additional language added to Section 2-5 Timekeeping Procedures, 3-20
Vacation Payout, 3-23 Uniforms, 4-6 Leave Without Pay (LWOP), and 5-18 If
you Must Leave Us.

Additionally, MTA’s Policy Committee and MTA’s Legal Counsel have each reviewed the
updates twice to ensure all have reviewed both sets of changes that have been made
since July 29, 2025. The document has also been reviewed by union representatives.

Summary: Approve the updated Employee Handbook dated March 17, 2026.

Fiscal Impact:
None.
MTA Reg. Board meeting
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Staff Recommendation:
Approve.
Motion for Consideration:

Move that the Mason Transit Authority Board approve Resolution No. 2026-10
approving the updated Employee Handbook.
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Mason Transit Authority
Employee Handbook

l,“ o

AUTHORITY

Presented to Policy Committee: 64/0+2021 July 29. 2025
Amendment Presented to Policy Committee: 12/02/202+ February 4., 2026

Presented to Board: 04/20/2621 4/20/2021
Amendment Presented to Board: Deeember 212021+ March 17, 2026
Approved by Board: December 242021+

Amendment Approved by Board: September20,2022
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ABOUT THIS HANDBOOK/DISCLAIMER

We prepared this handbook to help employees find the answers to many questions that they may have
regarding their employment with MasenTransit-AutherityMason Transit Authority. Please take the
necessary time to read it.

We do not expect this handbook to answer all questions. Supervisors, Managers and the Administration
department Administrative-Serviees-also serve as a-majorseureemajor sources of information.

Neither this handbook nor any other verbal or written communication by a management representative
is, nor should it be considered to be, an agreement, contract of employment — whether; express or
implied, or a promise of treatment in any particular manner in any given situation, nor does it confer
any contractual rights whatsoever. MasenTFransit-AuthorityMason Transit Authority adheres to the
policy of employment at will, which permits MTA or the employee to end the employment relationship
at any time, for any reason, with or without cause or notice.

No MTA representative other than the General Manager may modify at-will status and/or provide any
special arrangement concerning the terms or conditions of employment—in—an—individual-case—or
generally, and any such modification must be in a signed writing.

Many matters covered by this handbook, such as benefit plan descriptions, are also described in separate
MTA policy or collective bargaining documents. These MTA documents are always controlling over
any statement made in this handbook or by any member of management.

This handbook states only general MTA guidelines. MTA may, at any time, in its sole discretion,
modify or vary from anything stated in this handbook, with or without notice, except for the rights of
the parties to end employment at will, which may only be modified by an express written agreement
signed by the employee and General Manager.

This handbook is intended to give employees a broad summary of things they should know about Masen
Fransit-AutherityMason Transit Authority. The information in this handbook is general in nature and,
should questions arise, any member of management should be consulted for complete details. While we
intend to continue the policies, rules and benefits described in this handbook, Mason Transit Authority
MasenTransit-Authority; in its sole discretion, may always amend, add to, delete from or modify the
provisions of this handbook and/or change its interpretation of any provision set forth in this handbook.
Employees should not hesitate to speak to management if they have any questions about MTA or its
personnel policies and practices.

This handbook is subject to the terms of any applicable collective bargaining agreement.

This handbook supersedes all prior handbooks.
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Section 1 - Principles of Employment

MASON—TRANSIF AUTHORITYMASON TRANSIT AUTHORITY STATEMENTS OF
VISION, MISSION & GUIDING PRINCIPLES

Vision ~ Driving our community forward.

Mission ~ We provide transportation choices that connect people, jobs, and community, increasing the
quality of life in Mason County.

Our Guiding Principles ~ We believe that public transportation and personal mobility are essential to
the economic vitality, environmental stability, and quality of life in Mason County. Our core values
guide our actions each day:

e Service Excellence: We go beyond the expectations of our customers and provide inspirational
leadership to deliver safe, comfortable, and reliable service; we see today’s best service as our
motivation to make tomorrow’s even better.

e Safety: We provide and enforce a safe and secure environment for our customers, community
and teammates through awareness, consistent training, and allocation of resources.

e Professionalism: We conduct our work transactions with integrity, fiscal responsibility and
transparency. We engage the community in our decision making by sharing information and
encouraging public involvement.

o Teamwork: We achieve our greatest success as a team. We embrace diversity, support each
other and treat each other with respect, and use meaningful communication.

o Partnerships: We explore and build collaborative and healthy alliances to promote and advance
our mission.

e Innovation: We constantly explore ways to improve. We celebrate inspiration, creativity,
initiative and courage in all things to promote an exceptional customer service experience.
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1-1 Introduction

For employees who are commencing employment with Masen—TFransit—-AutherityMason Transit
Authority (or “MTA?”), on behalf of MasenFransit-AutherityMTA, the Management Team extends a
warm and sincere welcome. You are joining a team of highly committed people.

For employees who have been with us, thank you for your past and continued service.

We extend our personal best wishes for success and happiness here at MasonTFransit-AuthorityMTA.
We understand that it is our employees who provide the services that our customers rely upon, and who
will enable us to create new opportunities in the years to come.

1-2 Equal Employment Opportunity

MasenTransitAuthorityMTA is an Equal Opportunity Employer that does not discriminate on the basis
of actual or perceived race, creed, color, religion, alienage or national origin, ancestry, citizenship
status, age, disability, sex, pregnancy, marital status, status as a domestic violence victim, veteran status,
sexual orientation, gender identity or expression, genetic information, or any other characteristic
protected by applicable federal, state or local laws. Our management team is dedicated to this policy
with respect to recruitment, hiring, placement, promotion, transfer, training, compensation, benefits,
employee activities and general treatment during employment.

Any employees with questions or concerns about equal employment opportunities in the workplace are
encouraged to bring these issues to the attention of the- Administrative-ServieesHuman Resources
Manager Manager. MTA will not allow any form of retaliation against individuals who raise issues of
equal employment opportunity. If employees feel they have been subjected to any such retaliation, they
should contact the-HR Manager—Administrative—ServicesHuman Resources—ManagerManager. To
ensure our workplace is free of artificial barriers, violation of this policy, including any improper
retaliatory conduct, will lead to discipline, up to and including discharge. All employees must cooperate
with all investigations.

(See POL-307 for details)
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1-3 Employee Rights to Equal Pay and Opportunities

MTA Washington-State’sEqual Pay-OppertunityAet requires MTA-to-provides equal pay and career

advancement opportunities to employees, regardless of gender, in compliance with Washington State’s
Equal Pay Opportunity Act. Fhe-In accordance with the aAct, MTA promotes fairness among workers

through the following:
1. MTA provides equal compensation to “similarly employed” workers;—exeept—for—seme

speeifie-reasons-unrelatedto-gender. Employees are similarly employed if the individuals

work for the same employer, the performance of the job requires similar skill, effort, and
esponsrblhty, and the ]obs are performed under s1m11ar worklng condltrons—Sml—&rl—y

2. MTA does not limit or provide career advancement opportunities based on gender.
3. MTA does not stop employees from disclosing their wages to other workers or require
agreements with employees that stop them from disclosing their wages.
4. MTA does not take any negative action against an employee for:
a.  asking or talking about wages with other workers,
b.  asking MTA to provide a reason for the employee’s wages or lack of opportunity for
career advancement, or
c.  helping or encouraging a fellow worker to take an action protected by the Equal Pay
Opportunity Act_or; filing a complaint with MTA or any federal, state, or local

aucney—hsre e nedon s eead e Lol e Dol Sey

(See POL-307 for details)

1-5 Reasonable Accommodations

MTA provides reasonable accommodations to persons, employees or applicants for employment who
qualify as individuals with disabilities under the Americans with Disability Act (ADA) of 1990 and/or
the Washington State Law Against Discrimination (Chapter 49.60 RCW). A qualified individual with
a disability is a person with-who: (i) has a sensory, mental, or physical condition that is medically
diagnosable; whe—(ii) satisfies the job requirements for educational background, employment
experience, skills, licenses and any other qualification standards that are job related; and (iii) is able to
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satisfactorily perform all functions that are essential to the job, with or without reasonable
accommodation.

Qualified individuals with disabilities have the right to request and receive reasonable accommodations
in all aspects of employment. MTA will initiate an interactive process i there-isupon receiving a request
for an accommodation from an employee or applicant, or upon learning information indicating that the
employee may have a sensory, mental, or physical impairment that limits the employee’s ability to
perform their job. Supervisors and managers should document and forward to the Human Resources
Department any initial information received from an employee about a potential qualifying disability
as well as any request for an accommodation.

The Administrative-ServieesHuman Resources-Departmentdepartment has the responsibility to receive
requests for accommodation, review possible options in conjunction with the employee or applicant
and the affected manager, and recommend an appropriate accommodation. Such accommodations may
include, but not be limited to, establishing a temporary part-time or modified work schedule, job
restructuring, transitional duty, purchasing or modifying equipment or devices, making facilities
accessible, anrd-modifying existing policies, or extendinged an unpaid medical leave of absence. When
more than one reasonable accommodatlon exists, the agency will select the accommodatlon to be
prov1ded ; ¢ . St

MTA will endeavor to accommodate the sincere religious beliefs of its employees to the extent such

accommodation would not cause an undue hardship on MTA’S operations/business.. If employees wish
to request such an accommodation, they should contact the Human Resources Manager

It is the responsibility of the employee or applicant to provide a written request effor the accommodation
desired, as well as a completed Health Care Certification form completed by the employee or applicant’s
health care provider outlining the nature of the disability, work-related restrictions, and if known, the
accommodation(s) needed. Those who fail to provide such information may forfeit their eligibility for
reasonable accommodation.

MasenTFransit-AuthorityMTA has no obligation to create vacant positions, to offer reassignment to
promotional positions, to waive job qualifications or essential functions in the accommodation process,
or to grant an accommodatlon that would cause an undue hardshlp on the agency M%&eemmﬁted

Lactation Breaks

Masen—TFransit-AutherityMTA will provide a reasonable amount of break time to accommodate
employees desiring to express breast milk for their infant child, in accordance with and to the extent
required by applicable law. The break time, if possible, must run concurrently with rest and meal periods
already provided. If the break time cannot run concurrently with rest and meal periods already provided,
the break time will be unpaid, subject to applicable law.

10
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MTA Wlll mdk%redseﬂabieef—fm%work w1th the employee to provide employees-with-the-use-ofaroom

atea private space to express breastmilk for up
to ene—yeartwo years after the child’s birth. This location may be the employee's private office, if
applicable. MTA may not be able to provide additional break time if doing so would seriously disrupt
MTA's operations, subject to applicable law. Please consult the Administrative—ServieesHuman

Resources-Manager-withManager with questions regarding this policy.

Employees should advise management if they need break time and an area for this purpose. Employees
will not be discriminated against or retaliated against for exercising their rights under this policy.

1-6 Pregnancy Accommodations

In compliance with the Pregnant Workers Fairness Act and Washingtentaw Washington state’s Healthy
Starts Act, Masen—TFransit—-AuthorityMTA will not discriminate against an employee in relation to
pregnancy and pregnancy-related health conditions. MTA will endeavor to provide reasonable
accommodations for eonditions—related-to-pregnancy and pregnancy-related health conditions; unless
the accommodation would pose an undue hardship on MTA’s pregram;—enterprise;—or—business.
Reasonable accommodations can include:

providing more frequent, longer or flexible restroom breaks;

modifying a no food or drink policy;

3. job restructuring, part-time or modified work schedules, reassignment to a vacant position
or acquiring or modifying equipment, devices, or an employee’s work station;

4. providing seating or allowing the employee to sit more often if the employee’s job requires

the employee to stand;

providing for a temporary transfer to a less strenuous or less hazardous position;

providing assistance with manual labor and limits on lifting;

scheduling flexibility for prenatal and postnatal visits; and

any further pregnancy accommodation an employee may request, and to which MTA must

give reasonable consideration in consultation with information provided on pregnancy

accommodation by the Washington Department of Labor and Industries or the attending

health care provider of the employee.

N —

PN

MTA may request that the employee provide a written certification from the employee’s treating health
care professional regarding the need for reasonable accommodation except for accommodations listed

in points 1, 2 and 4 above or limits on lifting-subjeet-to-applicable-taw.

MTA will not take adverse action against an employee who requests, declines. or uses an
accommodation. Further, MTA will not deny employment opportunities to an otherwise qualified
employee or prospective employee if such denial is based on MTA’s need to reasonably accommodate
an employee’s or prospective employee’s condition related to pregnancy, childbirth, or a related
medical condition. Additionally, MTA will not require an employee to take leave if another reasonable
accommodation can be provided for the employee’s pregnancy and pregnancy-related health
conditions.

11
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If employees have any questions about or would like to request a reasonable accommodation, they
should contact the Administrative-ServieesHuman Resources-ManagerManager-

1-7 Unlawful Harassment

It is Masen Transit-AutherityMTA’s policy to prohibit intentional and unintentional harassment of any
individual by another person on the basis of any protected classification including, but not limited to,
race, color, national origin, citizenship or immigration status, religion, disability (including the use of a
trained service animal), religion, marital status, veteran_or military status, sexual orientation, sex
(including pregnancy). gender expression or identity, genetic information, or age. The purpose of this
policy is not to regulate our employees’ personal morality, but to ensure that in the workplace, no one
harasses another individual.

Unlawful harassment encompasses unwelcome conduct that is based upon a person’s protected status
and that affects tangible job benefits, interferes unreasonably with an individual’s work performance,
or creates an intimidating, hostile, or offensive working environment. Forms of unlawful harassment
include, but are not limited to:

e Verbal: repeated sexual innuendoes, racial or sexual epithets, derogatory slurs, off-color
jokes, propositions, threats, mocking remarks, or suggestive or insulting sounds;

e Visual/Non-verbal: derogatory posters, cartoons, drawings or emails, suggestive objects
or pictures, graphic commentaries, leering, or obscene gestures;

e Physical: unwanted physical contact including touching, interference with an individual’s
normal work movement, or assault.:-and

If an employee feels that he or she has been subjected to conduct which violates this policy, or has
observed harassing behavior toward another person, he or she should immediately report the matter to
the Administrative-ServieesHuman Resources-ManagerManager. If the employee is unable for any
reason to contact this person, or if the employee has not received a satisfactory response within five (5)
business days after reporting any incident of what the employee perceives to be harassment, the
employee should contact the General Manager. If the person toward whom the complaint is directed is
one of the individuals indicated above, the employee should contact any higher-level manager in his or
her reporting hierarchy. Every report of perceived harassment will be fully investigated, and corrective
action will be taken where appropriate. MTA reserves the right to impose discipline up to and including
termination of employment for offensive behavior, regardless of whether the behavior rises to the level
of a violation of law. All complaints will be kept confidential to the extent possible, but confidentiality
cannot be guaranteed.

In addition, MTA will not allow any form of retaliation against individuals who in good faith report
harassing conduct to management or who cooperate in the investigations of such reports in accordance
with this policy. If the employee feels he or she has been subjected to any such retaliation, he or she
should report it in the same manner in which the employee would report a claim of perceived harassment
under this policy. Violation of this policy including any improper retaliatory conduct will result in
disciplinary action, up to and including discharge. All employees must cooperate with all investigations.

12
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(See POL-308 for details.)

1-8 Sexual Harassment

It is MasenFransitAuthorityMTA's policy to prohibit harassment of any employee by any supervisor,
employee customer or vendor on the ba31s of sex or gender ﬂaepvaeseef—ﬂm—pehc—yqﬂe{—twegmﬁe

harassment—While it is not easy to define premsely what types of conduct could constitute sexual
harassment, examples of prohibited behavior include unwelcome sexual advances, requests for sexual
favors, obscene gestures, displaying sexually graphic magazines, calendars or posters, sending sexually
explicit e-mails, text messages and other verbal or physical conduct of a sexual nature, such as uninvited
touching of a sexual nature or sexually related comments. Depending upon the circumstances, improper
conduct also can include sexual joking, vulgar or offensive conversation or jokes, commenting about
an employee’s physical appearance, conversation about your own or someone else’s sex life, or teasing
or other conduct directed toward a person because of his—orherhis, her, or their gender which is
sufficiently severe or pervasive to create an unprofessional and hostile working environment.

If an employee feels that he or she has been subjected to conduct which violates this policy, or has
observed another person being subjected to such behavior, the employee should immediately report the
matter to the Administrative ServieesHuman Resources-ManaserManager. If unable for any reason to
contact this person, or if the employee has not received a satisfactory response within five (5) business
days after reporting any incident of perceived harassment, the employee should contact the General
Manager. If the person toward whom the complaint is directed is one of the individuals indicated above,
the employee should contact any higher-level manager in his-erherhis, her, or their reporting hierarchy.
Every report of perceived harassment will be fully investigated, and corrective action will be taken
where appropriate. MTA reserves the right to impose discipline up to and including termination of
employment for sexually offensive behavior, regardless of whether the behavior rises to the level of a
violation of law. All complaints will be kept confidential to the extent possible, but confidentiality
cannot be guaranteed.

In addition, MTA will not allow any form of retaliation against individuals who in good faith report
unwelcome conduct to management or who cooperate in the investigations of such reports in accordance
with this policy. If the employee feels they have been subjected to any such retaliation, the employee
should report it in the same manner in which a claim of perceived harassment would be reported under
this policy. Violation of this policy including any improper retaliatory conduct will result in disciplinary
action, up to and including discharge. All employees must cooperate with all investigations.

(See POL-308 for details.)

1-9 Drug-Free and Alcohol-Free Workplace

All MasenTransitAuthorityMTA employees are subject to the provisions of the Drug-Free Workplace
Act of 1988. All covered employees are required to submit to drug and alcohol tests as a condition of
employment. Covered employees include those with safety-sensitive functions who operate a revenue
service vehicle in or out of revenue service, operate a non-revenue vehicle requiring a commercial
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driver’s license, control movement or dispatch of a revenue service vehicle, or maintain (including
repairs, overhaul and rebuilding) ef-a revenue service vehicle or equipment used in revenue service.

The appropriate use of legally prescribed drugs and non-prescription medication is not prohibited.
However, it is the responsibility of employees to determine if they are fit for duty and to remove
themselves from service if they are experiencing any adverse effects from any drug or medication.

Additional details can be found within POL-301 Drug and Alcohol Policy, which complies with
49 CFR Part 655 and 49 CFR Part 40, as amended.

1-1040 Workplace Violence

Masen TFransit-AuthorityMTA is strongly committed to providing a safe workplace. The purpose of this
policy is to minimize the risk of personal injury to employees and damage to MTA and personal

property.

Masen—TFransitAuthorityMTA does not expect employees to become experts in psychology or to

physically subdue a threatening or violent individual. Indeed, Maseon—TFransit—AutherityMTA
specifically discourages employees from engaging in any physical confrontation with a violent or

potentially violent individual. However, Mason—Transit-AuthorityMTA does expect and encourage
employees to exercise reasonable judgment in identifying potentially dangerous situations, using de-

escalation techniques as appropriate, and notifying management of threatened or actual violence.

Recognizing a Potentially Violent Individual

Experts in the mental health profession state that prior to engaging in acts of violence, troubled
individuals often exhibit one or more of the following behaviors or signs: over-resentment; anger and
hostility; extreme agitation; making ominous threats such as bad things will happen to a particular
person or a catastrophic event will occur; sudden and significant decline in work performance;
irresponsible, irrational, intimidating, aggressive or otherwise inappropriate behavior; reacting to
questions with an antagonistic or overtly negative attitude; discussing weapons and their use and/or
brandishing weapons in the workplace; overreacting or reacting harshly to changes in MTA policies
and procedures; personality conflicts with co-workers; obsession or preoccupation with a co-worker or
supervisor; attempts to sabotage the work or equipment of a co-worker; blaming others for mistakes
and circumstances; or demonstrating a propensity to behave and react irrationally.

Prohibited Conduct

Threats, threatening language or any other acts of aggression or violence made toward or by any MTA
employee WILL NOT BE TOLERATED. For purposes of this policy, a threat includes any verbal or
physical harassment or abuse, any attempt at intimidating or instilling fear in others, menacing gestures,
flashing of weapons, stalking or any other hostile, aggressive, injurious or destructive action undertaken
for the purpose of domination or intimidation. Due to the potential for misunderstandings, joking about
any of the above is also prohibited.

To the extent permitted by law, employees and visitors are prohibited from carrying weapons onto MTA
premises._ “Weapons” are defined broadly to include anything readily capable of causing death or
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substantial bodily harm when used. This includes firearms, explosives, knives with blades longer than
three inches, clubs, and other items when carried or displayed in a manner that causes alarm (e.g., a
baseball bat). However, employees are allowed to store firearms securely in their own personal vehicles.
Employees and visitors are also allowed to carry mace or pepper spray onto MTA premises for self-
defense.

Procedures for Reporting a Threat

All potentially dangerous situations, including threats by co-workers, should be reported immediately
to any member of management with whom the employee feels comfortable. Reports of threats may be
maintained confidential to the extent maintaining confidentiality does not impede our ability to
investigate and respond to the complaints. All threats will be promptly investigated. All employees
must cooperate with all investigations. No employee will be subjected to retaliation, intimidation, or
disciplinary action as a result of reporting a threat in good faith under this policy.

If MTA determines, after an appropriate good faith investigation, that someone has violated this policy,
MTA will take swift and appropriate corrective action.

If the employee is the recipient of a threat made by an outside party, that employee should follow the
steps detailed in this section. It is important for us to be aware of any potential danger in our work

environment. Indeed,—Masen—Transit-AutherityMTA wants to take effective measures to protect

everyone from the threat of a violent act by an employee or by anyone else.

Section 1-11 Employee Complaint Procedure

MTA recognizes that there may be times when emplovees need to formally express concerns or
complaints regarding workplace matters. The following procedure ensures that non-represented
employees receive a fair and unbiased review of their concerns through a structured and respectful

process.

If you have a complaint or wish to report a violation of company policy, please follow these steps:

Step 1: Employees are encouraged to first discuss their concerns directly with their immediate
supervisor. Many issues can be resolved informally when both parties communicate openly and work
collaboratively to find a solution. If the concern is not resolved to the employee’s satisfaction through
informal discussion, the employee may proceed with a formal complaint. If your supervisor and/or
manager is the subject of the complaint or concern, or if you are uncomfortable speaking with them
proceed to Step 2.

Step 2: Contact the Human Resources department by phone or in person to submit a formal complaint
within ten (10) days of the informal discussion, or incident if there was no informal discussion. The
written complaint should include:

¢ A clear description of the concern or complaint.

* Supporting information such as relevant facts, evidence, witness accounts, or applicable policies.

¢ The desired resolution or outcome.

If HR is the subject of your complaint, contact the General Manager to submit a formal complaint. If the
General Manager is the subject of the complaint, HR will submit the formal complaint to the Board
Chair and/or Vice Chair.

Step 4: Once a complaint is received, Human Resources, or the appropriate party, will conduct a prompt
and impartial investigation. A written response will be provided to the employee within sixty (60)
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calendar days of receiving the complaint. This response will represent the final determination unless new
evidence or circumstances justify further review.

Human Resources will maintain a confidential record of the entire complaint process, including all
submitted materials and written responses, in accordance with organizational recordkeeping policies
and to the extent allowed by law.

Non-Retaliation
MTA strictly prohibits any form of retaliation against an employee for filing a complaint in good faith or

for participating in an investigation. Any employee found to have retaliated against another for these
reasons will be subject to disciplinary action, up to and including termination.

(Represented employees should refer to their respective collective bargaining agreements.)

1-121 Whistleblower Act

The Washington State Whistleblower Act of 1982 provides protection for public employees who report
suspected improper government action. Any public employee may report suspected improper
governmental action by reporting it to the General Manager, Administrative ServieesHuman Resources
ManagerManager, or the Board. “Improper government action” is action taken in the performance of
an employee’s official duties that:

e Results in mismanagement or gross waste of public funds;
e [s aviolation of any federal or state law or rule; or
e [s of substantial and specific danger to the public health or safety.

MTA encourages employees to report such actions and will protect employees from retaliation for such
reporting made in good faith.
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(See POL-305 Whistleblower Protection Policy for details.)
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Section 2 - Operational Policies
2-1 Employee Classifications
For purposes of this handbook, all employees fall within one or more of the classifications below.

Regular Full-Time Employees - Employees who regularly work at least 30 hours per week who were
not hired on a short-term basis.

Regular Part-Time Employees - Employees who regularly work fewer than 30 hours per week who
were not hired on a short-term basis.

Worker/Driver — Employees who operate a routed commuter bus to their primary employment site at
Puget Sound Naval Shipyard. Back-Up Worker drivers serve as substitutes for the Worker Drivers.

On-Call Employees - Employees whose schedules are directed by the needs of the transit system and
may only work one day per week or for a specified period of time each year.

Temporary Employees — Employees who are hired for a period of six months or less.

Safety-Sensitive Employees - Jobs in which alcohol or drug use could threaten the safety of any other
person in the workplace. All positions in the Operations, Facilities and Maintenance departments are
considered safety-sensitive.

In addition to the above classifications, employees are categorized as either "exempt" or "non-exempt"
for purposes of federal and state wage and hour laws. Employees classified as exempt do not receive
overtime pay; they generally receive the same weekly salary regardless of hours worked. The employee
will be informed of these classifications upon hire and informed of any subsequent changes to the
employee’s classifications.

2-2 Probation Period

The first six months of eur-employment is an introductory probation period. This is an opportunity for
MTA to evaluate the employee’s performance. It also is an opportunity for the employee to decide
whether they are happy being employed by MTA. MTA may extend the introductory period by 30 days
if necessary to allow for further evaluation of performance. Completion of the introductory period does
not alter an employee's at-will status.

MasenTFransit-AutherityMTA will conduct a formal performance review at the end of the probation
period.

(Represented employees should refer to their respective collective bargaining agreements.)
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2-3 Employee Service Credit

“Length of service” refers to the length of time that our employees spend as active Full-Time or Part-
Time Employees with MasenTransit-AuthorityMTA. Service begins on the day you become a Full-
Time or Part-Time Employee.

Length of service may be used in deterrnlnmg certaln work ass1gnments shlfts employee beneﬁts such
astlme offbeneﬁts Employ et ' s ' when-tran o to-anoth

(See respective collective bargaining agreement.)

2-4 Yeur-Employment Records

MTA maintains personnel records for each employee. While these files are MTA property, employees
have the right to review their own personnel file; in the presence of the Administrative-ServieesHuman
Resources-ManagerManager or designee; at a mutually convenient time. Employees may also request
copies of anything in their personnel files. Employees are entitled to ean-add theiewn—version-ofa
written rebuttal to any disputed item to the personnel file. The employee’s team manager, the
Administrative—ServieesHuman Resources—Manager Manager, and the General Manager may also
examine employee personnel files_except for confidential medical records, which shall be kept in a

separate file.

The employee should keep his or her personnel file up to date by informing the Administrative
ServieesHuman Resources-ManagerManager of any changes. The employee also should inform the
Administrative-ServieesHuman Resources-ManagerManager of any specialized training or skills he or
she may acquire in the future, as well as any changes to any required visas. Unreported changes of
address, marital status, etc. can affect withholding tax and benefit coverage. Further, an “out of date”
emergency contact or an inability to reach the employee in a crisis could cause a severe health or safety
risk or other significant problem.

2-5 Timekeeping Procedures

Employees must record their actual time worked for payroll and benefit purposes. Actual time worked
does not include meal periods; any or non-worked €BA—guaranteed pay time provided for in an
applicable collective bargaining agreement. Employees are required to add appropriate notes to their
timecard notating any variances from their scheduled shift.

Altering, falsifying, or tampering with time records is prohibited and subjects the employee to
discipline, up to and including discharge.

An FLSA- exempt employee is expected to work the amount of time necessary to accomplish the duties
and tasks of the position and are expected to work a minimum of 80 hours every two weeks unless
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accrued leave is used. Exempt employees are required to record their daily work attendance and report
days of absence from work for reasons such as leaves of absence, sick leave or personal business that
exceed 4 hours in the day. Exempt employees are regularly required to attend meetings or events that
occur outside typical hours and flex their time as needed during the pay period. This requires continual
communication with managers and staff that are supervised to ensure that agency needs are being met.

Non-exempt employees may not start work until their scheduled starting time without being
preapproved.

It is the employee’s responsibility to sign time records to certify the accuracy of all time recorded. Any
errors in the time record should be reported immediately to a supervisor, who will attempt to correct
legitimate errors.

2-6 Overtime

Occasionally, we experience periods of extremely high activity. During these busy periods, additional
work is required from all of us. Supervisors are responsible for monitoring business activity and
requesting overtime work if it is necessary. Effort will be made to provide employees with adequate
advance notice in such situations.

Any non-exempt employee who works overtime will be compensated at the rate of one and one-half
times (1.5) his/her normal hourly wage for all time worked in excess of forty (40) hours each week,
unless otherwise required by law.

Non-exempt employees may work overtime only with prior management authorization.

For purposes of calculating overtime for non-exempt employees, the workweek begins at 12:00 a.m. on
Sunday and ends at +2-a=:11:59 p.m. on the following Saturday.

2-7 Rest and Meal Breaks for Non-Exempt Employees

In compliance with state and federal law and to encourage employees to refresh and re-energize during
the day, non-exempt employees are required to take rest and meal breaks, as directed, during work
hours. Employees are expected to take a paid 15-minute break during every four-hour period of work.
Most employees are able to take intermittent breaks, throughout that period, which total 15 minutes. If
this is not possible, a break must be scheduled. f-most-eases-eEmployees should not work more than
three hours without a break.

In addition, employees who work longer than five hours will be scheduled for an unpaid meal period
of at least thirty minutes_to be provided between the second and fifth working hour.-+#the-employeeis
stil-ontheeleck. The time when meal periods are scheduled varies between departments, depending
on the needs of each department. Your team manager will assign your meal period schedule.

During unpaid meal breaks, employees are completely relieved of job duties.
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Employees may not combine meal and/or rest breaks in order to leave work early. MTA reserves the
right to schedule or reschedule meal and rest periods to meet the operational needs of MTA.

Represented employees should refer to their respective collective bargaining agreement for other
specifics relating to Rest and Meal Breaks.

2-8 Travel Time for Non-Exempt Employees
Overnight, Out-of-Town Trips

Non-exempt employees will be compensated for time spent traveling (except for meal periods), on days
they are scheduled to work and on unscheduled workdays (such as weekends). Non-exempt employees
also will be paid for any time spent performing job duties during otherwise non-compensable travel
time; however, such work should be limited absent advance management authorization.

Out-of-Town Trips for One Day

Non-exempt employees who travel out of town for a one-day assignment will be paid for all travel time,
except for, among other things, meal periods.

Local Travel

Non-exempt employees will be compensated for time spent traveling from one job site to another job
site during a workday. The trip home, however, is non-compensable when an employee goes directly
home from his/her final job site, unless it is much longer than his/her regular commute home from the
regular worksite. In such case, the portion of the trip home in excess of the regular commute is
compensable.

Commuting Time

Under the Portal to Portal Act, travel from home to work and from work to home is generally non-
compensable. The time it takes an employee to travel to any of MTA’s workplaces to start their shift
is considered non-compensable. However, it—weuld—inehide-the time it takes to get from one MTA
location to another during the workday is compensable.

If compensable travel time results in more than 40 hours worked by a non-exempt employee, the
employee will be compensated at an overtime rate of one and one-half times the regular rate. Non-
exempt employees may be required to flex their time when possible to minimize overtime as a result of
work travel.

To the extent that applicable state law provides greater benefits, state law applies.

(See POL 402 Travel and Travel Reimbursement Policy for details.)
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2-9 Safe Harbor Policy for Exempt Employees

It is our policy and practice to accurately compensate employees and to do so in compliance with all
applicable state and federal laws. To ensure proper payment and that no improper deductions are made,
employees must review pay stubs promptly to identify and report all errors.

Employees classified as exempt salaried employees will receive a salary which is intended to
compensate them for all hours they may work for MasenFransit-AuthorityMTA. This salary will be
established at the time of hire or classification as an exempt employee. While it may be subject to review
and modification from time to time, such as during salary review times, the salary will be a
predetermined amount that will not be subject to deductions for variations in the quantity or quality of
the work performed.

Under federal and state law, salary is subject to certain deductions. For example, unless state law
requires otherwise, salary can be reduced for the following reasons:

absences for personal reasons exceeding 4 hours in the day;

absences for sickness or disability exceeding 4 hours in the day;

full-day disciplinary suspensions for infractions of our written policies and procedures;

medical leave absences (either full- or partial-day absences);

to offset amounts received as payment from the court for jury and witness fees or from the

military as military pay;

o the first or last week of employment in the event the employee works less than a full week;
and

e any full work week in which the employee does not perform any work.

Salary may also be reduced for certain types of deductions such as a portion of health, dental or vision
premiums; state, federal or local taxes; and/or social security.

In any work week in which the employee performed any work, salary will not be reduced for any of the
following reasons:

e partial day absences less than 4 hours for personal reasons, sickness or disability;
an absence because the employer has decided to close a facility on a scheduled work day;
absences for jury duty, attendance as a witness, or military leave in any week in which the
employee performed any work (subject to any offsets as set forth above); and

e any other deductions prohibited by state or federal law.

However, unless state law provides otherwise, deductions may be made to accrued leave for full- or
partial-day absences for personal reasons, sickness, or disability.

If the employee believes he or she has been subject to any improper deductions, the employee should
immediately report the matter to a supervisor. If the supervisor is unavailable or if the employee believes
it would be inappropriate to contact that person (or if the employee has not received a prompt and fully
acceptable reply), he or she should immediately contact the Administrative-ServieesHuman Resources

ManagerManager or any other supervisor in MasenTFransit-AutherityMTA with whom the employee
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feels comfortable. No employee will be subjected to retaliation for raising a concern about an improper
pay deduction.

2-10 Veteran’s Preference

Veterans will be given preference in the selection process for filling vacant positions, in compliance
with state law (RCW 41.04.005, 41.04.010 and 73.16.010). To claim Veteran's Preference, applicants
must complete a Veteran's Preference Declaration.

2-11 Your Paycheck
The employee will be paid bi-weekly for all the-time worked during the past pay period.

Payroll stubs itemize deductions made from gross earnings. By law, MTA is required to make
deductions for Social Security, federal income tax and any other appropriate taxes or deductions. These
required deductions also may include any court-ordered garnishments. Payroll stubs also will
differentiate between regular pay received and overtime pay received for non-exempt employees.

If there is an error in an employee's pay, the employee should bring the matter to the attention of the
Administrative-ServieesHuman Resources-Department immediately-se-MTA—eanresolve-the-matter

el amicably.
2-12 Direct Deposit

Masen-Transit-AuthorityMTA pays employees through the use of direct deposit. Authorization forms
are available within Paylocity. Employees may opt to receive a check instead of direct deposit.

2-13 Salary Advances

MasenTFransitAutherityMTA does not permit advances on paychecks or against accrued paid time off.

2-14 Performance Review

Masen—Transit-AutherityMTA endeavors to review performance annually. However, a positive
performance evaluation does not guarantee an increase in salary, a promotion or continued employment.
Compensation increases and the terms and conditions of employment, including job assignments,
transfers, promotions and demotions are determined by and at the discretion of management and
respective collective bargaining agreements.

In addition to these formal performance evaluations, MTA encourages employees and supervisors to
discuss job performance on a frequent and ongoing basis.
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2-15 Job Postings

Masen—Transit-AutherityMTA is dedicated to assisting employees in managing their careers and
reaching their professional goals through promotion and transfer opportunities. This policy outlines the

on-line job posting program which is in place for all employees. To be eligible to apply for an open
position, employees must meet several requirements:

Should be a current, regular, full-time, or part-time employee;

Been in your current position for at least three months;

Maintain a performance rating of satisfactory or above;

Maintain an exemplary safety record,

Should not be on an employee conduct/performance-related probation or warning;

Must meet the job qualifications listed on the job posting; and

Required to provide the employee’s manager with notice prior to applying for the position.

If the employee finds a position of interest on the job posting website and meets the eligibility
requirements, they are encouraged to apply in order to be considered for the position. MTA will post
all vacancies, job openings and new classifications, and the postingsit shall remain open for five (5)
days. The notice shall state the number of jobs to be filled, the rate of pay for each job to be filled and
a job description, including the work required and minimum qualifications. MTA reserves the right to
seek applicants solely from outside sources or to post positions internally and externally simultaneously
if the vacant position is at the lowest classification level, or on approval of the General Manager where
there is a need to fill the position without delay.

For more specific information about the program, refer to the appropriate collective bargaining
agreement or contact the Administrative-ServieesHuman Resources-ManagerManager.

2-16 Transfer/Promotion

An employee may apply and be selected for another position in MTA. The employee may be hired at
the new range, depending on qualifications for the position.

2-17 Voluntary Reduction

A regularly appointed employee may reduce or be reduced to a vacant position in a lower classification
for his or her personal reasons or for reasons of organizational change, reduction in force, disability
accommodation, or because of poor job match or work performance, upon approval of the General
Manager. No selection process is required; however, the employee must be able to demonstrate that he
or she meets the minimum qualifications for the lower classification. An employee so reduced must
successfully complete the probation review period if he or she has not successfully completed an initial
probation review period.
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2-18 Reclassification

Reclassification is a change in salary range and/or exempt status for a specific position; as a result of a
significant increase or decrease in the level of responsibilities, tasks, duties and/or skills required in the
current position. A reclassification is not appropriate for a change in volume of work at the current level
of responsibility.

When the duties of a position materially change, an employee may request a reclassification study with
the approval of his/her team manager.— Administrative—ServieesHuman Resources-will provide a
Position Description Questionnaire for the employee to complete and review with the team manager.
The team manager will forward the completed and approved questionnaire to the Administrative
ServieesHuman Resources—ManagerManager recommending a reclassification study.  The
AdministrativeServieesHuman Resources—ManagerManager will conduct a review of the position.
Together the team manager and Administrative-ServieesHuman Resources-ManagerManager will make
a determination if the position should or should not be reclassified and will provide written notification
to the employee of the reclassification decision.

If the employee disagrees with the reclassification decision, the employee should discuss the outcome
with their team manager and Administrative-ServieesHuman ResourcesManager Manager. If, after that
discussion, the employee would still like to appeal the original decision, the appeal request, with written
reasons for disagreement, may be submitted to the General Manager within thirty days of receiving
written notification of the reclassification decision. Request for reclassifications are accepted only in
the fall of each year. The MTA Board makes final approval with budget adoption in their December
board meeting. All reclassifications become effective the first of the year following budget approval.

If a position is reclassified, the incumbent will move to the new range that exceeds his/her current
salary.

A reclassification resulting in placement in a lower salary range is not considered a demotion. If an
employee’s salary is higher than the top of the new range, the employee's current salary will be
maintained until the reassigned salary range has met or exceeded the previous salary.

2-19 Interim or Temporary Appointments for Exempt Positions
An employee may be temporarily assigned to another MTA position for reasons such as:

Temporary stafting for a new program;
Replacement of injured worker;

Leave replacement; or

To meet the business needs of MTA.

Where a position will be unattended for a significant period of time (generally more than more than 30
days), an interim or temporary appointment may be made. The team manager via a Personnel Action
Request form (PAR) must authorize any interim/temporary appointment in advance, reflecting the
assignment and salary change.
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If an employee is temporarily appointed for more than 30 days, the employee’s salary will be
temporarily changed for the duration of the appointment. The salary for the interim/temporary
appointment will exceed the employee’s current salary by 5%.

2-20 Mandatory Acting Appointments

Unlike other positions at MTA, the General Manager and Clerk of the Board positions cannot be vacant
for more than one workday. Following a one-day absence in either position, a temporary appointment
will be made to cover subsequent absences for reasons such as:

o The statutory requirement of MTA to have an active Clerk of the Board at meetings of the MTA
Board;

e Leave replacements; or
To meet the business needs of MTA.

The General Manager will authorize the Acting Clerk of the Board assignment, as well as the Acting
General Manager assignment. If the General Manager is unable to authorize the Acting Clerk of the
Board and Acting General Manager assignment, the Board will appoint the Acting representatives.

If the mandatory acting appointment is longer than 30 days, the employee’s salary will be temporarily
changed for the duration of the appointment. The salary for the mandatory acting appointment will
exceed the employee’s current salary by 5%.

Section 3 - Benefits
3-1 Benefits Overview

In addition to good working conditions and competitive pay, it is Masen Fransit AutherityMTA’s policy
to provide a combination of supplemental benefits to all eligible employees. In keeping with this goal,
each benefit program has been carefully devised. These benefits include time-off benefits, such as
vacations and holidays, and insurance and other plan benefits. We are constantly studying and
evaluating our benefits programs and policies to better meet present and future requirements. These
policies have been developed over the years and continue to be refined to keep up with changing times
and needs.

The next few pages contain a brief outline of the benefits programs MasenTransit-AutherityMTA
provides employees and their families. Of course, the information presented here is intended to serve
only as guidelines.

appkeabl%p#aﬂ%%genemm#eﬁmﬂenm The details of those plans are spelled out in the official
plan documents, which are available for review upon request from the Administrative-ServieesHuman

Resources-ManagerManager. Additionally, the provisions of the plans, including eligibility and benefits

provisions, are summarized in the summary plan descriptions (“SPDs”) for the plans (which may be
revised from time to time). In the determination of benefits and all other matters under each plan, the
terms of the official plan documents shall govern over the language of any descriptions of the plans,
including the SPDs and this handbook.
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Further, MasenTransit-AutherityMTA (including the officers and administrators who are responsible
for administering the plans) retains full discretionary authority to interpret the terms of the plans, as
well as full discretionary authority with regard to administrative matters arising in connection with the
plans and all issues concerning benefit terms, eligibility and entitlement.

While MTA intends to maintain these employee benefits, it reserves the absolute right to modify, amend
or terminate these benefits at any time and for any reason, subject to any collective bargaining
obligations.

If employees have any questions regarding benefits, they should contact the Administrative
ServieesHuman Resources-ManagerManager, or refer to their current collective bargaining agreement.

3-2 Paid Holidays

The holiday schedule with specific dates is posted each year on the annual calendar. When a holiday
falls on a Saturday, it will be observed on the preceding Friday. When the holiday falls on a Sundays, it
will be observed on the following Monday. Public Service may run on some holidays or observed
holidays. Regular Full-Time, Regular Part-Time and Full-Time Worker Driver employeess- will be paid
for the following holidays:

New Year’s Day
Martin Luther King, Jr. Day
President’s Day
Memorial Day
Juneteenth
Independence Day
Labor Day
Veterans’ Day
Thanksgiving Day
Day after Thanksgiving
Christmas Day

Back-up Worker Drivers must work the entire pay period to be eligible, regardless if they work for
multiple drivers or the same one.

When holidays fall or are celebrated on a regular work day, eligible Regular Full-Time employees will
receive eight (8) hours of holiday pay at their regular straight-time rate, eligible Regular Part-Time
employees will receive four (4) hours of holiday pay at their straight-time rate, and Full-Time Worker
Drivers will receive holiday pay for shift hours. All eligible employees who work on a holiday will
receive holiday pay and hours worked at their regular straight-time rate.

If a holiday falls within an eligible employee’s approved vacation period, the eligible employee will be

paid for the holiday (at the regular straight-time rate) in addition to the vacation day, or the eligible
employee may reduce their vacation request by one day to allow for compensation of the holiday pay.
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If a holiday falls within a jury duty or bereavement leave, the eligible employee will be paid for the
holiday (at the regular straight-time rate) in addition to the leave day, or the eligible employee may
reduce their vacation request by one day to allow for compensation of the holiday pay.

eave-ofabsencewithoutpay MOP)-are-not-eligibleforpaid-holidays—To be eligible for observed

holiday pay, employees must be in a full paid status on the employee’s regularly scheduled workday
both prior to and following the holiday. If an employee takes a sick day on their scheduled workday
both before erand after the holiday, the employer may require a doctor’s certificate prior to paying the
holiday pay.

| Holiday hours are not counted as hours worked when calculating overtime for the week.

3-3 Paid Vacations

| MTA appreciates how hard employees work and recognizes the importance of providing time for rest
and relaxation. MTA encourages employees to get this rest by taking vacation time. Regular Full-time
employees accrue paid vacation time as follows:

I # of Months | Hours Accrued/Pay Period
| 0-12 | 3.69
| 13-24 | 4.00
| 25-60 | 430
| 61-120 | 5.53
| 121+ | 7.38

Regular Part-Time employees accrue paid vacation time as follows:

I # of Months | % Accrued/Pay Period
| 0-12 | 5.1%
| 13-24 | 5.5%
| 25-60 | 5.9%
| 61-120 | 7.6%
| 121+ | 10.2%

Regular Part-Time employees accrue paid vacation based on the number of worked hours in a pay
period.

Worker Driver, On-Call, Interns and Temporary positions are not eligible to receive paid vacation.

Vacation leave begins accruing upon hire and becomes available for use after completing six months
of employment. A maximum of 240 hours roll over each calendar year, any vacation hours accrued
over that maximum is forfeited. Vacation is paid out at 100% up to that 240 hours when an employee
leaves MTA.
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Use of vacation leave must be approved in advance by a manager/supervisor. Vacations shall initially
be scheduled according to seniority, then on a first-come, first-served basis.

MTA shall have the right to establish a vacation schedule establishing the number of employees allowed
vacation on given dates and/or shifts.

See applicable collective bargaining agreement for additional details regarding the vacation bidding
process.

3-4 Paid Personal Days

Regular Full-time employees are eligible to receive up to sixteen (16) hours of personal leave per
calendar year. During the calendar year in which a full-time employee is first hired, those full-time
employees hired after June 30 will be eligible to receive eight (8) personal leave hours.

Manager’s personal days are determined on a pro-rata basis with the Board’s approval of the Non-Rep
Compensation Plan each year.

Part-time employees are eligible to receive up to eight (8) personal leave hours per calendar year.
During the calendar year in which a part-time employee is first hired, those part-time employees hired
after June 30 will be eligible to receive four (4) hours personal leave.

Full-time Worker/Drivers are eligible to receive up to twenty-five (25) hours personal leave per calendar
year. During the calendar year in which a full-time Worker/Driver is first hired, those full-time drivers
hired after June 30 will be eligible to receive twelve and a half (12.5) personal leave hours. Back-up
Worker/Drivers are not eligible for personal leave.

Earned, unused personal days-hours are forfeited at the end of the calendar year and are not paid out at
separation. Personal days-hours are replenished during the processing of the first payroll each year.

Full-Time employees must use personal leave in eight (8) hour increments. Part-Time employees must
use personal leave in four (4) hour increments. Worker/Drivers must use personal leave in five (5) hour
increments.

Personal days must be scheduled in advance. Management reserves the right in its sole discretion to
deny any requests based on seniority or agency service needs.

3-56 WA Paid Sick Leave

MTA provides Washington Paid Sick Leave to all employees to use for qualifying reasons according
to RCW 49.46.200.

(See POL-309 WA Paid Sick Leave Policy for details.)
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3-65 MTA Sick Leave

In addition to Washington Paid Sick Leave, full-time employees are eligible to receive up to 44 hours
of MTA sick leave at the rate of 1.69 hours per bi-weekly pay period each year.

(See POL-310 MTA Sick Leave Policy for details.)

3-7 Washington Family Care Act

Consistent with the Washington Family Care Act, employees may use their choice of any accrued leave
(e.g., vacation, sick leave, personal leave) that they have available for their own use in order to care for
their child, spouse, registered domestic partner, parent, parent-in-law or grandparent.

An employee may use available paid time off to care for his/her child where the child has a health
condition requiring treatment or supervision, or where the child needs preventive care (such as medical,
dental, optical or immunization services).

An employee may use available paid time off when a spouse, registered domestic partner, parent,
parent-in-law, or grandparent has a “serious or emergency health condition,” which are conditions:

Requiring an overnight stay in a hospital or other medical-care facility;
Resulting in a period of incapacity or treatment or recovery following inpatient care;

e Involving continuing treatment under the care of a health care services provider that includes
any period of incapacity to work or attend to regular daily activities; or

e Involving an emergency (i.e., demanding immediate action).

Employees are required to notify their supervisor of the need to take time off to care for a family member
as soon as the need for leave becomes known. MTA reserves the right to require verification or
documentation confirming a family member’s health condition when available leave is used to care for
that family member; provided, that if the employee elects to use Washington paid sick leave,
verification procedures described in the WA paid sick leave policy will be applied.

3-8 Workers’ Compensation

All employees are covered for on-the-job injuries or illnesses through Washington State’s worker's
compensation insurance, administered by the Department of Labor and Industries (L&I)
http://www.Ini.wa.gov/default.asp. This state insurance program is designed to cover employees’
medical costs and provide compensation for work time lost resulting from on-the-job accidents and
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injuries. Long-term remedies, such as vocational rehabilitation or cash settlements, are also possible.
Entitlement to all such benefits will be determined by L&I.

Employees will receive regular pay for the day the injury occurred if they seek medical treatment at the
time of injury. For example, an employee who normally works 8:00 AM to 5:00 PM, with an hour for
lunch, is injured at 2:00 PM and goes to the doctor. Despite working only five hours, the employee will
be paid for eight hours.

L&I provides time-loss payments, at a percentage of regular salary, for time off work from the date of
injury until the employee returns to work, if the employee is off work for 744 consecutive days or more.
If the employee returns to work prior to the 7th+4th day following the injury, L&I pays time-loss from
the fourth day until the employee returns to work. The employee will use sick leave to cover those first
three days off work. If no sick leave is available, the employee will be on leave without pay, vacation
or personal leave for those days.

Employees may also use sick leave or vacation leave to make up the difference between the amount
paid for time-loss and regular pay.

Employees may be eligible for transitional modified duty work as part of L & I’s Stay at Work program.

L&I does pay approved medical costs resulting from an on-the-job injury or illness, even if the
employee does not miss work.

(See POL-601 Providing Workers’ Compensation and Transitional Work Assignments Policy for
details.)

3-9 Jury Duty

MasenTFransitAuthorityMTA realizes that it is the obligation of all U.S. citizens to serve on a jury
when summoned to do so. All employees will be allowed time off to perform such civic service as
required by law. Employees are expected, however, to provide proper notice of a request to perform
jury duty and verification of their service.

Employees also are expected to keep management informed of the expected length of jury duty service
and to report to work for the major portion of the day if excused by the court. If the required absence
presents a serious conflict for management, employees may be asked to try to postpone jury duty. When
an employee is excused from jury duty prior to the end of the workday, the employee is required to
report back to work or check in with their supervisor.

Regular full-time employees will be paid their regular salary/wages for any period of service required
as a juror that occurs during the employee’s scheduled workday. MTA is not obligated to pay an
employee for jury duty outside of an employee’s scheduled work hours. Travel time to and from jury
duty is not paid time. If an employee is scheduled to perform jury duty outside their normally scheduled
shift, the employee may make arrangements to flex their shift, subject to approval by their manager.
Employees will be reimbursed the difference between the daily jury stipend and their regular rate of
pay. Employees are entitled to retain any expense payment.
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3-10 Bereavement Leave

The death of a family member is a time when employees wish to be with their families. For the purposes
of this policy, immediate family includes a spouse, domestic partner, child, parent, sibling, stepparents,
stepchildren, stepsiblings, grandparents, grandchildren, parents-in-law, son or daughter-in-law and
brothers or sisters-in-law. Regular full-time employees are allowed a maximum of three 8-hour days
(24 hours) of paid leave for the loss of an immediate family member when absent on regularly scheduled
workdays, following the day of death. Regular part-time employees are allowed a maximum of three
4-hour days (12 hours). Employees must inform their supervisor prior to commencing bereavement
leave. In administering this policy, MasenTransit-AuthorityMTA may require verification of death.
Bereavement days expire if not used within 6 months unless special accommodation is given.

(Represented employees should refer to their respective collective bargaining agreements.)

3-11 Voting Leave

MTA encourages each employee to exercise the right to vote. Washington State uses a vote by mail
system, therefore in most situations, employees should be able to vote before or after work or by mail
ballot. If this is not possible, employees may take up to two hours, with pay, to vote. This time must be
requested in advance, and employees are generally expected to take the time off at the beginning or the
end of the workday or whenever is most convenient for the agency.

3-12 Insurance Programs

MTA provides a package of healthcare benefits, including medical, dental, vision, life, long-term
disability and employee assistance programs. Medical and other insurance benefits begin on the first
day of the first month following date of hire or status change. For eligible employees who qualify for
and choose to purchase insurance coverage through MTA for themselves and/or their family, the
employee’s contribution will be deducted from the employee’s paycheck. MTA will deduct the
premiums from the first two pay periods of the month. For those months with three pay periods, the
third pay period will not have premiums deducted.

In addition to the general information provided below, the most recent and specific details of each plan
are available from-Administrative-ServieesHuman Resources. MTA reserves the right to change or
discontinue any of these benefits at any time. The current benefit plan documents supersede any
information provided in this handbook.

The General Manager may evaluate requests to extend healthcare benefits beyond an employee’s
termination date or in cases where an employee reduces hours due to a disability. Details of the amount
and duration of any extension will be determined on a case-by-case basis.

Medical Insurance
MTA provides subsidized medical insurance for eligible employees and their dependents. Employees
will be provided with the current available choices of medical carriers. The General Manager evaluates

requests to extend full-time benefits for certain positions when hours in that position have been reduced
for business reasons from regular full-time hours to regular part-time hours.
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Dental Insurance

MTA provides subsidized dental insurance for eligible employees and their dependents. Employees will
be provided with the current available choices of dental carriers.

Life Insurance

MTA provides a flat amount $48,000 subsidized life insurance with an additional $1,000 basic
dependent life insurance.-Areduction-efbenefitbeginsatage65. See Schedule of Insurance for details.

3-13 Long-Term Disability Benefits

MTA offers Long-Term Disability (LTD) Insurance to help protect a certain level of income in the
event an employee cannot work because of a covered illness or injury. Refer to the plan guide for
details.

3-14 Salary Continuation

MasenTFransit-AuthorityM TA provides access to employee-paid AFLAC policies which can provide a
source of income when accidents, sickness, cancer, or disability affects you or your family. Available
as a payroll deduction, most AFLAC policies can be pre-taxed and will not affect nor interfere with
your core insurance coverage.

3-15 Employee Assistance Program

MTA provides access to EAP to all employees and their dependents. The EAP provides confidential
help to resolve a variety of issues, including physical or mental illness, substance use/abuse, legal,
financial or other personal problems. Employees are encouraged to contact the EAP before a personal
problem affects work performance. To proactively address performance issues, team managers may
advise employees to contact the EAP. The phone number to schedule appointments is the same number
as the 24-hour Crisis Services (800) 570-9315.

Team managers will not consider an employee’s decision to interact or not to interact with the EAP
when taking any disciplinary action.
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3-17 Retirement Plan

There is no mandatory retirement age for MTA employees. MTA requests that an employee who plans
to retire provide written notice of retirement to his/her team manager at least two weeks prior to
retirement date. The employee’s team manager is responsible for notifying the Administrative
ServieesHuman Resources—ManagerManager, who—Payrel-TheFinance—Feam—is responsible for
reporting the employee’s separation date to the Washington State Department of Retirement Systems.

To obtain retirement benefit information, employees must contact the Washington State Department of
Retirement Systems (DRS) office in Olympia. This should be done at least 90 days in advance of the
anticipated date of retirement. The employee’s social security number should be included on all
correspondence. PERS retirees considering re-employment by MTA or any employer covered by one
of the Washington State retirement systems should be aware that returning to work may affect their
retirement benefits. Please contact the Department of Retirement Systems (DRS) prior to returning to
work to discuss the impacts.

PERS CONTACT INFORMATION

Mailing:

WA State Department of Retirement Systems
PERS

PO Box 48380

Olympia, WA 98504-8380

Web site: http://www.drs.wa.gov/

Phone Information:

(360) 664-7000
1-800-547-6657
TDD: (360) 586-5450

3-18 Education Assistance Program

MTA supports employees who wish to continue their education to secure increased responsibility and
growth within their professional careers. In keeping with this philosophy, the agency has established a
reimbursement program for expenses incurred through approved institutions of learning. If you are a
full-time regular employee and have completed one year of service, you are eligible for participation in
this program so long as the courses provide additional education to increase the competence in the
employee’s present job and to prepare for advancement in MTA.

(See Policy 303 - Educational Assistance Program Policy.)
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3-19 Extended Medical Benefits - COBRA

In compliance with the Consolidated Omnibus Budget Reconciliation Act (COBRA)
http://www.dol.gov/ebsa/, MTA offers continuing healthcare benefits to employees and their covered
dependents who have lost insurance due to termination of employment, a reduction in work hours,
resignation, retirement or death. Except in instances where termination is due to gross misconduct,
employees and their covered dependents may continue coverage for a specified period of time at their
own expense plus a 2% administration fee. Terminating employees should contact Human Resources
Administrative-Serviees-for information on continuing group health benefits.

3-20 Vacation Payout

All accrued, unused Vacation Leave up to 240 hours will be paid upon resignation, termination or
retirement, when an employee leaves MTA except as noted below. To be eligible for Vacation Payout
employees must have satisfactorily completed probation. An employee who is discharged for
misconduct or resigns in lieu of discharge for misconduct, will not be paid for any accrued but unused
vacation. Vacation payout will be paid out in the payroll following the last payroll worked. Vacation
payout will be made once confirmation that all agency property has been returned.

Additionally, employees who have successfully completed probation may choose to cash out accrued
vacation leave one time each calendar year. After November | of each year, staff may submit a request

in writing to Human Resources to cash out a maximum of sixty (60) accrued hours of vacation leave to

be paid out on the 1st payday of December. Requests for vacation cashout will not be taken after
November 25th to ensure a timely payroll processing. To be eligible to cash out vacation, the employee
must have used a total of eighty (80) hours of vacation in the prior year.

(Represented employees should refer to their respective collective bargaining agreements.)

3-21 Sick Leave Payout

Employees who have accrued at least four hundred eighty (480) hours of MTASL as of December 1 of
each year may elect to exchange any number of hours so long as the balance remains at or above four
hundred eighty (480), for a fractional payout on the following pay period at an exchange of one hour’s
pay per two hours accrued leave (1:2).

Upon separation of employment or retirement, under non-disciplinary circumstances and with at least
five (5) years of employment with MTA, the employee shall be paid for all accumulated MTA sick
leave up to nine hundred sixty (960) hours at the following rates of pay per accrued hours:

Accrued Sick Leave Cash Out Rate
0 — 480 hours 1:3 hours
481 — 960 hours 1:2 hours
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3-22 Observance of Religious Holidays

If an employee’s religious beliefs require observance of a holiday not included in the observed holiday
schedule, or if the employee desires leave for a reason of faith or conscience or an organized activity
conducted under the auspices of a religious denomination, church or religious organization, the
employee may request the day off using accrued leave or leave without pay. The employee is entitled
to a maximum of two (2) unpaid religious leave days in a calendar year. Requests must be submitted
for approval at least two (2) weeks prior to the requested day. The Department Manager will evaluate
whether the employee’s absence will cause an undue hardship to Mason Transit.

3-23 Uniforms

MTA non-represented staff are not required to wear uniforms but are expected to dress professionally
in business casual attire, as appropriate, or in MTA branded items for the day. MTA will provide
branded MTA work clothing to non-represented employees as appropriate for their department via our
uniform vendor. Each department manager in Operations, Maintenance, and Administration shall work

with the General Manager to budget an annual amount for their non-represented staff each year. Below
are the allowable items and allotments established for each department:

Operations Supervisors, and Safety/Training Supervisors: Annual maximum uniform allowance of
$200 per person per year. This position receives eligible reimbursement for time pieces up to $40 every

two calendar years and reimbursement for shoes up to $130 every calendar year.

Operations Manager, Outreach Coordinator, Dispatcher/Scheduler: Annual maximum uniform
allowance of $200 per person per year.

Maintenance Lead: Annual maximum uniform allowance of $200 per calendar year and boot allowance

up to $250 per calendar year.

Administrative staff: Annual maximum uniform allowance of $112 per person per year.

purchase -submittal to
payroll. All documents shall be submitted to the payroll department by December 10 each year in order
to be processed by the end of the year.

(Represented employees should refer to their respective collective bargaining agreements.)
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Section 4 - Leaves of Absence
4-1 Family and Medical Leave Act
Statement of Policy

The federal Family and Medical Leave Act (FMLA) provides eligible employees up to 12 workweeks
of unpaid job protected leave per 12-month period for any one or more of the reasons listed below.

e The employees’ own serious health condition that makes the employee unable to perform one
or more of the essential functions of his/her position; or

o The physical or psychological care for a serious medical condition of an immediate family
member (spouse, child, parent) of the employee; or

o The birth and care of a newborn child or the placement of a child with the employee for adoption
or foster care (leave for this reason must be taken within the 12-month period following the
child’s birth or placement); or

e For a “qualifying exigency” arising out of the fact that the employee’s spouse, son, daughter, or
parent is a covered military member (including those in the regular Armed forces, the National
Guard or the Reserves) who is on active duty in, or has been notified of an impending call to
deployment with the Armed Forces to, a foreign country. Qualifying exigencies are generally
activities related to the active duty or call to duty, including attending certain military events,
arranging for alternative childcare, addressing certain financial and legal arrangements,
attending certain counseling sessions, and attending post-deployment reintegration briefings.

An eligible employee may also take up to 26 weeks of leave during a single 12-month period to care
for an injured service member who is the employee’s spouse, parent, child or next of kin (referred to as
“military caregiver” leave). The combined total of leave for all purposes described in this policy may
not exceed 26 weeks in the applicable leave year.

When an employee is disabled during pregnancy or following childbirth, she is entitled to unpaid
pregnancy disability leave under state law, regardless of FMLA eligibility. She may also be eligible
for additional leave under the Washington State Paid Family Medical Leave Act (PFML).

All FMLA leave will be administered in accordance with the federal statute and FMLA regulations. To
the extent a particular mandatory FMLA eligibility, certification or other issue is not specifically
addressed in this policy, MTA will follow the law and regulations.

12-Month Period — MTA uses the rolling calendar year method. This means that the amount of FMLA
leave an employee is entitled to is calculated by looking at the previous 12-month period measured
backward from the date the first day of FMLA leave is taken. The only exception is for military
caregiver leave, in which the 12-month period begins on the first day the employee takes military
caregiver leave.

Spouses — If both spouses work for MTA, their combined leave in any 12-month period will be limited

to a total of 12 work weeks if the leave is taken for either the birth or placement for adoption or foster
care of a child or to care for a sick parent. If either spouse uses FMLA leave for his or her own serious
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medical condition, each spouse remains eligible for the remainder of his or her 12 workweeks,
excluding time taken to care for a family member or birth/placement of a child.

Child — means a child either under 18 years of age or 18 years of age or older who is incapable of self-
care because of a mental or physical disability. An employee's “child” is one for whom the employee
has actual day-to-day responsibility for care and includes a biological, adopted, foster or stepchild.

Parent — means a biological parent or an individual who stands or stood in loco parentis to an employee
when the employee was a child. This does not include in-laws.

Covered service member — for purposes of military caregiver leave, refers to a current member of the
Armed Forces, including National Guard or Reserve members, who has a serious injury or illness
incurred or aggravated in the line of duty on active duty that may render the service member medically
unfit to perform his or her duties for which the service member is undergoing medical treatment,
recuperation or therapy; or is in outpatient status; or is on the temporary disability retired list. Covered
service member also includes a veteran who is undergoing medical treatment, recuperation or therapy
for a serious injury or illness incurred or aggravated in the line of active duty if the veteran was a
member of the armed forces at any time during the period of five (5) years preceding the date on which
the veteran undergoes that medical treatment, recuperation or therapy.

Serious Health Condition — means an illness, injury, impairment, or a physical or mental condition that
involves:

Inpatient care; or

e Any period of incapacity of more than three calendar days that involves continuing treatment
by a health care provider, or

e Continuing treatment by a health care provider for a chronic or long-term health condition that
is incurable or which, if left untreated, would likely result in a period of incapacity of more than
three calendar days; or

e Prenatal care by a health-care provider, or any period of incapacity due to pregnancy.

Continuing Treatment — means

e Two or more treatments by a health care practitioner on referral from or under the direction of,
a health care provider; or

e A single visit to a health care provider that results in a regimen of continuing treatment, such as
treatment for cancer, diabetes, kidney disease, heart disease, stroke, severe respiratory illness or
pregnancy, for example. A regimen that includes taking over-the-counter medications, bed rest,
drinking fluids, exercises and other similar activities do not constitute a regimen of continuing
treatment; or

e In the case of a serious long-term or chronic condition or disability that cannot be cured, being
under the continuing supervision of, but not necessarily being actively treated by, a health care
provider.

Health Care Provider — defined as licensed Doctor of Medicine or osteopathy, podiatrists, clinical
psychologists, optometrists, and chiropractors (only when providing manual manipulation of the spine
to treat certain demonstrated maladies). Nurse midwives and nurse practitioners, any health care
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provider who is listed on the employer’s group health plan and registered Christian Science practitioners
are also recognized.

Coverage and Eligibility

To be eligible for FMLA leave, the employee must have worked for MTA for at least 12 months (not
necessarily consecutively) and have worked at least 1,250 hours over the previous 12-month period.

Intermittent or Reduced Leave

An employee may take leave intermittently, in separate blocks of time ranging from thirty minutes to
several weeks, or on a reduced leave schedule to care for an immediate family member with a serious
health condition or because of a serious health condition of the employee when “medically necessary”.
Intermittent or reduced schedule leave may also be taken for qualifying military exigencies.

Reduced schedule leave and intermittent leave for personal medical leave is limited to times which are
scheduled for treatment, recovery from treatment or illness, and for periods of disability due to a chronic
health condition, including psychological care when such care would benefit the patient.

An employee must have prior consent of his or her team manager when intermittent or reduced leave is
taken after the birth or placement of a child for adoption or foster care.

For part-time employees and those who work variable hours, the amount of FMLA time is calculated
on a prorated basis. Part-time employees receive up to 12 of their average workweeks of unpaid leave.
An average of the 12 months prior to the beginning of the leave will be used for calculating the
employee’s normal workweek, if necessary.

If an employee needs leave intermittently or on a reduced leave schedule for planned medical treatment,
then the employee must make a reasonable effort to schedule the treatment so as to not unduly disrupt
MTA’s operations.

Use of Sick Leave on FMLA

Non-represented employees may use accrued sick, vacation, personal leave or take Leave Without Pay
while on FMLA. Represented employees should refer to applicable collective bargaining agreements.
In cases, where the employee is on FMLA and L&I concurrently, the employee may choose to
supplement L&I time-loss payments with sick, vacation and/or personal leave.

Notice Requirement

e  When an employee requests a FMLA leave, or when MTA becomes aware that an employee’s
absence may be for a FMLA qualifying reason, MTA will, within five business days, issue the
“Notice of Eligibility and Rights and Responsibilities”, a “Medical Certification” form and the
FMLA policy to the employee. Under extenuating circumstances, the five days may be extended
as per 29 CFR §825.300. The forms will be mailed to the employee’s home if they are still on
leave when the notice is issued.

e When the employee provides information indicating that the leave may be FMLA covered,
MTA will issue the documents requested as listed in the previous paragraph above within five
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business days. The employee may not request FMLA for prior leave periods not certified for the
current absence. The employee must provide the Medical Certification within 15 calendar days
of the date management issued the “Notice of Eligibility and Rights and Responsibilities”,
unless it is not practicable under the particular circumstances to do so despite the employee’s
diligent, good faith efforts. A 16 day will be added if the notice was mailed to the employee’s
home. A reasonable extension of this deadline may be granted provided a request is made prior
to the Medical Certification submission deadline date and Administrative—ServieesHuman
Resources is kept updated as to the status of the paperwork.

If a leave is foreseeable, employees are required to give a 30-day notice of their need for leave,
so MTA can arrange proper accommodations. If leave is unforeseeable, notice must be given as
soon as practicable. If an employee is off work due to an L&I injury or is on disability insurance,
his/her leave will be automatically designated as FMLA (if the employee is eligible), whether
or not the employee requests FMLA. Administrative-ServieesHuman Resources will advise the
employee of this designation.

Absent extenuating circumstances, MTA will provide a “Designation Notice” within five
business days of receiving enough information to determine whether the leave is for an FMLA-
qualifying reason. Only one designation notice will be provided for each FMLA-qualifying
reason per 12-month period (for example, a designation notice would be provided upon
certification of a serious health condition, but not each time the employee took intermittent leave
thereafter).

If there is a dispute as to whether leave qualifies as FMLA leave, MTA and the employee should
attempt to resolve it through documented discussions maintained by MTA (29 CFR §825.301
O.

Administrative ServieesHuman Resources will maintain central record keeping on FMLA leave.
Administrative-ServieesHuman Resources will coordinate the necessary documentation and
notify the employee in writing of the FMLA start dates and the rights employees have under the
law.

No MTA staff may require the employee to provide medical documentation to anyone outside
of Administrative-ServieesHuman Resources.

When an employee turns in a doctor’s note for an absence less than 30 days or a Return-to-Work
form for absences that are 30 or more days to their supervisor or team manager, established
Return to Work policies will prevail at that point.

If an employee returns to work before the planned return date from the FMLA leave, the
employee must provide at least one working days advance notice.

If an employee does not return to work for medical reasons on the planned return date from the
FMLA leave, the employee will have to provide either an updated “Medical Certification” or a
revised “Return to Work Release” form or doctor’s note, if absence is less than 30 days.

Medical Certification

For leaves taken because of the employee's or a covered family member's serious health
condition, the employee must submit a completed “Medical Certification” form and return the
certification to Administrative ServieesHuman Resources (a different, non -medical certification
form must be submitted if leave is taken for a “qualifying emergency” arising from a family
member’s military service).

If MTA finds a medical certification to be incomplete or insufficient, it will advise the employee
in writing what additional information is needed to make the certification complete and
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sufficient. An employee will be given ten (10) calendar days to cure the deficiency (unless more
time is needed despite the employee’s diligent and good faith efforts).

e MTA may take steps to authenticate or clarify a medical certification only in writing with the
medical practitioner who completed the form or his/her staff member, may request periodic
recertification as allowed under federal law, and/or may require (at MTA expense) a second
and/or third opinion. This can be done either by fax or by mail and shall include notice to the
employee that authentication is being sought.

e MTA may seek clarification where information is vague, ambiguous, or non-responsive. To do
so, MTA shall return the medical certification to the employee noting the specific deficiencies.
The employee shall be allowed ten (10) days, unless it is not practicable under the particular
circumstances to do so despite the employee’s diligent, good faith efforts to cure any such
deficiency.

If MTA has reason to doubt the validity of a medical certification, it may request a second or third
opinion at its own expense.

Any such efforts to verify a medical certification to determine the employee’s entitlement to FMLA
leave will comply with the process and limitations set forth in federal FMLA regulations, including but
not limited to restrictions on the health care providers(s) that may be designated to provide second or
third opinions (29 CFR §825.307 — 825.308).

All documentation related to the employee’s or family member’s medical condition will be held in strict
confidence and maintained in AdministrativeServieesHuman Resources in files separate from the
employee personnel records.

Effects on Benefits

e MTA will continue to pay the employer premiums for any health, dental, vision, and life
insurance at the same level that the employee received prior to going on FMLA while they are
on protected leave, provided the employee pays the employee’s portion of premiums.

e Employees do not accrue vacation or sick leave during any period of LWOP and will not receive
holiday pay while on FMLA or LWOP.

FMLA and L &1

All consecutive L&I absences of more than 3 days are automatically approved as FMLA if absence
qualifies under FMLA.

All intermittent L&I absences will be approved as FMLA where there is an associated open L&I case
on file with the state.

Time Sheets

All FMLA leave, paid or unpaid, must be identified as such on the employee's time sheets.
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4-2 Paid Family and Medical Leave (PFML)

The Washington State Paid Family and Medical Leave (PFML) law (Chapter SOA RCW) and
supporting regulations establish a program administered by the Washington Employment Security
Department (ESD) to provide paid leave benefits and job protection to eligible employees who need
leave for certain family and medical reasons.
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(See POL-311 - Washington Paid Family and Medical leave for a summary of the PFML program.)
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4-3 Leave for Victims of Domestic Violence, Sexual Assault, or Stalking; Safety

Accommodation

If the employee or the employee’s family member is a victim of domestic violence, sexual assault, or
stalking, the employee may be eligible to take reasonable, unpaid time off from work for one or more
of the following reasons:

o seek legal or law enforcement assistance or remedies to ensure the health and safety of the
employee or a family member including, but not limited to, preparing for or participating in
any civil or criminal legal proceeding related to or derived from domestic violence, sexual
assault or stalking;

e seek treatment by a health care provider for physical or mental injuries caused by domestic
violence, sexual assault or stalking, or to attend to health care treatment for a victim who is
a family member;

e obtain or assist a family member in obtaining services from a domestic violence shelter, rape
crisis center or other social services program for relief from domestic violence, sexual
assault or stalking;

e obtain or assist a family member in obtaining mental health counseling related to an incident
of domestic violence, sexual assault, or stalking, in which the employee or family member
was a victim of domestic violence, sexual assault or stalking; or

e participate in safety planning, temporarily or permanently relocate, or take other actions to
increase personal safety or that of family members from future domestic violence, sexual
assault or stalking.

Employees may elect to use any sick leave or other paid time off for leave pursuant to this policy. Leave
may take the form of reasonable unpaid leave from work, intermittent leave or leave on a reduced leave
schedule.

Employees wishing to take leave pursuant to this policy must give advance notice of their intention to
take leave. When advance notice cannot be given because of an emergency or unforeseen circumstance
due to domestic violence, sexual assault or stalking, the employee or a designee must give notice no
later than the end of the first day on which such leave is taken.

Verification of the need for leave may be required.
MTA will also make reasonable safety accommodations for any personnel who are victims of domestic
violence, sexual assault or stalking. Accommodations may include, for example, modification of a

telephone number or email address, modified work schedule or implementation of safety procedures.
If you are a victim in need of safety accommodations, please contact the Administrative-ServieesHuman

Resources-ManagerManager.

4-4 Pregnancy and Childbirth Leave

Employees are eligible to take unpaid leave for the actual period of time that they are sick or temporarily
disabled because of pregnancy or childbirth.
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Any employee wishing to request leave because of a pregnancy-related disability, must supply
appropriate medical certification.

This leave is available regardless of whether the employee qualifies for leave under MTA’s Family &
Medical Leave policy. This leave will run concurrently with FMLA and/or PFML where applicable,
provided that pregnancy/childbirth disability leave may extend beyond FMLA and PFML leaves if the
employee’s disability is ongoing.

During this leave, the employee may use any applicable paid time off benefits that she has available to
cover some or all of the absence and may be eligible for PFML benefits. Otherwise, the leave will be
unpaid. Group health and other benefits will be handled in the same manner as for any other similar
pregnancy or non-pregnancy related absence.

If the employee takes this leave only for the actual period of disability, as certified by her health care
provider, then she ordinarily will be allowed to return from this leave to the same job she held when the
leave began, or to a similar job of at least the same pay. Exceptions to this general rule will be made
only if MTA has a business necessity to do otherwise. See sections 1-5 and 1-6 for more information
on pregnancy or childbirth leave.

4-5 Military Leave

If employees are called into active military service or enlist in the uniformed services, they will be
eligible to receive an unpaid military leave of absence. To be eligible for military leave, employees
must provide management with advance notice of service obligations unless they are prevented from
providing such notice by military necessity or it is otherwise impossible or unreasonable to provide
such notice. Provided the absence does not exceed applicable statutory limitations, employees will
retain reemployment rights and accrue seniority and benefits in accordance with applicable federal and
state laws. Employees should ask management for further information about eligibility for Military
Leave.

If employees are required to attend yearly Reserves or National Guard duty, they can apply for an
unpaid temporary military leave of absence not to exceed the number of days allowed by law (including
travel). They should give management as much advance notice of their need for military leave as
possible so that we can maintain proper coverage while employees are away.

Employees will receive regular pay for the first 21 days of military leave during the twelve-month
period October 1 to September 30. Military leave pay is in addition to any other leave benefits.
Following this paid leave, employees may go on accrued vacation or personal leave for any remaining
commitment.

4-6 Leave Without Pay (LWOP)

Employees who have exhausted all vacation and personal leave and need additional leave may submit
a written request for a leave of absence without pay for non-medical personal reasons to their supervisor
at least 30 days in advance. Emergency requests may be submitted in writing without advance notice.
The leave request must be dated_and; signed by the employee, and state the reasons, circumstance,
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duration and location of the employee during the leave. MTA is sensitive to employee needs and will
make reasonable attempts to accommodate such requests if they do not disrupt the business operations
of the agency. Any employee who fails to report promptly for work at the expiration of a leave of
absence; accepts other employment during the leave; or applies for unemployment insurance while on
leave, will be considered to have voluntarily resigned.

Employees who have exhausted all PFML or FMLA protected leave for a medically related absence
and are unable to return to work, may submit a written request to HR for an accommodation, see also
section 1-5 above, under the American Disabilities Act (ADA & ADAA). The interactive process
between the employee’s healthcare provider and HR will be required and supported by the completion
of'a Health Care Certification that outlines the accommodation requested including the additional length
of time needed for consideration of the accommodation’s impact on MTA business needs.

When an MTA employee is on paid leave (i.e., is drawing on accrued leave to receive pay during a
leave) MTA will continue to pay insurance premiums, less employee contributions.

Employees; who exhaust all paid leave must request LWOP. Employees on approved LWOP, for an
entire pay period, will not accrue paid time off and will not be paid for holidays. Employees on LWOP
must work at least 50% of the working days of the pay period in order to accrue leave and holidays. An
employee on unpaid leave of absence for more than 30 consecutive days will be offered COBRA
continuation of benefits through self-paid premiums.

Worker/Drivers may elect to be in LWOP upon approval from their supervisor. Worker Drivers will not
accrue benefits while on LWOP.

4-7 Return to Work Policy

When an employee returns to work from a medical leave of more than three consecutive calendar days,
MTA addresses safety, medical, and liability concerns by reserving the right to require that employees
be evaluated by a qualified medical provider to verify the employee’s ability to work.

Various state and federal laws,
LHIPAAY. such as the Family and Medlcal Leave Act of 1993 (FMLA) dﬂd- the Amerlcans with
Disabilities Act of 1990 (ADA), < : avecontain
requirements governing many aspects of the return to work process documentationc onﬁdenuahty
medical records, and the sharing of medical information. In compliance with these laws and regulations,
we maintain the confidentiality of medical information required to make the determination that an
employee is ready to return to work, except as necessary to facilitate the return-to-work process.

Return to Work Procedure

In some cases, prior to returning to work, an employee must turn in to their supervisor or team manager
a Return to Work Release form (RTW), completed by the treating healthcare provider(s). In order to
balance the legal constraints with practical considerations and to allow team managers to safely return
employees to work, the team manager will work with Administrative-ServieesHuman Resources to
review the form for completeness, clarity, and applicable restrictions and determine the employee’s
employment status. In most cases, this will be the date of release and any necessary accommodations
and/or restrictions.
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At the discretion of a team manager and/or the Administrative-ServieesHuman Resources-Manager
Manager, employees may be required to successfully complete job specific assessments, including, but
not limited to, a vehicle orientation and driving refresher, drug test, and/or Functional Assessment, in
addition to submitting a complete RTW, prior to starting work. At the suggestion of the healthcare
provider or the discretion of the team manager and/or Administrative—ServieesHuman Resources
ManagerManager, employees may also be required to go through individualized transitional work
program before returning to full duty.

“Return to Work Release forms” are available from Administrative—ServiecesHuman Resources,
supervisor, or team manager.
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Section 5 - General Standards of Conduct

5-1 Workplace Conduct

Masen—TransitAuthorityMTA endeavors to maintain a positive work environment. Each employee
plays a role in fostering this environment. Accordingly, we all must abide by certain rules of conduct,
based on honesty, integrity and respect.

Because everyone may not have the same idea about proper workplace conduct, it is helpful to adopt
and enforce rules all can follow. Unacceptable conduct may subject the offender to disciplinary action,
up to and including discharge. The following are examples and not an exhaustive list of conduct which
can be considered unacceptable:

1. Obtaining employment on the basis of false or misleading information.

2. Stealing, removing, or defacing Masen TFransit-AuthorityMTA property or a co-worker's
property,

3. Disclosure of confidential information.

4. Completing another employee's time records. Exception, a Supervisor/Manager in an

employee’s absence for the purposes of completing payroll.

Violation of safety rules and policies.

Violation of traffic laws.

Violation of MasenTransit AutherityMTA's Drug and Alcohol-Free Workplace Policy.

Fighting, threatening or disrupting the work of others or other violations of Masen-Transit

AutherityMTA’s Workplace Violence Policy.

. Failure to perform assigned job duties.

10. Violation of the Punctuality and Attendance Policy, including but not limited to irregular
attendance, habitual lateness or unexcused absences.

11. Gambling on MTA property.

12. Willful or careless destruction or damage to MTA assets or to the equipment or possessions
of another employee.

13. Wasting work materials.

14. Performing work of a personal nature during working time.

15. Violation of the Solicitation and Distribution. (See Section 5-9 below.)

16. Violation of Masen—Transit—AutherityMTA’s Harassment or Equal Employment
Opportunity Policies.

17. Violation of Information Technology policies.

18. Unsatisfactory job performance.

19. Any other violation of MTA policy.

S A

Obviously, not every type of misconduct can be listed. MTA will handle each situation individually and
nothing in this handbook should be construed as a promise of specific treatment in a given situation.
MasenTransit-AuthorityMTA will endeavor to utilize progressive discipline and reserves the right in
its sole discretion to terminate the employee for misconduct.

The observance of these rules will help to ensure that our workplace remains a safe and desirable place
to work.
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5-2 Punctuality and Attendance

Employees are hired to perform important functions at MasenTransit-AutherityMTA. As with any
group effort, operating effectively takes cooperation and commitment from everyone. Therefore,
attendance and punctuality are very important. Unnecessary absences and lateness are expensive,
disruptive and place an unfair burden on fellow employees and supervisors.—We—expeet—exeeHent
attendance—from—all—emploeyees. Excessive absenteeism or tardiness will result in progressive

disciplinary action up to and including discharge.

We do recognize, however, there are times when absences and tardiness cannot be avoided. In such
cases, employees are expected to notify supervisors as early as possible, but no later than one hour
before the start of the shift. Asking another employee, friend or relative to give this notice is improper
and constitutes grounds for disciplinary action. Employees should call, stating the nature of the illness
and its expected duration, for every day of absenteeism.

Unreported absences of three (3) consecutive workdays generally will be considered a voluntary
resignation of employment with MTA.

(See POL-310 MTA Sick Leave Policy for details.)

5-3 Inclement Weather

Employees are expected to be at their jobs regardless of weather conditions. During extreme weather
conditions, employees who are unavoidably absent due to weather conditions may use vacation leave.
In such event, an employee is expected to contact their supervisor or dispatch as soon as reasonably
possible, in accordance with the department’s established call-in/reporting procedures.

When inclement weather conditions cause MTA to cancel service, employees shall receive
compensation equal to their scheduled work hours.

(Represented employees should refer to their respective collective bargaining agreement for specific
details regarding inclement weather.)

5-4 Use of Social Media

MasenTransit-AuthorityMTA respects the right of any employee to maintain a blog or web page or to
participate in a social networking, Fwitter—or similar site, including but not limited to Facebook and

LinkedIn. However, to protect MTA interests and ensure employees focus on their job duties,
employees must adhere to the following rules:

Employees may not post on a blog or web page or participate on a social networking platform, sueh-as
Tyitter-or or-similar site, during work time, or at any time with MTA equipment or property. unless on

behalf of MTA as part of the employee’s assigned job duties.

All rules regarding confidential and proprietary business information apply in full to blogs, web pages
and social networking platforms, such as Twitter, Facebook, LinkedIn, or similar sites. Any information
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that cannot be disclosed through a conversation, a note or an e-mail also cannot be disclosed in a blog,
web page or social networking site.

Whether an employee is posting something on his or her own blog, web page, social networking, Fwitter
ersimilar site or on someone else’s, if the employee mentions MTA and also expresses either a political
opinion or an opinion regarding MTA’s actions that could pose an actual or potential conflict of interest
with MTA, the poster must include a disclaimer. The poster should specifically state that the opinion
expressed is his/her personal opinion and not MTA’s position. This is necessary to preserve MTA’s
good will in the community.

Any conduct that is impermissible under the law if expressed in any other form or forum is
impermissible if expressed through a blog, web page, social networking, Fwitter-or similar site. For
example, posted material that is discriminatory, obscene, defamatory, libelous, or violent is forbidden.
MTA policies apply equally to employee social media usage.

Masen FransitAutherityMTA encourages all employees to keep in mind the speed and manner in which
information posted on a blog, web page, and/or social networking site is received and often
misunderstood by readers. Employees must use their best judgment. Employees with any questions
should review the guidelines above and/or consult with their manager. Failure to follow these guidelines
may result in discipline, up to and including discharge.

(See POL-1002 Social Media Communications Policy for details.)

5-5 Inspections

Masen TFransit-AutherityM TA reserves the right to require employees while on MTA property, to agree
to the inspection of lockers, desks, cabinets, workstations, packages, or places of concealment in
response to a credible concern or complaint under formal investigation. Employees are expected to
cooperate in the conduct of any search or inspection when required.

Personal Property

Further, MTA is not responsible for any damage to employees’ personal belongings unless the
employee’s supervisor provided advance approval for the employee to bring the personal property to
work.

5-6 Smoking in Public Places

In the interest of the health and well-being of all employees, and in compliance with RCW 70.160
Smoking in Public Places and the Expanded Clean Indoor Air Act, smoking is not allowed inside, or
within twenty-five feet of any MTA-owned facility entry or exit doorways or vehicles, including buses,
staff cars, vanpool vans, shelters and support vehicles. This includes the use of “e-cigarettes”.
Employees who wish to smoke must use designated smoking areas and dispose of their smoking
materials in the ashtrays/bins provided.
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5-7 Personal Visits and Telephone Calls

Disruptions during work time can lead to errors and delays. Therefore, we ask that personal telephone
calls be kept to a minimum, and only be made or received after working time, or during lunch or break
time.

For safety and security reasons, employees must accompany personal guests when visiting anywhere
in our facilities other than the reception areas.

5-8 Solicitation and Distribution

Solicitation for non-profit charitable organizations may be allowed by the Administrative
ServieesHuman Resources—ManagerManager, provided a detailed written request is submitted in
advance. Approval of displays for non-profit solicitation purposes in non-work areas, such as
lunchrooms or designated break areas may also be granted, provided those displays do not interfere
with the work activities or employee use of those areas.

Solicitation of MTA employees for any partisan political organization or purpose is prohibited on MTA
property at any time. Employees may not wear or display any sign or material relating to a political
campaign while acting as an MTA employee. MTA facility, equipment, and supplies are for MTA
business only and may not be used for any political issue or candidate.

5-9 Bulletin Boards

Important notices and items of general interest are continually posted on ex+bulletin boards, newsletters
or other digital media. Employees should make it a practice to review these platforms frequently. This
will assist employees in keeping up with what is current at MasenFransit-AutherityMTA. To avoid
confusion, employees should not post or remove any material from the bulletin board.

5-10 Confidential Information

During the course of work, an employee may become aware of confidential information about Masen
Fransit-AuthorityMTA’s business or MTA’s clients. It is extremely important that all such information
remain confidential, and partiestarky-not be disclosed to those without a need to know. Any employee
who improperly copies, removes (whether physically or electronically), uses or discloses confidential
information to anyone outside of MTA may be subject to disciplinary action up to and including
discharge. Employees may be required to sign an agreement reiterating these obligations.

5-11 Conflict of Interest and Business Ethics

MTA expects its managers, officers, volunteers and employees to conduct business in accordance with
the letter and spirit of relevant laws and refrain from dishonest or unethical conduct.
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Employees shall, during both working and nonworking hours, act in a manner which will inspire public
trust in their integrity, impartiality and devotion to the best interests of MTA, its customers, and the
citizens of Mason County.

To ensure ethical and impartial business, it is prohibited for MTA employees to:

e Offer, accept or solicit money, property, service or other items of value by way of gift, favor,
inducement or loan with the intent that the offer would influence or the recipient would be
influenced by such conduct in the discharge of public duties (per RCW 42.23.070).

o Use their official position, uniform, or badge to secure special advantage in business, person
gain, or other benefit derived from such relationship.

e Use any MTA owned or leased facility, building, equipment, materials or vehicle for their
personal use or benefit, or for the personal use or benefit of any other individual. No
employee shall have unauthorized possession of company property.

e Invest or hold a financial interest, directly or indirectly, in any business entity, transaction
or business endeavor that would create a conflict between the company employee’s duty to
uphold the public trust and the individual’s private interest.

In general, the use of good judgment, based on high ethical principles, will be the guide with respect to
lines of acceptable conduct. If a situation arises where it is difficult to determine the proper course of
action, the matter must be disclosed to the immediate team manager. The team manager will
immediately inform the Administrative-ServieesHuman Resources-Manager Manager for the purpose
of precluding any real or apparent conflict of interest.

It is your responsibility to report any actual or potential conflict that may exist between you (and your
immediate family) and MTA.

(See POL-204 Code of Ethics for details.)

5-12 Health and Safety

The health and safety of employees and others on MTA property are of critical concern to Masen-Fransit
AutherityMTA. MTA intends to comply with all health and safety laws applicable to our business. To
this end, we must rely upon employees to ensure that work areas are kept safe and free of hazardous
conditions. Employees are required to be conscientious about workplace safety, including proper
operating methods, and recognize dangerous conditions or hazards. Any unsafe conditions or potential
hazards mustsheuld—be reported to management immediately, even if the problem appears to be
corrected. Any suspicion of a concealed danger present on MTA’s premises, or in a product, facility,
piece of equipment, process or business practice for which MTA is responsible mustsheutd be brought
to the attention of management immediately.

Any workplace injury, accident, or illness must be reported to the employee’s supervisor as soon as
possible, regardless of the severity of the injury or accident.

Refer to the MTA Health and Safety Manual for rules and guidelines governing workplace safety and
health and the handling and disposal of hazardous substances and waste. All employees mustshould

familiarize themselves with these rules and guidelines, as strict compliance will be expected.
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5-13 Hiring Relatives/Employee Relationships

A familial relationship among employees can create an actual or atleast-a-potential conflict of interest
in the employment setting, especially where one relative supervises another relative. To avoid this
problem, MasenFransit-AutherityMTA may refuse to hire or place a relative in a position where the
potential for favoritism or conflict exists.

In other cases, such as personal relationships where a conflict or the potential for conflict arises, even
if there is no supervisory relationship involved, the parties may be separated by reassignment or
discharged from employment, at the discretion of MTA. Accordingly, all parties to any type of intimate
personal relationship must inform management.

If two employees marry, become related, or enter into an intimate relationship, they may not remain in
areporting relationship or in positions where one individual may affect the compensation or other terms
or conditions of employment of the other individual. MTA generally will attempt to identify other
available positions, but if no alternate position is available, MTA retains the right to decide which
employee will remain with MTA.

For the purposes of this policy, a relative is any person who is related by blood or marriage, or whose
relationship with the employee is similar to that of persons who are related by blood or marriage.

5-14 Employee Dress and Personal Appearance

You are expected to report to work well groomed, clean and dressed according to the requirements of
your position. Some employees may be required to wear uniforms or safety equipment/clothing. Please
contact your supervisor for specific information regarding acceptable attire for your position. If you
report to work dressed or groomed inappropriately, you may be prevented from working until you return
to work well-groomed and wearing the proper attire.

Fragrance Free Workplace

Employees or clients who are sensitive to perfumes and chemicals may suffer potentially serious health
consequences, triggered by exposure to scented products. Consequently, employees are asked to refrain
from the use of personal scented products in the workplace where the sole purpose is to produce a scent,
such as perfume, after shave, and cologne and to avoid the use of strongly scented personal hygiene
products such as laundry soap, dryer sheets, hand lotion, powder, hair spray, and deodorant.

Managers and supervisors are expected to enforce this expectation. An employee who is experiencing

health consequences due to another employee’s use of scented products should report the problem to
their supervisor to ensure appropriate action is taken.

5-15 Publicity/Statements to the Media
All media inquiries regarding the position of MTA as to any issues must be referred to the General

Manager. Only the General Manager is authorized to make or approve public statements on behalf of
MTA. No employees, unless specifically designated by the General Manager, are authorized to make
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those statements on behalf of MTA. Any employee wishing to write and/or publish an article, paper, or
other publication on behalf of MTA must first obtain approval from the General Manager.

5-16 Operation of Vehicles

An employee must have a valid driver's license in his or her possession while operating a vehicle off or
on MTA property. It is the responsibility of every employee to drive safely and obey all traffic, vehicle
safety and parking laws or regulations. Drivers must always demonstrate safe driving habits.

An employee whose work requires the operation of an MTA vehicle will be subject to routine
Department of Motor Vehicles driving records checks. This record check reports citations and accidents
on the employee's personal and commercial driving record. If such an employee’s license expires or is
suspended or revoked, he/she may be subject to disciplinary action including demotion or termination.
Should the employee fail to report immediately such a revocation or suspension of his/her license to the
appropriate team manager and instead continues to operate a MTA vehicle, that employee may be
subject to termination.

MTA-owned or leased vehicles may be used only as authorized by management.

(See Section 6-2 Portable Communication Device Use While Driving.)

5-17 Business Expense Reimbursement

MTA reimburses employees for allowable expenses incurred while traveling on MTA business that are
approved in advance by their team manager. As public employees, we are all expected to make an effort
to minimize expenses and to travel efficiently. Remember to always request government discounts. The
team manager or General Manager may approve unexpected travel expenses.

(See POL-401 Credit Card Policy and POL-402 Travel and Travel Reimbursement Policy for details.)

5-18 If You Must Leave Us

Should an employee decide to leave MTA, we ask that he or she provide a supervisor with at least two
(2) weeks advance notice of departure. Thoughtfulness will be appreciated.

All MTA property including, but not limited to, keys, credit cards, cell phones, laptop computers,
uniforms, etc., must be returned at separation. Employees also must return all of MTA’s confidential
information upon separation. To the extent permitted by law, employees will be required to repay MTA,
(through payroll deduction, if lawful) for any lost or damaged MTA property.

As noted previously, all employees are employed at-will and nothing in this handbook changes that
status.

Employees, upon separation, must sign a certification provided by the HR department attesting that
they have not used their personal device for MTA business and therefore have no agency records on
their personal device. If and employee has used their personal device for MTA business, they are
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required to download any such records and certify to HR that all MTA records have been supplied.
Failure to follow this requirement may result in your personal device being subpoenaed.

Post-Employment Reference

Maseon—Transit—AutherityMTA will respond to reference requests through the Administrative
ServieesHuman Resources—on Department. MTA will provide general information concerning the
employee such as date of hire, date of discharge and positions held. Additional information may be
provided as required per 49 CFR Part 40 Procedures for Transportation Workplace Drug and Alcohol
Testing Program. Please refer all requests for references to the AdministratiHuman Resources wve
Serviees-Department.

Only the Administrative-ServicesHuman Resources-ManagerManager or designee may provide
references.
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Section 6 — Use of Information Technology

6-1 Use of Communications and Computer Systems

Masen—Transit-AuthorityMTA’s communication and computer systems are intended primarily for
business purposes; however, de minimus personal usage is permitted if it does not hinder performance
of job duties or violate any other MTA policy. This includes the use of voicemail, e-mail and internet
systems. Users have no legitimate expectation of privacy in regard to their use of MasenTFransit

AutherityMTA systems.

Masen—TFransit—AuthorityMTA may access the voicemail and e-mail systems and obtain the
communications within the systems, including past voicemail and e-mail messages, without notice to
users of the system, in the ordinary course of business when MTA deems it appropriate to do so. The
reasons for which MTA may obtain such access include, but are not limited to: maintaining the system;
preventing or investigating allegations of system abuse or misuse; investigating potential misconduct;
assuring compliance with software copyright laws; complying with legal and regulatory requests for
information; and ensuring that MTA operations continue appropriately during an employee’s absence.

Further, MasenTFransitAutherityMTA may review internet usage to ensure that such use with MTA
property or communications sent via the internet with MTA property, are appropriate. The reasons for
which MTA may review employees’ use of the internet with MTA property include, but are not limited
to: maintaining the system; preventing or investigating allegations of system abuse or misuse; assuring
compliance with software copyright laws; complying with legal and regulatory requests for
information; and ensuring that MTA operations continue appropriately during an employee’s absence.

MTA may store electronic communications for a period of time after the communication is created.
From time to time, copies of communications may be deleted_in accordance with MTA’s retention
schedule, unless the communications fall under the scope of a litigation hold.

MTA'’s policies prohibiting harassment, in their entirety, apply to the use of MTA’s communication
and computer systems. No one may use any communication or computer system in a manner that may
be construed by others as harassing or offensive based on race, national origin, sex, sexual orientation,
age, disability, religious beliefs or any other characteristic protected by federal, state or local law.

Further, since MTA’s communication and computer systems are intended for business use, all
employees, upon request, must inform management of any private access codes or passwords.

Unauthorized duplication of copyrighted computer software violates the law and is strictly prohibited.

No employee may access, or attempt to obtain access to, another employee’s computer systems without
appropriate authorization.

Violators of this policy may be subject to disciplinary action, up to and including discharge.

(See Policy 702 IT Acceptable Use and as applicable see Policy 314 Teleworking)
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6-2 Personal and Company-Provided Portable Communication Devices

MTA-provided portable communication devices (PCDs), including cell phones and laptops, should be
used primarily for business purposes. Employees have no reasonable expectation of privacy in regard
to the use of such devices, and all use is subject to monitoring, to the maximum extent permitted by
applicable law. This includes, as permitted, the right to monitor personal communications as necessary.

Some employees may be authorized to use their own PCD for business purposes. These employees
should work with the IT department to configure their PCD for business use. Communications sent via
a personal PCD also may subject to monitoring if sent through MTA's networks and the PCD must be
provided for inspection and review upon request.

All conversations, text messages and e-mails must be professional. When sending a text message or
using a PCD for business purposes, whether it is a MTA-provided or personal device, employees must
comply with applicable MTA guidelines, including policies on sexual harassment, discrimination,
conduct, confidentiality, equipment use and operation of vehicles. Using an MTA-issued PCD to send
or receive personal text messages is prohibited at all times and personal use during working hours
should be limited to emergency situations.

If an employee who uses a personal PCD for business resigns or is discharged, the employee will be
required to submit the device to the IT department for resetting on or before his or her last day of work.
At that time, the IT department will reset and remove all information from the device, including but not
limited to, MTA information and personal data (such as contacts, e-mails, and photographs). The IT
department will make efforts to provide employees with the personal data in another form (e.g., on a
disk) to the extent practicable; however, the employee may lose some or all personal data saved on the
device.

Employees may not use their personal PCD for business unless they agree to submit the device to the
IT department on or before their last day of work for resetting and removal of MTA information. This
is the only way currently possible to ensure that all MTA information is removed from the device at the
time of termination. The removal of MTA information is crucial to ensure compliance with the Public
Records Act and MTA’s confidentiality and proprietary information policies and objectives.

Please note that whether employees use their personal PCD or an MTA-issued device, MTA’s electronic
communications policies, including but not limited to, proper use of communications and computer
systems, remain in effect. Additionally, employees are advised that all work-related communications
are subject to disclosure pursuant to the Public Records Act or a legal subpoena, regardless of whether
communications occur on a personal or MTA-issued device. Employees may be required to make
content on their personal PCD available to comply with public records requests or legal subpoenas.

(See Policy 314 Teleworking)

Portable Communication Device Use While Driving

Employees who drive on MTA business must abide by all state or local laws prohibiting or limiting
PCD (cell phone or personal digital assistant) use while driving. Further, even if usage is permitted,
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employees may choose to refrain from using any PCD while driving. “Use” includes, but is not limited
to, talking or listening to another person or sending an electronic or text message via the PCD.

Regardless of the circumstances, including slow or stopped traffic, if any use is permitted while driving,
employees should proceed to a safe location off the road and safely stop the vehicle before placing or
accepting a call. If acceptance of a call is absolutely necessary while the employee is driving, and
permitted by law, the employee must use a hands-free option and advise the caller that he/she is unable
to speak at that time and will return the call shortly.

Under no circumstances should employees feel that they need to place themselves at risk to fulfill
business needs.

Since this policy does not require any employee to use a cell phone while driving, employees who are
charged with traffic violations resulting from the use of their PCDs while driving will be solely
responsible for all liabilities that result from such actions.

Texting and/or e-mailing while driving is prohibited in all circumstances.

(See Policy 703 Cell Phone and Policy 704 IT Remote Access)

6-3 Use of Facilities, Equipment and Property, Including Intellectual Property

MTA provides its employees with communications hardware and software, internal and external email,
access to the internet and voicemail for the benefit of the organization and its clients. Each employee
has a responsibility to maintain and enhance MTA’s public image which includes using the technology
provided in a professional, productive, ethical and legal manner. As a condition of providing this
technology, MTA places certain restrictions on usage and expects employees to adhere to the following
guidelines, in addition to those outlined in POL-702 (Information Technology Acceptable Use).

Privacy and Security

Although MTA maintains a high degree of respect for the personal privacy of its employees, each
employee should be aware that the following guidelines may affect their privacy in the workplace. The
communication systems, as well as the equipment, data, messages, and files stored, are and remain at
all times the property of MTA. MTA thus has the right to monitor their use.

MTA reserves the right to review, audit, intercept, access and disclose all messages created, received
or sent over the email system for any purpose. At any time and without prior notice, MTA’s Leadership
Team reserves the right to examine email, personal file directories and other information stored on its
computers. Internet activity is public communication and is not private. All communications, including
text and images, may be disclosed to law enforcement or other third parties without prior consent of the
sender or the receiver.

No employee should consider his or her messages or files to be private or confidential. Even if a
message is erased, it is still possible for management to retrieve and read that message. The use of
passwords for security does not guarantee confidentiality. It is also possible for messages to be retrieved
and viewed by someone other than the intended recipient.

58

MTA Reg. Board meeting
March 17, 2026
Page 71



Notwithstanding MTA’s right to retrieve and read any electronic mail messages, such messages should
be treated as confidential by other employees and accessed only by the intended recipient. Employees
may not retrieve or read any email messages that are not sent to them. The General Manager must
approve any exception to this policy.

Aside from performance of normal job duties, employees are not permitted to modify, copy, remove or
destroy any MTA equipment, data or files, unless specifically authorized or directed by the
General Manager or designee.

Password Protection

Computer account and password information should not be shared. Employees will be held responsible
for activity originating from their account. Any employee who suspects that his or her password is no
longer private should change the password immediately.

Appropriate Use

Employees may use personal electronic devices to access Wi-Fi that is publicly available at the agency.
However, it must be used during breaks and/or meal periods.

Inappropriate Use

Employees are prohibited from accessing the internet from MTA or using MTA equipment for any
inappropriate purposes, including but not limited to those identified in POL-702. Employees are
forbidden from using profanity or vulgarity in all MTA email and from posting to public forums, blogs,
or newsgroups from MTA or via the agency’s communication system or equipment.

This policy should be read and interpreted in conjunction with all other MTA policies, including but
not limited to, policies prohibiting harassment, discrimination, offensive conduct or inappropriate
behavior. MTA specifically prohibits employees from sending, creating, or soliciting email, voicemail
messages or any other file that would reasonably be considered offensive, harassing, inflammatory or
disruptive to any employee. Offensive content includes, but is not limited to, sexual comments or
images, racial slurs, gender specific comments or any comments that would offend someone on the
basis of their age, gender, sexual orientation, religious or political beliefs, national origin or disability.

Any attempt by employees to hide or disguise their identities while using email or internet access is
prohibited. In addition, employees may not use the agency’s communications system or equipment to
impede, slow down, or prevent the flow of information on the internet or for any illegal or unethical

purpose.

Employees must abide by all federal, state and local laws governing information sent through the
internet.
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Personal Use

Equipment provided to employees by MTA is MTA property and is provided for MTA business
purposes. MTA property includes, but is not limited to, computers, phones and office equipment (e.g.,
copiers, faxes, etc.), cars, electronic tablets and cell phones. Email and internet access through MTA’s
network are also provided for business purposes.

Software

To prevent computer viruses from being transmitted through the system, employees are not permitted
to download or install any software, unless authorized by the Technical Support Analyst. Failure to
detect viruses can result in corruption or damage to files and/or unauthorized entry into MTA’s network.
Therefore, any files that are downloaded should be treated with caution and passed through virus
protection programs prior to use.

Acknowledgment

Employees are hereby notified that use of MTA-provided technology constitutes full acceptance of the
terms of this policy and consent to monitoring. Any employee who is found to have violated any part
of these guidelines or before mentioned POL-702thispetiey-may be subject to disciplinary action, up
to and including termination.
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General Handbook Acknowledgment

This Employee Handbook is an important document intended to help you become acquainted with
Masen—TFransit—AuthorityMTA. This document is intended to provide guidelines and general
descriptions only; it is not the final word in all cases. Individual circumstances may call for individual
attention.

MTA’s operations and the contents of this handbook may be changed at any time, with or without
notice, in an individual case or generally, at the sole discretion of management.

Please read the following statements and sign below to indicate your receipt and acknowledgment of
this Employee handbook.

I have received and read a copy of MasenTransit-AutherityMTA’s Employee handbook. I
understand that the policies, rules and benefits described in it are subject to change at the sole
discretion of MTA at any time.

I further understand that this handbook is not a contract for employment. In the event of any
conflict between this handbook and a Collectlve Bargammg Agreement (CBA) in eifect the CBA

shall govern unle

I understand that no representative of MasenTransit-AutherityMTA other than the General
Manager may alter “at will” status and any such modification must be in a signed writing.

I understand that my signature below indicates that I have read and understand the above
statements and that I have received a copy of MTA's Employee handbook.

Employee’s Printed Name:

Employee’s Signature:

Position:

Date:

The signed original copy of this acknowledgment should be given to management - it will be filed in
your personnel file.
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RESOLUTION NO. 2026-10

A RESOLUTION OF THE MASON TRANSIT AUTHORITY BOARD
APPROVING THE EMPLOYEE HANDBOOK AND SUPERSEDING AND
REPLACING IN FULL ANY PREVIOUSLY ADOPTED OR APPROVED
MASON TRANSIT AUTHORITY EMPLOYEE HANDBOOK.

WHEREAS, the Mason Transit Authority ("MTA") Board (the “Board”) previously
approved the Employee Handbook on December 21, 2021; and

WHEREAS, the Employee Handbook has bee reviewed by the MTA Policy Committee,
Legal Counsel, and employee labor representatives;

WHEREAS, the Employee Handbook is now being updated for the following reasons:
(a) Manager Title changes; (b) updates to language to reflect changing laws and regulations (c)
Removal of unused programs (d) addition of an employee complaint procedure and (e)
additional language to timekeeping, vacation payout, uniforms, and leave without pay;

NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE MASON TRANSIT AUTHORITY
BOARD that the attached revised MTA Employee Handbook is approved and shall supersede
and replace in full any previously adopted or approved MTA Employee Handbook.

Adopted this 17t day of March, 2026.

Randy Neatherlin, Board Chair Wes Martin, Vice Chair

Cyndy Brehmeyer, Authority Member Tom Gilmore, Authority Member

Richard Lee, Authority Member [Vacant], Authority Member

[Vacant], Authority Member Pat Tarzwell, Authority Member
Resolution No.2026-10 ~ Pagelof2
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Sharon Trask, Authority Member

APPROVED AS TO CONTENT:

Amy Asher, General Manager

APPROVED AS TO FORM:

Robert W. Johnson, Legal Counsel

ATTEST: DATE:
Tracy Becht, Clerk of the Board

Resolution No. 2026-10
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ABOUT THIS HANDBOOK/DISCLAIMER

We prepared this handbook to help employees find the answers to many questions that they may have
regarding their employment with Mason Transit Authority (MTA). Please take the necessary time to
read it.

We do not expect this handbook to answer all questions. Supervisors, Managers and the Administration
department also serve as major sources of information.

Neither this handbook nor any other verbal or written communication by a management representative
is, nor should it be considered to be, an agreement, contract of employment — whether express or
implied, or a promise of treatment in any particular manner in any given situation, nor does it confer
any contractual rights whatsoever. MTA adheres to the policy of employment at will, which permits
MTA or the employee to end the employment relationship at any time, for any reason, with or without
cause or notice.

No MTA representative other than the General Manager may modify at-will status and/or provide any
special arrangement concerning the terms or conditions of employment, and any such modification must
be in a signed writing.

Many matters covered by this handbook, such as benefit plan descriptions, are also described in separate
MTA policy or collective bargaining documents. These MTA documents are always controlling over
any statement made in this handbook or by any member of management.

This handbook states only general MTA guidelines. MTA may, at any time, in its sole discretion,
modify or vary from anything stated in this handbook, with or without notice, except for the rights of
the parties to end employment at will, which may only be modified by an express written agreement
signed by the employee and General Manager.

This handbook is intended to give employees a broad summary of things they should know about Mason
Transit Authority. The information in this handbook is general in nature and, should questions arise,
any member of management should be consulted for complete details. While we intend to continue the
policies, rules and benefits described in this handbook, MTA, in its sole discretion, may always amend,
add to, delete from or modify the provisions of this handbook and/or change its interpretation of any
provision set forth in this handbook. Employees should not hesitate to speak to management if they
have any questions about MTA or its personnel policies and practices.

This handbook is subject to the terms of any applicable collective bargaining agreement.

This handbook supersedes all prior handbooks.
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Section 1 - Principles of Employment

MASON TRANSIT AUTHORITY STATEMENTS OF VISION, MISSION & GUIDING
PRINCIPLES

Vision ~ Driving our community forward.

Mission ~ We provide transportation choices that connect people, jobs, and community, increasing the
quality of life in Mason County.

Our Guiding Principles ~ We believe that public transportation and personal mobility are essential to
the economic vitality, environmental stability, and quality of life in Mason County. Our core values
guide our actions each day:

e Service Excellence: We go beyond the expectations of our customers and provide inspirational
leadership to deliver safe, comfortable, and reliable service; we see today’s best service as our
motivation to make tomorrow’s even better.

e Safety: We provide and enforce a safe and secure environment for our customers, community
and teammates through awareness, consistent training, and allocation of resources.

e Professionalism: We conduct our work transactions with integrity, fiscal responsibility and
transparency. We engage the community in our decision making by sharing information and
encouraging public involvement.

o Teamwork: We achieve our greatest success as a team. We embrace diversity, support each
other and treat each other with respect, and use meaningful communication.

e Partnerships: We explore and build collaborative and healthy alliances to promote and advance
our mission.

e Innovation: We constantly explore ways to improve. We celebrate inspiration, creativity,
initiative and courage in all things to promote an exceptional customer service experience.
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TEAM CULTURE...
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1-1 Introduction

For employees who are commencing employment with Mason Transit Authority (or “MTA”), on behalf
of MTA, the Management Team extends a warm and sincere welcome. You are joining a team of highly
committed people.

For employees who have been with us, thank you for your past and continued service.

We extend our personal best wishes for success and happiness here at MTA. We understand that it is
our employees who provide the services that our customers rely upon, and who will enable us to create
new opportunities in the years to come.

1-2 Equal Employment Opportunity

MTA is an Equal Opportunity Employer that does not discriminate on the basis of actual or perceived
race, creed, color, religion, alienage or national origin, ancestry, citizenship status, age, disability, sex,
pregnancy, marital status, status as a domestic violence victim, veteran status, sexual orientation, gender
identity or expression, genetic information, or any other characteristic protected by applicable federal,
state or local laws. Our management team is dedicated to this policy with respect to recruitment, hiring,
placement, promotion, transfer, training, compensation, benefits, employee activities and general
treatment during employment.

Any employees with questions or concerns about equal employment opportunities in the workplace are
encouraged to bring these issues to the attention of the Human Resources Manager. MTA will not allow
any form of retaliation against individuals who raise issues of equal employment opportunity. If
employees feel they have been subjected to any such retaliation, they should contact the Human
Resources Manager. To ensure our workplace is free of artificial barriers, violation of this policy,
including any improper retaliatory conduct, will lead to discipline, up to and including discharge. All
employees must cooperate with all investigations.

(See POL-307 for details)

1-3 Employee Rights to Equal Pay and Opportunities

MTA provides equal pay and career advancement opportunities to employees, regardless of gender, in
compliance with Washington State’s Equal Pay Opportunity Act. In accordance with the Act, MTA
promotes fairness among workers through the following:

1. MTA provides equal compensation to “similarly employed” workers. Employees are
similarly employed if the individuals work for the same employer, the performance of the
job requires similar skill, effort, and responsibility, and the jobs are performed under similar
working conditions..

2. MTA does not limit or provide career advancement opportunities based on gender.

3. MTA does not stop employees from disclosing their wages to other workers or require
agreements with employees that stop them from disclosing their wages.

4. MTA does not take any negative action against an employee for:

8

MTA Reg. Board meeting
March 17, 2026
Page 84



a.  asking or talking about wages with other workers,

b.  asking MTA to provide a reason for the employee’s wages or lack of opportunity for
career advancement, or

c.  helping or encouraging a fellow worker to take an action protected by the Equal Pay
Opportunity Act or filing a complaint with MTA or any federal, state, or local
agency.

(See POL-307 for details)

1-4 Reasonable Accommodations

MTA provides reasonable accommodations to persons, employees or applicants for employment who
qualify as individuals with disabilities under the Americans with Disability Act (ADA) of 1990 and/or
the Washington State Law Against Discrimination (Chapter 49.60 RCW). A qualified individual with
a disability is a person who: (i) has a sensory, mental, or physical condition that is medically
diagnosable; (ii) satisfies the job requirements for educational background, employment experience,
skills, licenses and any other qualification standards that are job related; and (iii) is able to satisfactorily
perform all functions that are essential to the job, with or without reasonable accommodation.

Qualified individuals with disabilities have the right to request and receive reasonable accommodations
in all aspects of employment. MTA will initiate an interactive process upon receiving a request for an
accommodation from an employee or applicant, or upon learning information indicating that the
employee may have a sensory, mental, or physical impairment that limits the employee’s ability to
perform their job. Supervisors and managers should document and forward to the Human Resources
Department any initial information received from an employee about a potential qualifying disability
as well as any request for an accommodation.

The Human Resources department has the responsibility to receive requests for accommodation, review
possible options in conjunction with the employee or applicant and the affected manager, and
recommend an appropriate accommodation. Such accommodations may include, but not be limited to,
establishing a temporary part-time or modified work schedule, job restructuring, transitional duty,
purchasing or modifying equipment or devices, making facilities accessible, modifying existing
policies, or extending an unpaid medical leave of absence. When more than one reasonable
accommodation exists, the agency will select the accommodation to be provided.

MTA will endeavor to accommodate the sincere religious beliefs of its employees to the extent such
accommodation would not cause an undue hardship on MTA’S operations/business. If employees wish
to request such accommodation, they should contact the Human Resources Manager

It is the responsibility of the employee or applicant to provide a written request for the accommodation
desired, as well as a completed Health Care Certification form completed by the employee or applicant’s
health care provider outlining the nature of the disability, work-related restrictions, and if known, the
accommodation(s) needed. Those who fail to provide such information may forfeit their eligibility for
reasonable accommodation.
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MTA has no obligation to create vacant positions, to offer reassignment to promotional positions, to
waive job qualifications or essential functions in the accommodation process, or to grant an
accommodation that would cause an undue hardship on the agency.

Lactation Breaks

MTA will provide a reasonable amount of break time to accommodate employees desiring to express
breast milk for their infant child, in accordance with and to the extent required by applicable law. The
break time, if possible, must run concurrently with rest and meal periods already provided. If the break
time cannot run concurrently with rest and meal periods already provided, the break time will be unpaid,
subject to applicable law.

MTA will work with the employee to provide a private space to express breastmilk for up to two years
after the child’s birth. This location may be the employee's private office, if applicable. MTA may not
be able to provide additional break time if doing so would seriously disrupt MTA's operations, subject
to applicable law. Please consult the Human Resources Manager with questions regarding this policy.

Employees should advise management if they need break time and an area for this purpose. Employees
will not be discriminated against or retaliated against for exercising their rights under this policy.

1-5 Pregnancy Accommodations

In compliance with the Pregnant Workers Fairness Act and Washington state’s Healthy Starts Act,
MTA will not discriminate against an employee in relation to pregnancy and pregnancy-related health
conditions. MTA will endeavor to provide reasonable accommodations for pregnancy and pregnancy-
related health conditions unless the accommodation would pose an undue hardship on MTA’s business.
Reasonable accommodations can include:

—_—

providing more frequent, longer or flexible restroom breaks;

modifying a no food or drink policy;

3. job restructuring, part-time or modified work schedules, reassignment to a vacant position
or acquiring or modifying equipment, devices, or an employee’s work station;

4. providing seating or allowing the employee to sit more often if the employee’s job requires

the employee to stand;

providing for a temporary transfer to a less strenuous or less hazardous position;

providing assistance with manual labor and limits on lifting;

scheduling flexibility for prenatal and postnatal visits; and

any further pregnancy accommodation an employee may request, and to which MTA must

give reasonable consideration in consultation with information provided on pregnancy

accommodation by the Washington Department of Labor and Industries or the attending

health care provider of the employee.

N

N

MTA may request that the employee provide a written certification from the employee’s treating health
care professional regarding the need for reasonable accommodation except for accommodations listed
in points 1, 2 and 4 above or limits on lifting.

MTA will not take adverse action against an employee who requests, declines, or uses an
accommodation. Further, MTA will not deny employment opportunities to an otherwise qualified
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employee or prospective employee if such denial is based on MTA’s need to reasonably accommodate
an employee’s or prospective employee’s condition related to pregnancy, childbirth, or a related
medical condition. Additionally, MTA will not require an employee to take leave if another reasonable
accommodation can be provided for the employee’s pregnancy and pregnancy-related health
conditions.

If employees have any questions about or would like to request a reasonable accommodation, they
should contact the Human Resources Manager

1-6 Unlawful Harassment

It is MTA’s policy to prohibit intentional and unintentional harassment of any individual by another
person on the basis of any protected classification including, but not limited to, race, color, national
origin, citizenship or immigration status, religion, disability (including the use of a trained service
animal), religion, marital status, veteran or military status, sexual orientation, sex (including
pregnancy), gender expression or identity, genetic information, or age. The purpose of this policy is not
to regulate our employees’ personal morality, but to ensure that in the workplace, no one harasses
another individual.

Unlawful harassment encompasses unwelcome conduct that is based upon a person’s protected status
and that affects tangible job benefits, interferes unreasonably with an individual’s work performance,
or creates an intimidating, hostile, or offensive working environment. Forms of unlawful harassment
include, but are not limited to:

e Verbal: repeated sexual innuendoes, racial or sexual epithets, derogatory slurs, off-color
jokes, propositions, threats, mocking remarks, or suggestive or insulting sounds;

e Visual/Non-verbal: derogatory posters, cartoons, drawings or emails, suggestive objects or
pictures, graphic commentaries, leering, or obscene gestures;

e Physical: unwanted physical contact including touching, interference with an individual’s
normal work movement, or assault.

If an employee feels that he or she has been subjected to conduct which violates this policy, or has
observed harassing behavior toward another person, he or she should immediately report the matter to
the Human Resources Manager. If the employee is unable for any reason to contact this person, or if
the employee has not received a satisfactory response within five (5) business days after reporting any
incident of what the employee perceives to be harassment, the employee should contact the General
Manager. If the person to whom the complaint is directed is one of the individuals indicated above, the
employee should contact any higher-level manager in his or her reporting hierarchy. Every report of
perceived harassment will be fully investigated, and corrective action will be taken where appropriate.
MTA reserves the right to impose discipline up to and including termination of employment for
offensive behavior, regardless of whether the behavior rises to the level of a violation of law. All
complaints will be kept confidential to the extent possible, but confidentiality cannot be guaranteed.
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In addition, MTA will not allow any form of retaliation against individuals who in good faith report
harassing conduct to management or who cooperate in the investigations of such reports in accordance
with this policy. If the employee feels he or she has been subjected to any such retaliation, he or she
should report it in the same manner in which the employee would report a claim of perceived harassment
under this policy. Violation of this policy including any improper retaliatory conduct will result in
disciplinary action, up to and including discharge. All employees must cooperate with all investigations.

(See POL-308 for details.)

1-7 Sexual Harassment

It is MTA''s policy to prohibit harassment of any employee by any supervisor, employee, customer, or
vendor on the basis of sex or gender. While it is not easy to define precisely what types of conduct could
constitute sexual harassment, examples of prohibited behavior include unwelcome sexual advances,
requests for sexual favors, obscene gestures, displaying sexually graphic magazines, calendars or
posters, sending sexually explicit e-mails, text messages and other verbal or physical conduct of a sexual
nature, such as uninvited touching of a sexual nature or sexually related comments. Depending upon
the circumstances, improper conduct also can include sexual joking, vulgar or offensive conversation
or jokes, commenting about an employee’s physical appearance, conversation about your own or
someone else’s sex life, or teasing or other conduct directed toward a person because of his, her, or their
gender which is sufficiently severe or pervasive to create an unprofessional and hostile working
environment.

If an employee feels that he or she has been subjected to conduct which violates this policy or has
observed another person being subjected to such behavior, the employee should immediately report the
matter to the Human Resources Manager. If unable for any reason to contact this person, or if the
employee has not received a satisfactory response within five (5) business days after reporting any
incident of perceived harassment, the employee should contact the General Manager. If the person to
whom the complaint is directed is one of the individuals indicated above, the employee should contact
any higher-level manager in his, her, or their reporting hierarchy. Every report of perceived harassment
will be fully investigated, and corrective action will be taken where appropriate. MTA reserves the
right to impose discipline up to and including termination of employment for sexually offensive
behavior, regardless of whether the behavior rises to the level of a violation of law. All complaints will
be kept confidential to the extent possible, but confidentiality cannot be guaranteed.

In addition, MTA will not allow any form of retaliation against individuals who in good faith report
unwelcome conduct to management or who cooperate in the investigations of such reports in accordance
with this policy. If the employee feels they have been subjected to any such retaliation, the employee
should report it in the same manner in which a claim of perceived harassment would be reported under
this policy. Violation of this policy including any improper retaliatory conduct will result in disciplinary
action, up to and including discharge. All employees must cooperate with all investigations.

(See POL-308 for details.)
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1-8 Drug-Free and Alcohol-Free Workplace

All MTA employees are subject to the provisions of the Drug-Free Workplace Act of 1988. All covered
employees are required to submit to drug and alcohol tests as a condition of employment. Covered
employees include those with safety-sensitive functions who operate a revenue service vehicle in or out
of revenue service, operate a non-revenue vehicle requiring a commercial driver’s license, control
movement or dispatch of a revenue service vehicle, or maintain (including repairs, overhaul and
rebuilding) a revenue service vehicle or equipment used in revenue service.

The appropriate use of legally prescribed drugs and non-prescription medication is not prohibited.
However, it is the responsibility of employees to determine if they are fit for duty and to remove
themselves from service if they are experiencing any adverse effects from any drug or medication.

Additional details can be found within POL-301 Drug and Alcohol Policy, which complies with
49 CFR Part 655 and 49 CFR Part 40, as amended.

1-9 Workplace Violence

MTA is strongly committed to providing a safe workplace. The purpose of this policy is to minimize
the risk of personal injury to employees and damage to MTA and personal property.

MTA does not expect employees to become experts in psychology or to physically subdue a threatening
or violent individual. Indeed, MTA specifically discourages employees from engaging in any physical
confrontation with a violent or potentially violent individual. However, MTA does expect and
encourage employees to exercise reasonable judgment in identifying potentially dangerous situations,
using de-escalation techniques as appropriate, and notifying management of threatened or actual
violence.

Recognizing a Potentially Violent Individual

Experts in the mental health profession state that prior to engaging in acts of violence, troubled
individuals often exhibit one or more of the following behaviors or signs: over-resentment; anger and
hostility; extreme agitation; making ominous threats such as bad things will happen to a particular
person or a catastrophic event will occur; sudden and significant decline in work performance;
irresponsible, irrational, intimidating, aggressive or otherwise inappropriate behavior; reacting to
questions with an antagonistic or overtly negative attitude; discussing weapons and their use and/or
brandishing weapons in the workplace; overreacting or reacting harshly to changes in MTA policies
and procedures; personality conflicts with co-workers; obsession or preoccupation with a co-worker or
supervisor; attempts to sabotage the work or equipment of a co-worker; blaming others for mistakes
and circumstances; or demonstrating a propensity to behave and react irrationally.

Prohibited Conduct

Threats, threatening language or any other acts of aggression or violence made toward or by any MTA
employee WILL NOT BE TOLERATED. For purposes of this policy, a threat includes any verbal or
physical harassment or abuse, any attempt at intimidating or instilling fear in others, menacing gestures,
flashing of weapons, stalking or any other hostile, aggressive, injurious or destructive action undertaken
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for the purpose of domination or intimidation. Due to the potential for misunderstandings, joking about
any of the above is also prohibited.

To the extent permitted by law, employees and visitors are prohibited from carrying weapons onto MTA
premises. “Weapons” are defined broadly to include anything readily capable of causing death or
substantial bodily harm when used. This includes firearms, explosives, knives with blades longer than
three inches, clubs, and other items when carried or displayed in a manner that causes alarm (e.g., a
baseball bat). However, employees are allowed to store firearms securely in their own personal vehicles.
Employees and visitors are also allowed to carry mace or pepper spray onto MTA premises for self-
defense.

Procedures for Reporting a Threat

All potentially dangerous situations, including threats by co-workers, should be reported immediately
to any member of management with whom the employee feels comfortable. Reports of threats may be
maintained confidential to the extent maintaining confidentiality does not impede our ability to
investigate and respond to the complaints. All threats will be promptly investigated. All employees
must cooperate with all investigations. No employee will be subjected to retaliation, intimidation, or
disciplinary action as a result of reporting a threat in good faith under this policy.

If MTA determines, after an appropriate good faith investigation, that someone has violated this policy,
MTA will take swift and appropriate corrective action.

If the employee is the recipient of a threat made by an outside party, that employee should follow the
steps detailed in this section. It is important for us to be aware of any potential danger in our work
environment. MTA wants to take effective measures to protect everyone from the threat of a violent act
by an employee or by anyone else.

Section 1-10 Employee Complaint Procedure

MTA recognizes that there may be times when employees need to formally express concerns or
complaints regarding workplace matters. The following procedure ensures that non-represented
employees receive a fair and unbiased review of their concerns through a structured and respectful
process.

If you have a complaint or wish to report a violation of company policy, please follow these steps:

Step 1: Employees are encouraged to first discuss their concerns directly with their immediate
supervisor. Many issues can be resolved informally when both parties communicate openly and work
collaboratively to find a solution. If the concern is not resolved to the employee’s satisfaction through
informal discussion, the employee may proceed with a formal complaint. If your supervisor and/or
manager is the subject of the complaint or concern, or if you are uncomfortable speaking with them,
proceed to Step 2.
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Step 2: Contact the Human Resources department by phone or in person to submit a formal complaint
within ten (10) days of the informal discussion, or of incident if there was no informal discussion. The
written complaint should include:
* A clear description of the concern or complaint.
*  Supporting information such as relevant facts, evidence, witness accounts, or applicable
policies.
*  The desired resolution or outcome.

If HR is the subject of your complaint, contact the General Manager to submit a formal complaint. If
the General Manager is the subject of the complaint, HR will submit the formal complaint to the
Board Chair and/or Vice Chair.

Step 3: Once a complaint is received, Human Resources, or the appropriate party, will conduct a
prompt and impartial investigation. A written response will be provided to the employee within sixty
(60) calendar days of receiving the complaint. This response will represent the final determination
unless new evidence or circumstances justify further review.

Human Resources will maintain a confidential record of the entire complaint process, including all
submitted materials and written responses, in accordance with organizational recordkeeping policies
and to the extent allowed by law.

Non-Retaliation

MTA strictly prohibits any form of retaliation against an employee for filing a complaint in good faith
or for participating in an investigation. Any employee found to have retaliated against another for
these reasons will be subject to disciplinary action, up to and including termination.

(Represented employees should refer to their respective collective bargaining agreements.)

1-11 Whistleblower Act

The Washington State Whistleblower Act of 1982 provides protection for public employees who report
suspected improper government action. Any public employee may report suspected improper
governmental action by reporting it to the General Manager, Human Resources Manager, or the Board.
“Improper government action” is action taken in the performance of an employee’s official duties that:

e Results in mismanagement or gross waste of public funds;
e [s aviolation of any federal or state law or rule; or
e Is of substantial and specific danger to the public health or safety.

MTA encourages employees to report such actions and will protect employees from retaliation for such
reporting made in good faith.

(See POL-305 Whistleblower Protection Policy for details.)
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Section 2 - Operational Policies

2-1 Employee Classifications
For purposes of this handbook, all employees fall within one or more of the classifications below.

Regular Full-Time Employees - Employees who regularly work at least 30 hours per week who were
not hired on a short-term basis.

Regular Part-Time Employees - Employees who regularly work fewer than 30 hours per week who
were not hired on a short-term basis.

Worker/Driver — Employees who operate a routed commuter bus to their primary employment site at
Puget Sound Naval Shipyard. Back-Up Worker drivers serve as substitutes for the Worker Drivers.

On-Call Employees - Employees whose schedules are directed by the needs of the transit system and
may only work one day per week or for a specified period of time each year.

Temporary Employees — Employees who are hired for a period of six months or less.

Safety-Sensitive Employees - Jobs in which alcohol or drug use could threaten the safety of any other
person in the workplace. All positions in the Operations, Facilities and Maintenance departments are
considered safety-sensitive.

In addition to the above classifications, employees are categorized as either "exempt" or "non-exempt"
for purposes of federal and state wage and hour laws. Employees classified as exempt do not receive
overtime pay; they generally receive the same weekly salary regardless of hours worked. The employee
will be informed of these classifications upon hire and informed of any subsequent changes to the
employee’s classification.

2-2 Probation Period

The first six months of employment is an introductory probation period. This is an opportunity for MTA
to evaluate the employee’s performance. It also is an opportunity for the employee to decide whether
they are happy being employed by MTA. MTA may extend the introductory period by 30 days if
necessary to allow for further evaluation of performance. Completion of the introductory period does
not alter an employee's at-will status.

MTA will conduct a formal performance review at the end of the probation period.

(Represented employees should refer to their respective collective bargaining agreements.)
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2-3 Employee Service Credit

“Length of service” refers to the length of time that our employees spend as active Full-Time or Part-
Time Employees with MTA. Service begins on the day you become a Full-Time or Part-Time
Employee.

Length of service may be used in determining certain work assignments, shifts, employee benefits, such
as time-off benefits.

(See respective collective bargaining agreement.)

2-4 Employment Records

MTA maintains personnel records for each employee. While these files are MTA property, employees
have the right to review their own personnel file in the presence of the Human Resources Manager or
designee at a mutually convenient time. Employees may also request copies of anything in their
personnel files. Employees are entitled to add a written rebuttal to any disputed item to the personnel
file. The employee’s team manager, the Human Resources Manager, and the General Manager may
also examine employee personnel files except for confidential medical records, which shall be kept in
a separate file.

The employee should keep his or her personnel file up to date by informing the Human Resources
Manager of any changes. The employee also should inform the Human Resources Manager of any
specialized training or skills he or she may acquire in the future, as well as any changes to any required
visas. Unreported changes of address, marital status, etc. can affect withholding tax and benefit
coverage. Further, an “out of date” emergency contact or an inability to reach the employee in a crisis
could cause a severe health or safety risk or other significant problem.

2-5 Timekeeping Procedures

Employees must record their actual time worked for payroll and benefit purposes. Actual time worked
does not include meal periods any or non-worked guaranteed pay time provided for in an applicable
collective bargaining agreement. Employees are required to add appropriate notes to their timecard
notating any variances from their scheduled shift.

Altering, falsifying, or tampering with time records is prohibited and subjects the employee to
discipline, up to and including discharge.

An FLSA- exempt employee is expected to work the amount of time necessary to accomplish the duties
and tasks of the position and are expected to work a minimum of 80 hours every two weeks unless
accrued leave is used. Exempt employees are required to record their daily work attendance and report
days of absence from work for reasons such as leaves of absence, sick leave or personal business that
exceed 4 hours in the day. Exempt employees are regularly required to attend meetings or events that
occur outside typical hours and flex their time as needed during the pay period. This requires continual
communication with managers and staff that are supervised to ensure that agency needs are being met.
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Non-exempt employees may not start work until their scheduled starting time without being
preapproved.

It is the employee’s responsibility to electronically, or otherwise, sign off on time records to certify the
accuracy of all time recorded. Any errors in the time record should be reported immediately to a
supervisor, who will attempt to correct legitimate errors.

2-6 Overtime

Occasionally, we experience periods of extremely high activity. During these busy periods, additional
work is required from all of us. Supervisors are responsible for monitoring business activity and
requesting overtime work if it is necessary. Effort will be made to provide employees with adequate
advance notice in such situations.

Any non-exempt employee who works overtime will be compensated at the rate of one and one-half
times (1.5) his/her normal hourly wage for all time worked in excess of forty (40) hours each week,
unless otherwise required by law.

Non-exempt employees may work overtime only with prior management authorization.

For purposes of calculating overtime for non-exempt employees, the workweek begins at 12:00 a.m. on
Sunday and ends at 11:59 p.m. on the following Saturday.

2-7 Rest and Meal Breaks for Non-Exempt Employees

In compliance with state and federal law and to encourage employees to refresh and re-energize during
the day, non-exempt employees are required to take rest and meal breaks, as directed, during work
hours. Employees are expected to take a paid 15-minute break during every four-hour period of work.
Most employees are able to take intermittent breaks throughout that period, which total 15 minutes. If
this is not possible, a break must be scheduled. Employees should not work more than three hours
without a break.

In addition, employees who work longer than five hours will be scheduled for an unpaid meal period
of at least thirty minutes to be provided between the second and fifth working hour. The time when
meal periods are scheduled varies between departments, depending on the needs of each department.
Your team manager will assign your meal period schedule.

During unpaid meal breaks, employees are completely relieved of job duties.

Employees may not combine meal and/or rest breaks in order to leave work early. MTA reserves the
right to schedule or reschedule meal and rest periods to meet the operational needs of MTA.

Represented employees should refer to their respective collective bargaining agreement for other
specifics relating to Rest and Meal Breaks.

(See respective collective bargaining agreements.)
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2-8 Travel Time for Non-Exempt Employees
Overnight, Out-of-Town Trips

Non-exempt employees will be compensated for time spent traveling (except for meal periods), on days
they are scheduled to work and on unscheduled workdays (such as weekends). Non-exempt employees
also will be paid for any time spent performing job duties during otherwise non-compensable travel
time; however, such work should be limited absent advance management authorization.

Out-of-Town Trips for One Day

Non-exempt employees who travel out of town for a one-day assignment will be paid for all travel time,
except for, among other things, meal periods.

Local Travel

Non-exempt employees will be compensated for time spent traveling from one job site to another job
site during a workday. The trip home, however, is non-compensable when an employee goes directly
home from his/her final job site, unless it is much longer than his/her regular commute home from the
regular worksite. In such case, the portion of the trip home in excess of the regular commute is
compensable.

Commuting Time

Under the Portal to Portal Act, travel from home to work and from work to home is generally non-
compensable. The time it takes an employee to travel to any of MTA’s workplaces to start their shift
is considered non-compensable. However, the time it takes to get from one MTA location to another
during the workday is compensable.

If compensable travel time results in more than 40 hours worked by a non-exempt employee, the
employee will be compensated at an overtime rate of one and one-half times the regular rate. Non-
exempt employees may be required to flex their time when possible to minimize overtime as a result of
work travel.

To the extent that applicable state law provides greater benefits, state law applies.

(See POL 402 Travel and Travel Reimbursement Policy for details.)

2-9 Safe Harbor Policy for Exempt Employees

It is MTA’s policy and practice to accurately compensate employees and to do so in compliance with
all applicable state and federal laws. To ensure proper payment and that no improper deductions are
made, employees must review pay stubs promptly to identify and report all errors.

Employees classified as exempt salaried employees will receive a salary which is intended to
compensate them for all hours they may work for MTA. This salary will be established at the time of
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hire or classification as an exempt employee. While it may be subject to review and modification from
time to time, such as during salary review times, the salary will be a predetermined amount that will
not be subject to deductions for variations in the quantity or quality of the work performed.

Under federal and state law, salary is subject to certain deductions. For example, unless state law
requires otherwise, salary can be reduced for the following reasons:

e absences for personal reasons exceeding 4 hours in the day;

e absences for sickness or disability exceeding 4 hours in the day;

e full-day disciplinary suspensions for infractions of our written policies and procedures;

e medical leave absences (either full- or partial-day absences);

e to offset amounts received as payment from the court for jury and witness fees or from the
military as military pay;

o the first or last week of employment in the event the employee works less than a full week;
and

e any full work week in which the employee does not perform any work.

Salary may also be reduced for certain types of deductions such as a portion of health, dental or vision
premiums; state, federal or local taxes; and/or social security.

In any work week in which the employee performed any work, salary will not be reduced for any of the
following reasons:

e partial day absences less than 4 hours for personal reasons, sickness or disability;

e an absence because the employer has decided to close a facility on a scheduled work day;

e absences for jury duty, attendance as a witness, or military leave in any week in which the
employee performed any work (subject to any offsets as set forth above); and

e any other deductions prohibited by state or federal law.

However, unless state law provides otherwise, deductions may be made to accrued leave for full- or
partial-day absences for personal reasons, sickness, or disability.

If the employee believes he or she has been subject to any improper deductions, the employee should
immediately report the matter to a supervisor. If the supervisor is unavailable or if the employee believes
it would be inappropriate to contact that person (or if the employee has not received a prompt and fully
acceptable reply), he or she should immediately contact the Human Resources Manager or any other
supervisor in MTA with whom the employee feels comfortable. No employee will be subjected to
retaliation for raising a concern about an improper pay deduction.

2-10 Veteran’s Preference

Veterans will be given preference in the selection process for filling vacant positions, in compliance
with state law (RCW 41.04.005, 41.04.010 and 73.16.010). To claim Veteran's Preference, applicants
must complete a Veteran's Preference Declaration.
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2-11 Your Paycheck
The employee will be paid bi-weekly for all time worked during the past pay period.

Payroll stubs itemize deductions made from gross earnings. By law, MTA is required to make
deductions for Social Security, federal income tax and any other appropriate taxes or deductions. These
required deductions also may include any court-ordered garnishments. Payroll stubs also will
differentiate between regular pay received and overtime pay received for non-exempt employees.

If there is an error in an employee's pay, the employee should bring the matter to the attention of the
Human Resources Department immediately.

2-12 Direct Deposit

MTA pays employees through the use of direct deposit. Authorization forms are available within
Paylocity. Employees may opt to receive a check instead of direct deposit.

2-13 Salary Advances

MTA does not permit advances on paychecks or against accrued paid time off.

2-14 Performance Review

MTA endeavors to review performance annually. However, a positive performance evaluation does not
guarantee an increase in salary, a promotion or continued employment. Compensation increases and the
terms and conditions of employment, including job assignments, transfers, promotions and demotions
are determined by and at the discretion of management and respective collective bargaining agreements.

In addition to these formal performance evaluations, MTA encourages employees and supervisors to
discuss job performance on a frequent and ongoing basis.

2-15 Job Postings

MTA is dedicated to assisting employees in managing their careers and reaching their professional goals
through promotion and transfer opportunities. This policy outlines the on-line job posting program
which is in place for all employees. To be eligible to apply for an open position, employees must meet
several requirements:

Should be a current, regular, full-time, or part-time employee;

Been in your current position for at least three months;

Maintain a performance rating of satisfactory or above;

Maintain an exemplary safety record;

Should not be on an employee conduct/performance-related probation or warning;
Must meet the job qualifications listed on the job posting; and
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e Required to provide the employee’s manager with notice prior to applying for the position.

If the employee finds a position of interest on the job posting website and meets the eligibility
requirements, they are encouraged to apply in order to be considered for the position. MTA will post
all vacancies, job openings and new classifications, and the postings shall remain open for five (5) days.
The notice shall state the number of jobs to be filled, the rate of pay for each job to be filled and a job
description, including the work required and minimum qualifications. MTA reserves the right to seek
applicants solely from outside sources or to post positions internally and externally simultaneously if
the vacant position is at the lowest classification level, or on approval of the General Manager where
there is a need to fill the position without delay.

For more specific information about the program, refer to the appropriate collective bargaining
agreement or contact the Human Resources Manager.

2-16 Transfer/Promotion

An employee may apply and be selected for another position in MTA. The employee may be hired at
the new salary range, depending on qualifications for the position.

2-17 Voluntary Reduction

A regularly appointed employee may reduce or be reduced to a vacant position in a lower classification
for his or her personal reasons or for reasons of organizational change, reduction in force, disability
accommodation, or because of poor job match or work performance, upon approval of the General
Manager. No selection process is required; however, the employee must be able to demonstrate that he
or she meets the minimum qualifications for the lower classification. An employee so reduced must
successfully complete the probation review period if he or she has not successfully completed an initial
probation review period.

2-18 Reclassification

Reclassification is a change in salary range and/or exempt status for a specific position as a result of a
significant increase or decrease in the level of responsibilities, tasks, duties and/or skills required in the
current position. A reclassification is not appropriate for a change in volume of work at the current level
of responsibility.

When the duties of a position materially change, an employee may request a reclassification study with
the approval of his/her team manager. Human Resources will provide a Position Description
Questionnaire for the employee to complete and review with the team manager. The team manager will
forward the completed and approved questionnaire to the Human Resources Manager recommending a
reclassification study. The Human Resources Manager will conduct a review of the position. Together
the team manager and Human Resources Manager will make a determination if the position should or
should not be reclassified and will provide written notification to the employee of the reclassification
decision.
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If the employee disagrees with the reclassification decision, the employee should discuss the outcome
with their team manager and Human Resources Manager. If, after that discussion, the employee would
still like to appeal the original decision, the appeal request, with written reasons for disagreement, may
be submitted to the General Manager within thirty days of receiving written notification of the
reclassification decision. Request for reclassifications are accepted only in the fall of each year. The
MTA Board makes final approval with budget adoption in their December board meeting. All
reclassifications become effective the first of the year following budget approval.

If a position is reclassified, the incumbent will move to the new range that exceeds his/her current
salary.

A reclassification resulting in placement in a lower salary range is not considered a demotion. If an
employee’s salary is higher than the top of the new range, the employee's current salary will be
maintained until the reassigned salary range has met or exceeded the previous salary.

2-19 Interim or Temporary Appointments for Exempt Positions
An employee may be temporarily assigned to another MTA position for reasons such as:

Temporary staffing for a new program;
Replacement of injured worker;

Leave replacement; or

To meet the business needs of MTA.

Where a position will be unattended for a significant period of time (generally more than more than 30
days), an interim or temporary appointment may be made. The team manager via a Personnel Action
Request form (PAR) must authorize any interim/temporary appointment in advance, reflecting the
assignment and salary change.

If an employee is temporarily appointed for more than 30 days, the employee’s salary will be
temporarily changed for the duration of the appointment. The salary for the interim/temporary
appointment will exceed the employee’s current salary by 5%.

2-20 Mandatory Acting Appointments

Unlike other positions at MTA, the General Manager and Clerk of the Board positions cannot be vacant
for more than one workday. Following a one-day absence in either position, a temporary appointment
will be made to cover subsequent absences for reasons such as:

e The statutory requirement of MTA to have an active Clerk of the Board at meetings of the MTA
Board,;

e Leave replacements; or

e To meet the business needs of MTA.
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The General Manager will authorize the Acting Clerk of the Board assignment, as well as the Acting
General Manager assignment. If the General Manager is unable to authorize the Acting Clerk of the
Board and Acting General Manager assignment, the Board will appoint the Acting representatives.

If the mandatory acting appointment is longer than 30 days, the employee’s salary will be temporarily
changed for the duration of the appointment. The salary for the mandatory acting appointment will
exceed the employee’s current salary by 5%.

Section 3 - Benefits

3-1 Benefits Overview

In addition to good working conditions and competitive pay, it is MTA’s policy to provide a
combination of supplemental benefits to all eligible employees. In keeping with this goal, each benefit
program has been carefully devised. These benefits include time-off benefits, such as vacations and
holidays, and insurance and other plan benefits. We are constantly studying and evaluating our benefits
programs and policies to better meet present and future requirements. These policies have been
developed over the years and continue to be refined to keep up with changing times and needs.

The next few pages contain a brief outline of the benefits programs MTA provides employees and their
families. Of course, the information presented here is intended to serve only as guidelines. The details
of those plans are spelled out in the official plan documents, which are available for review upon request
from the Human Resources Manager. Additionally, the provisions of the plans, including eligibility and
benefits provisions, are summarized in the summary plan descriptions (“SPDs”) for the plans (which
may be revised from time to time). In the determination of benefits and all other matters under each
plan, the terms of the official plan documents shall govern over the language of any descriptions of the
plans, including the SPDs and this handbook.

Further, MTA (including the officers and administrators who are responsible for administering the
plans) retains full discretionary authority to interpret the terms of the plans, as well as full discretionary
authority with regard to administrative matters arising in connection with the plans and all issues
concerning benefit terms, eligibility and entitlement.

While MTA intends to maintain these employee benefits, it reserves the absolute right to modify, amend
or terminate these benefits at any time and for any reason, subject to any collective bargaining
obligations.

If employees have any questions regarding benefits, they should contact the Human Resources
Manager, or refer to their current collective bargaining agreement.

3-2 Paid Holidays

The holiday schedule with specific dates is posted each year on the annual calendar. When a holiday
falls on a Saturday, it will be observed on the preceding Friday. When the holiday falls on a Sunday, it
will be observed on the following Monday. Public Service may run on some holidays or observed
holidays. Regular Full-Time, Regular Part-Time and Full-Time Worker Driver employees will be paid
for the following holidays:
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New Year’s Day
Martin Luther King, Jr. Day
President’s Day
Memorial Day
Juneteenth
Independence Day
Labor Day
Veterans’ Day
Thanksgiving Day
Day after Thanksgiving
Christmas Day

Back-up Worker Drivers must work the entire pay period to be eligible, regardless if they work for
multiple drivers or the same one.

When holidays fall or are celebrated on a regular work day, eligible Regular Full-Time employees will
receive eight (8) hours of holiday pay at their regular straight-time rate, eligible Regular Part-Time
employees will receive four (4) hours of holiday pay at their straight-time rate, and Full-Time Worker
Drivers will receive holiday pay for shift hours. All eligible employees who work on a holiday will
receive holiday pay and hours worked at their regular straight-time rate.

If a holiday falls within an eligible employee’s approved vacation period, the eligible employee will be
paid for the holiday (at the regular straight-time rate) in addition to the vacation day, or the eligible
employee may reduce their vacation request by one day to allow for compensation of the holiday pay.

If a holiday falls within a jury duty or bereavement leave, the eligible employee will be paid for the
holiday (at the regular straight-time rate) in addition to the leave day, or the eligible employee may
reduce their vacation request by one day to allow for compensation of the holiday pay.

To be eligible for observed holiday pay, employees must be in a full paid status on the employee’s
regularly scheduled workday both prior to and following the holiday. If an employee takes a sick day
on their scheduled workday both before and after the holiday, the employer may require a doctor’s
certificate prior to paying the holiday pay.

Holiday hours are not counted as hours worked when calculating overtime for the week.

3-3 Paid Vacations

MTA appreciates how hard employees work and recognizes the importance of providing time for rest
and relaxation. MTA encourages employees to get this rest by taking vacation time. Regular Full-time
employees accrue paid vacation time as follows:

| # of Months \ Hours Accrued/Pay Period
| 0-12 | 3.69
| 13-24 ] 4.00
| 25-60 ! 4.30
| 61-120 y 553
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| 121+ | 7.38

Regular Part-Time employees accrue paid vacation time as follows:

| # of Months | % Accrued/Pay Period
| 0-12 | 5.1%
| 13-24 | 5.5%
| 25-60 | 5.9%
| 61-120 | 7.6%
| 121+ | 10.2%

Regular Part-Time employees accrue paid vacation based on the number of worked hours in a pay
period.

Worker Driver, On-Call, Interns and Temporary positions are not eligible to receive paid vacation.

Vacation leave begins accruing upon hire and becomes available for use after completing six months
of employment. A maximum of 240 hours roll over each calendar year, any vacation hours accrued
over that maximum is forfeited. Vacation is paid out at 100% up to that 240 hours when an employee
leaves MTA.

Use of vacation leave must be approved in advance by a manager/supervisor. Vacations shall initially
be scheduled according to seniority, then on a first-come, first-served basis.

MTA shall have the right to establish a vacation schedule establishing the number of employees allowed
vacation on given dates and/or shifts.

See applicable collective bargaining agreement for additional details regarding the vacation bidding
process.

3-4 Paid Personal Days

Regular Full-time employees are eligible to receive up to sixteen (16) hours of personal leave per
calendar year. During the calendar year in which a full-time employee is first hired, those full-time
employees hired after June 30 will be eligible to receive eight (8) personal leave hours.

Manager’s personal days are determined on a pro-rata basis with the Board’s approval of the Non-Rep
Compensation Plan each year.

Part-time employees are eligible to receive up to eight (8) personal leave hours per calendar year.
During the calendar year in which a part-time employee is first hired, those part-time employees hired
after June 30 will be eligible to receive four (4) hours personal leave.
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Full-time Worker/Drivers are eligible to receive up to twenty-five (25) hours personal leave per calendar
year. During the calendar year in which a full-time Worker/Driver is first hired, those full-time drivers
hired after June 30 will be eligible to receive twelve and a half (12.5) personal leave hours. Back-up
Worker/Drivers are not eligible for personal leave.

Earned, unused personal hours are forfeited at the end of the calendar year and are not paid out at
separation. Personal hours are replenished during the processing of the first payroll each year.

Full-Time employees must use personal leave in eight (8) hour increments. Part-Time employees must
use personal leave in four (4) hour increments. Worker/Drivers must use personal leave in five (5) hour
increments.

Personal days must be scheduled in advance. Management reserves the right in its sole discretion to
deny any requests based on seniority or agency service needs.

3-5 WA Paid Sick Leave

MTA provides Washington Paid Sick Leave to all employees to use for qualifying reasons according
to RCW 49.46.200.

(See POL-309 WA Paid Sick Leave Policy for details.)

3-6 MTA Sick Leave

In addition to Washington Paid Sick Leave, full-time employees are eligible to receive up to 44 hours
of MTA sick leave at the rate of 1.69 hours per bi-weekly pay period each year.

(See POL-310 MTA Sick Leave Policy for details.)

3-7 Washington Family Care Act

Consistent with the Washington Family Care Act, employees may use their choice of any accrued leave
(e.g., vacation, sick leave, personal leave) that they have available for their own use in order to care for
their child, spouse, registered domestic partner, parent, parent-in-law or grandparent.

An employee may use available paid time off to care for his/her child where the child has a health
condition requiring treatment or supervision, or where the child needs preventive care (such as medical,
dental, optical or immunization services).

An employee may use available paid time off when a spouse, registered domestic partner, parent,
parent-in-law, or grandparent has a “serious or emergency health condition,” which are conditions:

e Requiring an overnight stay in a hospital or other medical-care facility;

e Resulting in a period of incapacity or treatment or recovery following inpatient care;

e Involving continuing treatment under the care of a health care services provider that includes
any period of incapacity to work or attend to regular daily activities; or

27

MTA Reg. Board meeting
March 17, 2026
Page 103



e Involving an emergency (i.e., demanding immediate action).

Employees are required to notify their supervisor of the need to take time off to care for a family member
as soon as the need for leave becomes known. MTA reserves the right to require verification or
documentation confirming a family member’s health condition when available leave is used to care for
that family member; provided, that if the employee elects to use Washington paid sick leave,
verification procedures described in the WA paid sick leave policy will be applied.

3-8 Workers’ Compensation

All employees are covered for on-the-job injuries or illnesses through Washington State’s worker's
compensation insurance, administered by the Department of Labor and Industries (L&I)
http://www.Ini.wa.gov/default.asp. This state insurance program is designed to cover employees’
medical costs and provide compensation for work time lost resulting from on-the-job accidents and
injuries. Long-term remedies, such as vocational rehabilitation or cash settlements, are also possible.
Entitlement to all such benefits will be determined by L&I.

Employees will receive regular pay for the day the injury occurred if they seek medical treatment at the
time of injury. For example, an employee who normally works 8:00 AM to 5:00 PM, with an hour for
lunch, is injured at 2:00 PM and goes to the doctor. Despite working only five hours, the employee will
be paid for eight hours.

L&I provides time-loss payments, at a percentage of regular salary, for time off work from the date of
injury until the employee returns to work, if the employee is off work for 7 consecutive days or more.
If the employee returns to work prior to the 7thth day following the injury, L&I pays time-loss from the
fourth day until the employee returns to work. The employee will use sick leave to cover those first
three days off work. If no sick leave is available, the employee will be on leave without pay, vacation
or personal leave for those days.

Employees may also use sick leave or vacation leave to make up the difference between the amount
paid for time-loss and regular pay.

Employees may be eligible for transitional modified duty work as part of L & I’s Stay at Work program.

L&I does pay approved medical costs resulting from an on-the-job injury or illness, even if the
employee does not miss work.

(See POL-601 Providing Workers’ Compensation and Transitional Work Assignments Policy for
details.)

3-9 Jury Duty

MTA realizes that it is the obligation of all U.S. citizens to serve on a jury when summoned to do so.
All employees will be allowed time off to perform such civic service as required by law. Employees
are expected, however, to provide proper notice of a request to perform jury duty and verification of
their service.
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Employees also are expected to keep management informed of the expected length of jury duty service
and to report to work for the major portion of the day if excused by the court. If the required absence
presents a serious conflict for management, employees may be asked to try to postpone jury duty. When
an employee is excused from jury duty prior to the end of the workday, the employee is required to
report back to work or check in with their supervisor.

Regular full-time employees will be paid their regular salary/wages for any period of service required
as a juror that occurs during the employee’s scheduled workday. MTA is not obligated to pay an
employee for jury duty outside of an employee’s scheduled work hours. Travel time to and from jury
duty is not paid time. If an employee is scheduled to perform jury duty outside their normally scheduled
shift, the employee may make arrangements to flex their shift, subject to approval by their manager.
Employees will be reimbursed the difference between the daily jury stipend and their regular rate of
pay. Employees are entitled to retain any expense payment.

3-10 Bereavement Leave

The death of a family member is a time when employees wish to be with their families. For the purposes
of this policy, immediate family includes a spouse, domestic partner, child, parent, sibling, stepparents,
stepchildren, stepsiblings, grandparents, grandchildren, parents-in-law, son or daughter-in-law and
brothers or sisters-in-law. Regular full-time employees are allowed a maximum of three 8-hour days
(24 hours) of paid leave for the loss of an immediate family member when absent on regularly scheduled
workdays, following the day of death. Regular part-time employees are allowed a maximum of three
4-hour days (12 hours). Employees must inform their supervisor prior to commencing bereavement
leave. In administering this policy, MTA may require verification of death. Bereavement days expire if
not used within 6 months unless special accommodation is given.

(Represented employees should refer to their respective collective bargaining agreements.)

3-11 Voting Leave

MTA encourages each employee to exercise the right to vote. Washington State uses a vote by mail
system, therefore in most situations, employees should be able to vote before or after work or by mail
ballot. If this is not possible, employees may take up to two hours, with pay, to vote. This time must be
requested in advance, and employees are generally expected to take the time off at the beginning or the
end of the workday or whenever is most convenient for the agency.

3-12 Insurance Programs

MTA provides a package of healthcare benefits, including medical, dental, vision, life, long-term
disability and employee assistance programs. Medical and other insurance benefits begin on the first
day of the first month following date of hire or status change. For eligible employees who qualify for
and choose to purchase insurance coverage through MTA for themselves and/or their family, the
employee’s contribution will be deducted from the employee’s paycheck. MTA will deduct the
premiums from the first two pay periods of the month. For those months with three pay periods, the
third pay period will not have premiums deducted.
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In addition to the general information provided below, the most recent and specific details of each plan
are available from Human Resources. MTA reserves the right to change or discontinue any of these

benefits at any time. The current benefit plan documents supersede any information provided in this
handbook.

The General Manager may evaluate requests to extend healthcare benefits beyond an employee’s
termination date or in cases where an employee reduces hours due to a disability. Details of the amount
and duration of any extension will be determined on a case-by-case basis.

Medical Insurance

MTA provides subsidized medical insurance for eligible employees and their dependents. Employees
will be provided with the current available choices of medical carriers. The General Manager evaluates
requests to extend full-time benefits for certain positions when hours in that position have been reduced
for business reasons from regular full-time hours to regular part-time hours.

Dental Insurance

MTA provides subsidized dental insurance for eligible employees and their dependents. Employees will
be provided with the current available choices of dental carriers.

Life Insurance

MTA provides a flat amount $48,000 subsidized life insurance with an additional $1,000 basic
dependent life insurance.. See Schedule of Insurance for details.

3-13 Long-Term Disability Benefits

MTA offers Long-Term Disability (LTD) Insurance to help protect a certain level of income in the
event an employee cannot work because of a covered illness or injury. Refer to the plan guide for
details.

3-14 Salary Continuation

MTA provides access to employee-paid AFLAC policies which can provide a source of income when
accidents, sickness, cancer, or disability affects you or your family. Available as a payroll deduction,
most AFLAC policies can be pre-taxed and will not affect nor interfere with your core insurance
coverage.

3-15 Employee Assistance Program

MTA provides access to EAP to all employees and their dependents. The EAP provides confidential
help to resolve a variety of issues, including physical or mental illness, substance use/abuse, legal,
financial or other personal problems. Employees are encouraged to contact the EAP before a personal
problem affects work performance. To proactively address performance issues, team managers may
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advise employees to contact the EAP. The phone number to schedule appointments is the same number
as the 24-hour Crisis Services (800) 570-9315.

Team managers will not consider an employee’s decision to interact or not to interact with the EAP
when taking any disciplinary action.

3-16 Retirement Plan

There is no mandatory retirement age for MTA employees. MTA requests that an employee who plans
to retire provide written notice of retirement to his/her team manager at least two weeks prior to
retirement date. The employee’s team manager is responsible for notifying the Human Resources
Manager, who is responsible for reporting the employee’s separation date to the Washington State
Department of Retirement Systems.

To obtain retirement benefit information, employees must contact the Washington State Department of
Retirement Systems (DRS) office in Olympia. This should be done at least 90 days in advance of the
anticipated date of retirement. The employee’s social security number should be included on all
correspondence. PERS retirees considering re-employment by MTA or any employer covered by one
of the Washington State retirement systems should be aware that returning to work may affect their
retirement benefits. Please contact the Department of Retirement Systems (DRS) prior to returning to
work to discuss the impacts.

PERS CONTACT INFORMATION

Mailing:

WA State Department of Retirement Systems
PERS

PO Box 48380

Olympia, WA 98504-8380

Web site: http://www.drs.wa.gov/

Phone Information:

(360) 664-7000
1-800-547-6657
TDD: (360) 586-5450

3-17 Education Assistance Program

MTA supports employees who wish to continue their education to secure increased responsibility and
growth within their professional careers. In keeping with this philosophy, the agency has established a
reimbursement program for expenses incurred through approved institutions of learning. If you are a
full-time regular employee and have completed one year of service, you are eligible for participation in
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this program so long as the courses provide additional education to increase the competence in the
employee’s present job and to prepare for advancement in MTA.

(See Policy 303 - Educational Assistance Program Policy.)

3-18 Extended Medical Benefits - COBRA

In compliance with the Consolidated Omnibus Budget Reconciliation Act (COBRA)
http://www.dol.gov/ebsa/, MTA offers continuing healthcare benefits to employees and their covered
dependents who have lost insurance due to termination of employment, a reduction in work hours,
resignation, retirement or death. Except in instances where termination is due to gross misconduct,
employees and their covered dependents may continue coverage for a specified period of time at their
own expense plus a 2% administration fee. Terminating employees should contact Human Resources
for information on continuing group health benefits.

3-19 Vacation Payout

All accrued, unused Vacation Leave up to 240 hours will be paid upon resignation, termination or
retirement, when an employee leaves MTA except as noted below. To be eligible for Vacation Payout
employees must have satisfactorily completed probation. An employee who is discharged for
misconduct or resigns in lieu of discharge for misconduct, will not be paid for any accrued but unused
vacation. Vacation payout will be paid out in the payroll following the last payroll worked. Vacation
payout will be made once confirmation that all agency property has been returned.

Additionally, employees who have successfully completed probation may choose to cash out accrued
vacation leave one time each calendar year. After November 1 of each year, staff may submit a request
in writing to Human Resources to cash out a maximum of sixty (60) accrued hours of vacation leave to
be paid out on the 1st payday of December. Requests for vacation cashout will not be taken after
November 25th to ensure a timely payroll processing. To be eligible to cash out vacation, the employee
must have used a total of eighty (80) hours of vacation in the prior year.

(Represented employees should refer to their respective collective bargaining agreements.)

3-20 Sick Leave Payout

Employees who have accrued at least four hundred eighty (480) hours of MTASL as of December 1 of
each year may elect to exchange any number of hours so long as the balance remains at or above four
hundred eighty (480), for a fractional payout on the following pay period at an exchange of one hour’s
pay per two hours accrued leave (1:2).

Upon separation of employment or retirement, under non-disciplinary circumstances and with at least
five (5) years of employment with MTA, the employee shall be paid for all accumulated MTA sick
leave up to nine hundred sixty (960) hours at the following rates of pay per accrued hours:
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Accrued Sick Leave Cash Out Rate

0 — 480 hours 1:3 hours
481 — 960 hours 1:2 hours

3-21 Observance of Religious Holidays

If an employee’s religious beliefs require observance of a holiday not included in the observed holiday
schedule, or if the employee desires leave for a reason of faith or conscience or an organized activity
conducted under the auspices of a religious denomination, church or religious organization, the
employee may request the day off using accrued leave or leave without pay. The employee is entitled
to a maximum of two (2) unpaid religious leave days in a calendar year. Requests must be submitted
for approval at least two (2) weeks prior to the requested day. The Department Manager will evaluate
whether the employee’s absence will cause an undue hardship to Mason Transit.

3-22 Uniforms

MTA non-represented staff are not required to wear uniforms but are expected to dress professionally
in business casual attire, as appropriate, or in MTA branded items for the day. MTA will provide
branded MTA work clothing to non-represented employees as appropriate for their department via our
uniform vendor. Each department manager in Operations, Maintenance, and Administration shall work
with the General Manager to budget an annual amount for their non-represented staff each year. Below
are the allowable items and allotments established for each department:

Operations Supervisors, and Safety/Training Supervisors: Annual maximum uniform allowance of
$200 per person per year. This position receives eligible reimbursement for time pieces up to $40 every
two calendar years and reimbursement for shoes up to $130 every calendar year.

Operations Manager, Outreach Coordinator, Dispatcher/Scheduler: Annual maximum uniform
allowance of $200 per person per year.

Maintenance Lead: Annual maximum uniform allowance of $200 per calendar year and boot allowance
up to $250 per calendar year.

Administrative staff: Annual maximum uniform allowance of $112 per person per year.

MTA shall reimburse staff through the next payroll following proof of purchase submittal to payroll.
All documents shall be submitted to the payroll department by December 10 each year in order to be
processed by the end of the year.

(Represented employees should refer to their respective collective bargaining agreements.)
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Section 4 - Leaves of Absence

4-1 Family and Medical Leave Act
Statement of Policy

The federal Family and Medical Leave Act (FMLA) provides eligible employees up to 12 workweeks
of unpaid job protected leave per 12-month period for any one or more of the reasons listed below.

e The employees’ own serious health condition that makes the employee unable to perform one
or more of the essential functions of his/her position; or

e The physical or psychological care for a serious medical condition of an immediate family
member (spouse, child, parent) of the employee; or

e The birth and care of a newborn child or the placement of a child with the employee for adoption
or foster care (leave for this reason must be taken within the 12-month period following the
child’s birth or placement); or

e For a “qualifying exigency” arising out of the fact that the employee’s spouse, son, daughter, or
parent is a covered military member (including those in the regular Armed forces, the National
Guard or the Reserves) who is on active duty in, or has been notified of an impending call to
deployment with the Armed Forces to, a foreign country. Qualifying exigencies are generally
activities related to the active duty or call to duty, including attending certain military events,
arranging for alternative childcare, addressing certain financial and legal arrangements,
attending certain counseling sessions, and attending post-deployment reintegration briefings.

An eligible employee may also take up to 26 weeks of leave during a single 12-month period to care
for an injured service member who is the employee’s spouse, parent, child or next of kin (referred to as
“military caregiver” leave). The combined total of leave for all purposes described in this policy may
not exceed 26 weeks in the applicable leave year.

When an employee is disabled during pregnancy or following childbirth, she is entitled to unpaid
pregnancy disability leave under state law, regardless of FMLA eligibility. She may also be eligible
for additional leave under the Washington State Paid Family Medical Leave Act (PFML).

All FMLA leave will be administered in accordance with the federal statute and FMLA regulations. To
the extent a particular mandatory FMLA eligibility, certification or other issue is not specifically
addressed in this policy, MTA will follow the law and regulations.

12-Month Period — MTA uses the rolling calendar year method. This means that the amount of FMLA
leave an employee is entitled to is calculated by looking at the previous 12-month period measured
backward from the date the first day of FMLA leave is taken. The only exception is for military
caregiver leave, in which the 12-month period begins on the first day the employee takes military
caregiver leave.

Spouses — If both spouses work for MTA, their combined leave in any 12-month period will be limited
to a total of 12 work weeks if the leave is taken for either the birth or placement for adoption or foster
care of a child or to care for a sick parent. If either spouse uses FMLA leave for his or her own serious
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medical condition, each spouse remains eligible for the remainder of his or her 12 workweeks,
excluding time taken to care for a family member or birth/placement of a child.

Child — means a child either under 18 years of age or 18 years of age or older who is incapable of self-
care because of a mental or physical disability. An employee's “child” is one for whom the employee
has actual day-to-day responsibility for care and includes a biological, adopted, foster or stepchild.

Parent — means a biological parent or an individual who stands or stood in loco parentis to an employee
when the employee was a child. This does not include in-laws.

Covered service member — for purposes of military caregiver leave, refers to a current member of the
Armed Forces, including National Guard or Reserve members, who has a serious injury or illness
incurred or aggravated in the line of duty on active duty that may render the service member medically
unfit to perform his or her duties for which the service member is undergoing medical treatment,
recuperation or therapy; or is in outpatient status; or is on the temporary disability retired list. Covered
service member also includes a veteran who is undergoing medical treatment, recuperation or therapy
for a serious injury or illness incurred or aggravated in the line of active duty if the veteran was a
member of the armed forces at any time during the period of five (5) years preceding the date on which
the veteran undergoes that medical treatment, recuperation or therapy.

Serious Health Condition — means an illness, injury, impairment, or a physical or mental condition that
involves:

e Inpatient care; or

e Any period of incapacity of more than three calendar days that involves continuing treatment
by a health care provider, or

e Continuing treatment by a health care provider for a chronic or long-term health condition that
is incurable or which, if left untreated, would likely result in a period of incapacity of more than
three calendar days; or

e Prenatal care by a health-care provider, or any period of incapacity due to pregnancy.

Continuing Treatment — means

e Two or more treatments by a health care practitioner on referral from or under the direction of,
a health care provider; or

e A single visit to a health care provider that results in a regimen of continuing treatment, such as
treatment for cancer, diabetes, kidney disease, heart disease, stroke, severe respiratory illness or
pregnancy, for example. A regimen that includes taking over-the-counter medications, bed rest,
drinking fluids, exercises and other similar activities do not constitute a regimen of continuing
treatment; or

e In the case of a serious long-term or chronic condition or disability that cannot be cured, being
under the continuing supervision of, but not necessarily being actively treated by, a health care
provider.

Health Care Provider — defined as licensed Doctor of Medicine or osteopathy, podiatrists, clinical
psychologists, optometrists, and chiropractors (only when providing manual manipulation of the spine
to treat certain demonstrated maladies). Nurse midwives and nurse practitioners, any health care
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provider who is listed on the employer’s group health plan and registered Christian Science practitioners
are also recognized.

Coverage and Eligibility

To be eligible for FMLA leave, the employee must have worked for MTA for at least 12 months (not
necessarily consecutively) and have worked at least 1,250 hours over the previous 12-month period.

Intermittent or Reduced Leave

An employee may take leave intermittently, in separate blocks of time ranging from thirty minutes to
several weeks, or on a reduced leave schedule to care for an immediate family member with a serious
health condition or because of a serious health condition of the employee when “medically necessary”.
Intermittent or reduced schedule leave may also be taken for qualifying military exigencies.

Reduced schedule leave and intermittent leave for personal medical leave is limited to times which are
scheduled for treatment, recovery from treatment or illness, and for periods of disability due to a chronic
health condition, including psychological care when such care would benefit the patient.

An employee must have prior consent of his or her team manager when intermittent or reduced leave is
taken after the birth or placement of a child for adoption or foster care.

For part-time employees and those who work variable hours, the amount of FMLA time is calculated
on a prorated basis. Part-time employees receive up to 12 of their average workweeks of unpaid leave.
An average of the 12 months prior to the beginning of the leave will be used for calculating the
employee’s normal workweek, if necessary.

If an employee needs leave intermittently or on a reduced leave schedule for planned medical treatment,
then the employee must make a reasonable effort to schedule the treatment so as to not unduly disrupt
MTA’s operations.

Use of Sick Leave on FMLA

Non-represented employees may use accrued sick, vacation, personal leave or take Leave Without Pay
while on FMLA. Represented employees should refer to applicable collective bargaining agreements.
In cases, where the employee is on FMLA and L&I concurrently, the employee may choose to
supplement L&I time-loss payments with sick, vacation and/or personal leave.

Notice Requirement

e When an employee requests a FMLA leave, or when MTA becomes aware that an employee’s
absence may be for a FMLA qualifying reason, MTA will, within five business days, issue the
“Notice of Eligibility and Rights and Responsibilities”, a “Medical Certification” form and the
FMLA policy to the employee. Under extenuating circumstances, the five days may be extended
as per 29 CFR §825.300. The forms will be mailed to the employee’s home if they are still on
leave when the notice is issued.

e When the employee provides information indicating that the leave may be FMLA covered,
MTA will issue the documents requested as listed in the previous paragraph above within five
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business days. The employee may not request FMLA for prior leave periods not certified for the
current absence. The employee must provide the Medical Certification within 15 calendar days
of the date management issued the “Notice of Eligibility and Rights and Responsibilities”,
unless it is not practicable under the particular circumstances to do so despite the employee’s
diligent, good faith efforts. A 16" day will be added if the notice was mailed to the employee’s
home. A reasonable extension of this deadline may be granted provided a request is made prior
to the Medical Certification submission deadline date and Human Resources is kept updated as
to the status of the paperwork.

e Ifaleave is foreseeable, employees are required to give a 30-day notice of their need for leave,
so MTA can arrange proper accommodations. If leave is unforeseeable, notice must be given as
soon as practicable. If an employee is off work due to an L&I injury or is on disability insurance,
his/her leave will be automatically designated as FMLA (if the employee is eligible), whether
or not the employee requests FMLA. Human Resources will advise the employee of this
designation.

e Absent extenuating circumstances, MTA will provide a “Designation Notice” within five
business days of receiving enough information to determine whether the leave is for an FMLA-
qualifying reason. Only one designation notice will be provided for each FMLA-qualifying
reason per 12-month period (for example, a designation notice would be provided upon
certification of a serious health condition, but not each time the employee took intermittent leave
thereafter).

e Ifthere is a dispute as to whether leave qualifies as FMLA leave, MTA and the employee should
attempt to resolve it through documented discussions maintained by MTA (29 CFR §825.301
O).

e Human Resources will maintain central record keeping on FMLA leave. Human Resources will
coordinate the necessary documentation and notify the employee in writing of the FMLA start
dates and the rights employees have under the law.

e No MTA staff may require the employee to provide medical documentation to anyone outside
of Human Resources.

e When an employee turns in a doctor’s note for an absence less than 30 days or a Return-to-Work
form for absences that are 30 or more days to their supervisor or team manager, established
Return to Work policies will prevail at that point.

e If an employee returns to work before the planned return date from the FMLA leave, the
employee must provide at least one working days advance notice.

e Ifan employee does not return to work for medical reasons on the planned return date from the
FMLA leave, the employee will have to provide either an updated “Medical Certification” or a
revised “Return to Work Release” form or doctor’s note, if absence is less than 30 days.

Medical Certification

e For leaves taken because of the employee's or a covered family member's serious health
condition, the employee must submit a completed “Medical Certification” form and return the
certification to Human Resources (a different, non-medical certification form must be submitted
if leave is taken for a “qualifying emergency” arising from a family member’s military service).

e [fMTA finds a medical certification to be incomplete or insufficient, it will advise the employee
in writing what additional information is needed to make the certification complete and
sufficient. An employee will be given ten (10) calendar days to cure the deficiency (unless more
time is needed despite the employee’s diligent and good faith efforts).
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e MTA may take steps to authenticate or clarify a medical certification only in writing with the
medical practitioner who completed the form or his/her staff member, may request periodic
recertification as allowed under federal law, and/or may require (at MTA expense) a second
and/or third opinion. This can be done either by fax or by mail and shall include notice to the
employee that authentication is being sought.

e MTA may seek clarification where information is vague, ambiguous, or non-responsive. To do
so, MTA shall return the medical certification to the employee noting the specific deficiencies.
The employee shall be allowed ten (10) days, unless it is not practicable under the particular
circumstances to do so despite the employee’s diligent, good faith efforts to cure any such
deficiency.

If MTA has reason to doubt the validity of a medical certification, it may request a second or third
opinion at its own expense.

Any such efforts to verify a medical certification to determine the employee’s entitlement to FMLA
leave will comply with the process and limitations set forth in federal FMLA regulations, including but
not limited to restrictions on the health care providers(s) that may be designated to provide second or
third opinions (29 CFR §825.307 — 825.308).

All documentation related to the employee’s or family member’s medical condition will be held in strict
confidence and maintained in Human Resources in files separate from the employee personnel records.

Effects on Benefits

e MTA will continue to pay the employer premiums for any health, dental, vision, and life
insurance at the same level that the employee received prior to going on FMLA while they are
on protected leave, provided the employee pays the employee’s portion of premiums.

e Employees do not accrue vacation or sick leave during any period of LWOP and will not receive

holiday pay while on FMLA or LWOP.
FMLA and L & 1

All consecutive L&I absences of more than 3 days are automatically approved as FMLA if absence
qualifies under FMLA.

All intermittent L&I absences will be approved as FMLA where there is an associated open L&I case
on file with the state.

Time Sheets

All FMLA leave, paid or unpaid, must be identified as such on the employee's time sheets.

4-2 Paid Family and Medical Leave (PFML)

The Washington State Paid Family and Medical Leave (PFML) law (Chapter S0OA RCW) and
supporting regulations establish a program administered by the Washington Employment Security
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Department (ESD) to provide paid leave benefits and job protection to eligible employees who need
leave for certain family and medical reasons.

(See POL-311 - Washington Paid Family and Medical leave for a summary of the PFML program.)

4-3 Leave for Victims of Domestic Violence, Sexual Assault, or Stalking; Safety

Accommodation

If the employee or the employee’s family member is a victim of domestic violence, sexual assault, or
stalking, the employee may be eligible to take reasonable, unpaid time off from work for one or more
of the following reasons:

e seek legal or law enforcement assistance or remedies to ensure the health and safety of the
employee or a family member including, but not limited to, preparing for or participating in
any civil or criminal legal proceeding related to or derived from domestic violence, sexual
assault or stalking;

e seck treatment by a health care provider for physical or mental injuries caused by domestic
violence, sexual assault or stalking, or to attend to health care treatment for a victim who is
a family member;

e obtain or assist a family member in obtaining services from a domestic violence shelter, rape
crisis center or other social services program for relief from domestic violence, sexual
assault or stalking;

e obtain or assist a family member in obtaining mental health counseling related to an incident
of domestic violence, sexual assault, or stalking, in which the employee or family member
was a victim of domestic violence, sexual assault or stalking; or

e participate in safety planning, temporarily or permanently relocate, or take other actions to
increase personal safety or that of family members from future domestic violence, sexual
assault or stalking.

Employees may elect to use any sick leave or other paid time off for leave pursuant to this policy. Leave
may take the form of reasonable unpaid leave from work, intermittent leave or leave on a reduced leave
schedule.

Employees wishing to take leave pursuant to this policy must give advance notice of their intention to
take leave. When advance notice cannot be given because of an emergency or unforeseen circumstance
due to domestic violence, sexual assault or stalking, the employee or a designee must give notice no
later than the end of the first day on which such leave is taken.

Verification of the need for leave may be required.

MTA will also make reasonable safety accommodations for any personnel who are victims of domestic
violence, sexual assault or stalking. Accommodations may include, for example, modification of a
telephone number or email address, modified work schedule or implementation of safety procedures.
If you are a victim in need of safety accommodations, please contact the Human Resources Manager.
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4-4 Pregnancy and Childbirth Leave

Employees are eligible to take unpaid leave for the actual period of time that they are sick or temporarily
disabled because of pregnancy or childbirth.

Any employee wishing to request leave because of a pregnancy-related disability, must supply
appropriate medical certification.

This leave is available regardless of whether the employee qualifies for leave under MTA’s Family &
Medical Leave policy. This leave will run concurrently with FMLA and/or PFML where applicable,
provided that pregnancy/childbirth disability leave may extend beyond FMLA and PFML leaves if the
employee’s disability is ongoing.

During this leave, the employee may use any applicable paid time off benefits that she has available to
cover some or all of the absence and may be eligible for PFML benefits. Otherwise, the leave will be
unpaid. Group health and other benefits will be handled in the same manner as for any other similar
pregnancy or non-pregnancy related absence.

If the employee takes this leave only for the actual period of disability, as certified by her health care
provider, then she ordinarily will be allowed to return from this leave to the same job she held when the
leave began, or to a similar job of at least the same pay. Exceptions to this general rule will be made
only if MTA has a business necessity to do otherwise. See sections 1-5 and 1-6 for more information
on pregnancy or childbirth leave.

4-5 Military Leave

If employees are called into active military service or enlist in the uniformed services, they will be
eligible to receive an unpaid military leave of absence. To be eligible for military leave, employees
must provide management with advance notice of service obligations unless they are prevented from
providing such notice by military necessity or it is otherwise impossible or unreasonable to provide
such notice. Provided the absence does not exceed applicable statutory limitations, employees will
retain reemployment rights and accrue seniority and benefits in accordance with applicable federal and
state laws. Employees should ask management for further information about eligibility for Military
Leave.

If employees are required to attend yearly Reserves or National Guard duty, they can apply for an
unpaid temporary military leave of absence not to exceed the number of days allowed by law (including
travel). They should give management as much advance notice of their need for military leave as
possible so that we can maintain proper coverage while employees are away.

Employees will receive regular pay for the first 21 days of military leave during the twelve-month
period October 1 to September 30. Military leave pay is in addition to any other leave benefits.
Following this paid leave, employees may go on accrued vacation or personal leave for any remaining
commitment.
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4-6 Leave Without Pay (LWOP)

Employees who have exhausted all vacation and personal leave and need additional leave may submit
a written request for a leave of absence without pay for non-medical personal reasons to their supervisor
at least 30 days in advance. Emergency requests may be submitted in writing without advance notice.
The leave request must be dated and signed by the employee, and state the reasons, circumstance,
duration and location of the employee during the leave. MTA is sensitive to employee needs and will
make reasonable attempts to accommodate such requests if they do not disrupt the business operations
of the agency. Any employee who fails to report promptly for work at the expiration of a leave of
absence; accepts other employment during the leave; or applies for unemployment insurance while on
leave, will be considered to have voluntarily resigned.

Employees who have exhausted all PFML or FMLA protected leave for a medically related absence
and are unable to return to work, may submit a written request to HR for an accommodation, see also
section 1-5 above, under the American Disabilities Act (ADA & ADAA). The interactive process
between the employee’s healthcare provider and HR will be required and supported by the completion
of a Health Care Certification that outlines the accommodation requested including the additional length
of time needed for consideration of the accommodation’s impact on MTA business needs.

When an MTA employee is on paid leave (i.e., is drawing on accrued leave to receive pay during a
leave) MTA will continue to pay insurance premiums, less employee contributions.

Employees who exhaust all paid leave must request LWOP. Employees on approved LWOP, for an
entire pay period, will not accrue paid time off and will not be paid for holidays. Employees on LWOP
must work at least 50% of the working days of the pay period in order to accrue leave and holidays. An
employee on unpaid leave of absence for more than 30 consecutive days will be offered COBRA
continuation of benefits through self-paid premiums.

Worker/Drivers may elect to be in LWOP upon approval from their supervisor. Worker Drivers will not
accrue benefits while on LWOP.

4-7 Return to Work Policy

When an employee returns to work from a medical leave of more than three consecutive calendar days,
MTA addresses safety, medical, and liability concerns by reserving the right to require that employees
be evaluated by a qualified medical provider to verify the employee’s ability to work.

Various state and federal laws, such as the Family and Medical Leave Act of 1993 (FMLA) and the
Americans with Disabilities Act of 1990 (ADA), contain requirements governing many aspects of the
return to work process, confidentiality in medical records, and the sharing of medical information. In
compliance with these laws and regulations, we maintain the confidentiality of medical information
required to make the determination that an employee is ready to return to work, except as necessary to
facilitate the return-to-work process.

Return to Work Procedure

In some cases, prior to returning to work, an employee must turn into their supervisor or team manager
a Return to Work Release form (RTW), completed by the treating healthcare provider(s). In order to
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balance the legal constraints with practical considerations and to allow team managers to safely return
employees to work, the team manager will work with Human Resources to review the form for
completeness, clarity, and applicable restrictions and determine the employee’s employment status. In
most cases, this will be the date of release and any necessary accommodations and/or restrictions.

At the discretion of a team manager and/or the Human Resources Manager, employees may be required
to successfully complete job specific assessments, including, but not limited to, a vehicle orientation
and driving refresher, drug test, and/or Functional Assessment, in addition to submitting a complete
RTW, prior to starting work. At the suggestion of the healthcare provider or the discretion of the team
manager and/or Human Resources Manager, employees may also be required to go through
individualized transitional work program before returning to full duty.

“Return to Work Release forms” are available from Human Resources, supervisor, or team manager.
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Section 5 - General Standards of Conduct

5-1 Workplace Conduct

MTA endeavors to maintain a positive work environment. Each employee plays a role in fostering this
environment. Accordingly, we all must abide by certain rules of conduct, based on honesty, integrity
and respect.

Because everyone may not have the same idea about proper workplace conduct, it is helpful to adopt
and enforce rules all can follow. Unacceptable conduct may subject the offender to disciplinary action,
up to and including discharge. The following are examples and not an exhaustive list of conduct which
can be considered unacceptable:

Obtaining employment on the basis of false or misleading information.

Stealing, removing, or defacing MTA property or a co-worker's property,

Disclosure of confidential information.

Completing another employee's time records. Exception, a Supervisor/Manager in an

employee’s absence for the purposes of completing payroll.

Violation of safety rules and policies.

Violation of traffic laws.

Violation of MTA's Drug and Alcohol-Free Workplace Policy.

Fighting, threatening or disrupting the work of others or other violations of MTA’s

Workplace Violence Policy.

Failure to perform assigned job duties.

10. Violation of the Punctuality and Attendance Policy, including but not limited to irregular
attendance, habitual lateness or unexcused absences.

11. Gambling on MTA property.

12. Willful or careless destruction or damage to MTA assets or to the equipment or possessions
of another employee.

13. Wasting work materials.

14. Performing work of a personal nature during working time.

15. Violation of the Solicitation and Distribution. (See Section 5-9 below.)

16. Violation of MTA’s Harassment or Equal Employment Opportunity Policies.

17. Violation of Information Technology policies.

18. Unsatisfactory job performance.

19. Any other violation of MTA policy.

e A e

©

Obviously, not every type of misconduct can be listed. MTA will handle each situation individually and
nothing in this handbook should be construed as a promise of specific treatment in a given situation.
MTA will endeavor to utilize progressive discipline and reserves the right in its sole discretion to
terminate the employee for misconduct.

The observance of these rules will help to ensure that our workplace remains a safe and desirable place
to work.
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5-2 Punctuality and Attendance

Employees are hired to perform important functions at MTA. As with any group effort, operating
effectively takes cooperation and commitment from everyone. Therefore, attendance and punctuality
are very important. Unnecessary absences and lateness are expensive, disruptive and place an unfair
burden on fellow employees and supervisors. Excessive absenteeism or tardiness will result in
progressive disciplinary action up to and including discharge.

We do recognize, however, there are times when absences and tardiness cannot be avoided. In such
cases, employees are expected to notify supervisors as early as possible, but no later than one hour
before the start of the shift. Asking another employee, friend or relative to give this notice is improper
and constitutes grounds for disciplinary action. Employees should call, stating the nature of the illness
and its expected duration, for every day of absenteeism.

Unreported absences of three (3) consecutive workdays generally will be considered a voluntary
resignation of employment with MTA.

(See POL-310 MTA Sick Leave Policy for details.)

5-3 Inclement Weather

Employees are expected to be at their jobs regardless of weather conditions. During extreme weather
conditions, employees who are unavoidably absent due to weather conditions may use vacation leave.
In such event, an employee is expected to contact their supervisor or dispatch as soon as reasonably
possible, in accordance with the department’s established call-in/reporting procedures.

When inclement weather conditions cause MTA to cancel service, employees shall receive
compensation equal to their scheduled work hours.

(Represented employees should refer to their respective collective bargaining agreement for specific
details regarding inclement weather.)

5-4 Use of Social Media

MTA respects the right of any employee to maintain a blog or web page or to participate in social
networking, or similar site, including but not limited to Facebook and LinkedIn. However, to protect
MTA interests and ensure employees focus on their job duties, employees must adhere to the following
rules:

Employees may not post on a blog or web page or participate on a social networking platform, such as
Twitter or similar site, during work time, or at any time with MTA equipment or property, unless on
behalf of MTA as part of the employee’s assigned job duties.

All rules regarding confidential and proprietary business information apply in full to blogs, web pages
and social networking platforms, such as Facebook, LinkedIn, or similar sites. Any information that
cannot be disclosed through a conversation, a note or an e-mail also cannot be disclosed in a blog, web
page or social networking site.
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Whether an employee is posting something on his or her own blog, web page, social networking, or
similar site or on someone else’s, if the employee mentions MTA and also expresses either a political
opinion or an opinion regarding MTA’s actions that could pose an actual or potential conflict of interest
with MTA, the poster must include a disclaimer. The poster should specifically state that the opinion
expressed is his/her personal opinion and not MTA’s position. This is necessary to preserve MTA’s
good will in the community.

Any conduct that is impermissible under the law if expressed in any other form or forum is
impermissible if expressed through a blog, web page, social networking, or similar site. For example,
posted material that is discriminatory, obscene, defamatory, libelous, or violent is forbidden. MTA
policies apply equally to employee social media usage.

MTA encourages all employees to keep in mind the speed and manner in which information posted on
a blog, web page, and/or social networking site is received and often misunderstood by readers.
Employees must use their best judgment. Employees with any questions should review the guidelines
above and/or consult with their manager. Failure to follow these guidelines may result in discipline, up
to and including discharge.

(See POL-1002 Social Media Communications Policy for details.)

5-5 Inspections

MTA reserves the right to require employees while on MTA property, to agree to the inspection of
lockers, desks, cabinets, workstations, packages, or places of concealment in response to a credible
concern or complaint under formal investigation. Employees are expected to cooperate in the conduct
of any search or inspection when required.

Personal Property

Further, MTA is not responsible for any damage to employees’ personal belongings unless the
employee’s supervisor provided advance approval for the employee to bring the personal property to
work.

5-6 Smoking in Public Places

In the interest of the health and well-being of all employees, and in compliance with RCW 70.160
Smoking in Public Places and the Expanded Clean Indoor Air Act, smoking is not allowed inside, or
within twenty-five feet of any MTA-owned facility entry or exit doorways or vehicles, including buses,
staff cars, vanpool vans, shelters and support vehicles. This includes the use of “e-cigarettes”.
Employees who wish to smoke must use designated smoking areas and dispose of their smoking
materials in the ashtrays/bins provided.
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5-7 Personal Visits and Telephone Calls

Disruptions during work time can lead to errors and delays. Therefore, we ask that personal telephone
calls be kept to a minimum, and only be made or received after working time, or during lunch or break
time.

For safety and security reasons, employees must accompany personal guests when visiting anywhere
in our facilities other than the reception areas.

5-8 Solicitation and Distribution

Solicitation for non-profit charitable organizations may be allowed by the Human Resources Manager,
provided a detailed written request is submitted in advance. Approval of displays for non-profit
solicitation purposes in non-work areas, such as lunchrooms or designated break areas may also be
granted, provided those displays do not interfere with the work activities or employee use of those areas.

Solicitation of MTA employees for any partisan political organization or purpose is prohibited on MTA
property at any time. Employees may not wear or display any sign or material relating to a political
campaign while acting as an MTA employee. MTA facility, equipment, and supplies are for MTA
business only and may not be used for any political issue or candidate.

5-9 Bulletin Boards

Important notices and items of general interest are continually posted on bulletin boards, newsletters or
other digital media. Employees should make it a practice to review these platforms frequently. This will
assist employees in keeping up with what is current at MTA. To avoid confusion, employees should
not post or remove any material from the bulletin board.

5-10 Confidential Information

During the course of work, an employee may become aware of confidential information about MTA’s
business or MTA’s clients. It is extremely important that all such information remain confidential, and
not be disclosed to those without a need to know. Any employee who improperly copies, removes
(whether physically or electronically), uses or discloses confidential information to anyone outside of
MTA may be subject to disciplinary action up to and including discharge. Employees may be required
to sign an agreement reiterating these obligations.

5-11 Conflict of Interest and Business Ethics

MTA expects its managers, officers, volunteers and employees to conduct business in accordance with
the letter and spirit of relevant laws and refrain from dishonest or unethical conduct.
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Employees shall, during both working and nonworking hours, act in a manner which will inspire public
trust in their integrity, impartiality and devotion to the best interests of MTA, its customers, and the
citizens of Mason County.

To ensure ethical and impartial business, it is prohibited for MTA employees to:

e Offer, accept or solicit money, property, service or other items of value by way of gift, favor,
inducement or loan with the intent that the offer would influence or the recipient would be
influenced by such conduct in the discharge of public duties (per RCW 42.23.070).

e Use their official position, uniform, or badge to secure special advantage in business, person
gain, or other benefit derived from such relationship.

e Use any MTA owned or leased facility, building, equipment, materials or vehicle for their
personal use or benefit, or for the personal use or benefit of any other individual. No
employee shall have unauthorized possession of company property.

e Invest or hold a financial interest, directly or indirectly, in any business entity, transaction
or business endeavor that would create a conflict between the company employee’s duty to
uphold the public trust and the individual’s private interest.

In general, the use of good judgment, based on high ethical principles, will be the guide with respect to
lines of acceptable conduct. If a situation arises where it is difficult to determine the proper course of
action, the matter must be disclosed to the immediate team manager. The team manager will
immediately inform the Human Resources Manager for the purpose of precluding any real or apparent
conflict of interest.

It is your responsibility to report any actual or potential conflict that may exist between you (and your
immediate family) and MTA.

(See POL-204 Code of Ethics for details.)

5-12 Health and Safety

The health and safety of employees and others on MTA property are of critical concern to MTA. MTA
intends to comply with all health and safety laws applicable to our business. To this end, we must rely
upon employees to ensure that work areas are kept safe and free of hazardous conditions. Employees
are required to be conscientious about workplace safety, including proper operating methods, and
recognize dangerous conditions or hazards. Any unsafe conditions or potential hazards must be reported
to management immediately, even if the problem appears to be corrected. Any suspicion of a concealed
danger present on MTA’s premises, or in a product, facility, piece of equipment, process or business
practice for which MTA is responsible must be brought to the attention of management immediately.

Any workplace injury, accident, or illness must be reported to the employee’s supervisor as soon as
possible, regardless of the severity of the injury or accident.

Refer to the MTA Health and Safety Manual for rules and guidelines governing workplace safety and
health and the handling and disposal of hazardous substances and waste. All employees must familiarize
themselves with these rules and guidelines, as strict compliance will be expected.

47

MTA Reg. Board meeting
March 17, 2026
Page 123


http://apps.leg.wa.gov/RCW/default.aspx?cite=42.23.070

5-13 Hiring Relatives/Employee Relationships

A familial relationship among employees can create an actual or potential conflict of interest in the
employment setting, especially where one relative supervises another relative. To avoid this problem,
MTA may refuse to hire or place a relative in a position where the potential for favoritism or conflict
exists.

In other cases, such as personal relationships where a conflict or the potential for conflict arises, even
if there is no supervisory relationship involved, the parties may be separated by reassignment or
discharged from employment, at the discretion of MTA. Accordingly, all parties to any type of intimate
personal relationship must inform management.

If two employees marry, become related, or enter into an intimate relationship, they may not remain in
a reporting relationship or in positions where one individual may affect the compensation or other terms
or conditions of employment of the other individual. MTA generally will attempt to identify other
available positions, but if no alternate position is available, MTA retains the right to decide which
employee will remain with MTA.

For the purposes of this policy, a relative is any person who is related by blood or marriage, or whose
relationship with the employee is similar to that of persons who are related by blood or marriage.

5-14 Employee Dress and Personal Appearance

You are expected to report to work well groomed, clean and dressed according to the requirements of
your position. Some employees may be required to wear uniforms or safety equipment/clothing. Please
contact your supervisor for specific information regarding acceptable attire for your position. If you
report to work dressed or groomed inappropriately, you may be prevented from working until you return
to work well-groomed and wearing the proper attire.

Fragrance Free Workplace

Employees or clients who are sensitive to perfumes and chemicals may suffer potentially serious health
consequences, triggered by exposure to scented products. Consequently, employees are asked to refrain
from the use of personal scented products in the workplace where the sole purpose is to produce a scent,
such as perfume, after shave, and cologne and to avoid the use of strongly scented personal hygiene
products such as laundry soap, dryer sheets, hand lotion, powder, hair spray, and deodorant.

Managers and supervisors are expected to enforce this expectation. An employee who is experiencing
health consequences due to another employee’s use of scented products should report the problem to
their supervisor to ensure appropriate action is taken.

5-15 Publicity/Statements to the Media

All media inquiries regarding the position of MTA as to any issues must be referred to the General
Manager. Only the General Manager is authorized to make or approve public statements on behalf of
MTA. No employees, unless specifically designated by the General Manager, are authorized to make
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those statements on behalf of MTA. Any employee wishing to write and/or publish an article, paper, or
other publication on behalf of MTA must first obtain approval from the General Manager.

5-16 Operation of Vehicles

An employee must have a valid driver's license in his or her possession while operating a vehicle off or
on MTA property. It is the responsibility of every employee to drive safely and obey all traffic, vehicle
safety and parking laws or regulations. Drivers must always demonstrate safe driving habits.

An employee whose work requires the operation of an MTA vehicle will be subject to routine
Department of Motor Vehicles driving records checks. This record check reports citations and accidents
on the employee's personal and commercial driving record. If such an employee’s license expires or is
suspended or revoked, he/she may be subject to disciplinary action including demotion or termination.
Should the employee fail to report immediately such a revocation or suspension of his/her license to the
appropriate team manager and instead continues to operate a MTA vehicle, that employee may be
subject to termination.

MTA-owned or leased vehicles may be used only as authorized by management.

(See Section 6-2 Portable Communication Device Use While Driving.)

5-17 Business Expense Reimbursement

MTA reimburses employees for allowable expenses incurred while traveling on MTA business that are
approved in advance by their team manager. As public employees, we are all expected to make an effort
to minimize expenses and to travel efficiently. Remember to always request government discounts. The
team manager or General Manager may approve unexpected travel expenses.

(See POL-401 Credit Card Policy and POL-402 Travel and Travel Reimbursement Policy for details.)

5-18 If You Must Leave Us

Should an employee decide to leave MTA, we ask that he or she provide a supervisor with at least two
(2) weeks advance notice of departure. Thoughtfulness will be appreciated.

All MTA property including, but not limited to, keys, credit cards, cell phones, laptop computers,
uniforms, etc., must be returned at separation. Employees also must return all of MTA’s confidential
information upon separation. To the extent permitted by law, employees will be required to repay MTA,
(through payroll deduction, if lawful) for any lost or damaged MTA property.

As noted previously, all employees are employed at-will and nothing in this handbook changes that
status.

Employees, upon separation, must sign a certification provided by the HR department attesting that
they have not used their personal device for MTA business and therefore have no agency records on
their personal device. If an employee has used their personal device for MTA business, they are required
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to download any such records and certify to HR that all MTA records have been supplied. Failure to
follow this requirement may result in your personal device being subpoenaed.

Post-Employment Reference

MTA will respond to reference requests through the Human Resources Department. MTA will provide
general information concerning the employee such as date of hire, date of discharge and positions held.
Additional information may be provided as required per 49 CFR Part 40 Procedures for Transportation
Workplace Drug and Alcohol Testing Program. Please refer all requests for references to the Human
Resources Department.

Only the Human Resources Manager or designee may provide references.
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Section 6 — Use of Information Technology
6-1 Use of Communications and Computer Systems

MTA’s communication and computer systems are intended primarily for business purposes; however,
de minimus personal usage is permitted if it does not hinder performance of job duties or violate any
other MTA policy. This includes the use of voicemail, e-mail and internet systems. Users have no
legitimate expectation of privacy in regard to their use of MTA systems.

MTA may access the voicemail and e-mail systems and obtain communications within the systems,
including past voicemail and e-mail messages, without notice to users of the system, in the ordinary
course of business when MTA deems it appropriate to do so. The reasons for which MTA may obtain
such access include, but are not limited to: maintaining the system; preventing or investigating
allegations of system abuse or misuse; investigating potential misconduct; assuring compliance with
software copyright laws; complying with legal and regulatory requests for information; and ensuring
that MTA operations continue appropriately during an employee’s absence.

Further, MTA may review internet usage to ensure that such use with MTA property or communications
sent via the internet with MTA property, are appropriate. The reasons for which MTA may review
employees’ use of the internet with MTA property include, but are not limited to: maintaining the
system; preventing or investigating allegations of system abuse or misuse; assuring compliance with
software copyright laws; complying with legal and regulatory requests for information; and ensuring
that MTA operations continue appropriately during an employee’s absence.

MTA may store electronic communications for a period of time after the communication is created.
From time to time, copies of communications may be deleted in accordance with MTA’s retention
schedule, unless the communications fall under the scope of a litigation hold.

MTA'’s policies prohibiting harassment, in their entirety, apply to the use of MTA’s communication
and computer systems. No one may use any communication or computer system in a manner that may
be construed by others as harassing or offensive based on race, national origin, sex, sexual orientation,
age, disability, religious beliefs or any other characteristic protected by federal, state or local law.

Further, since MTA’s communication and computer systems are intended for business use, all
employees, upon request, must inform management of any private access codes or passwords.

Unauthorized duplication of copyrighted computer software violates the law and is strictly prohibited.

No employee may access, or attempt to obtain access to, another employee’s computer systems without
appropriate authorization.

Violators of this policy may be subject to disciplinary action, up to and including discharge.

(See Policy 702 IT Acceptable Use and as applicable see Policy 314 Teleworking)
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6-2 Personal and Company-Provided Portable Communication Devices

MTA-provided portable communication devices (PCDs), including cell phones and laptops, should be
used primarily for business purposes. Employees have no reasonable expectation of privacy in regard
to the use of such devices, and all use is subject to monitoring, to the maximum extent permitted by
applicable law. This includes, as permitted, the right to monitor personal communications as necessary.

Some employees may be authorized to use their own PCD for business purposes. These employees
should work with the IT department to configure their PCD for business use. Communications sent via
a personal PCD also may subject to monitoring if sent through MTA's networks and the PCD must be
provided for inspection and review upon request.

All conversations, text messages and e-mails must be professional. When sending a text message or
using a PCD for business purposes, whether it is a MTA-provided or personal device, employees must
comply with applicable MTA guidelines, including policies on sexual harassment, discrimination,
conduct, confidentiality, equipment use and operation of vehicles. Using an MTA-issued PCD to send
or receive personal text messages is prohibited at all times and personal use during working hours
should be limited to emergency situations.

If an employee who uses a personal PCD for business resigns or is discharged, the employee will be
required to submit the device to the IT department for resetting on or before his or her last day of work.
At that time, the IT department will reset and remove all information from the device, including but not
limited to, MTA information and personal data (such as contacts, e-mails, and photographs). The IT
department will make efforts to provide employees with the personal data in another form (e.g., on a
disk) to the extent practicable; however, the employee may lose some or all personal data saved on the
device.

Employees may not use their personal PCD for business unless they agree to submit the device to the
IT department on or before their last day of work for resetting and removal of MTA information. This
is the only way currently possible to ensure that all MTA information is removed from the device at the
time of termination. The removal of MTA information is crucial to ensure compliance with the Public
Records Act and MTA’s confidentiality and proprietary information policies and objectives.

Please note that whether employees use their personal PCD or an MTA-issued device, MTA’s electronic
communications policies, including but not limited to, proper use of communications and computer
systems, remain in effect. Additionally, employees are advised that all work-related communications
are subject to disclosure pursuant to the Public Records Act or a legal subpoena, regardless of whether
communications occur on a personal or MTA-issued device. Employees may be required to make
content on their personal PCD available to comply with public records requests or legal subpoenas.

(See Policy 314 Teleworking)
Portable Communication Device Use While Driving

Employees who drive on MTA business must abide by all state or local laws prohibiting or limiting
PCD (cell phone or personal digital assistant) use while driving. Further, even if usage is permitted,

52

MTA Reg. Board meeting
March 17, 2026
Page 128



employees may choose to refrain from using any PCD while driving. “Use” includes, but is not limited
to, talking or listening to another person or sending an electronic or text message via the PCD.

Regardless of the circumstances, including slow or stopped traffic, if any use is permitted while driving,
employees should proceed to a safe location off the road and safely stop the vehicle before placing or
accepting a call. If acceptance of a call is absolutely necessary while the employee is driving, and
permitted by law, the employee must use a hands-free option and advise the caller that he/she is unable
to speak at that time and will return the call shortly.

Under no circumstances should employees feel that they need to place themselves at risk to fulfill
business needs.

Since this policy does not require any employee to use a cell phone while driving, employees who are
charged with traffic violations resulting from the use of their PCDs while driving will be solely
responsible for all liabilities that result from such actions.

Texting and/or e-mailing while driving is prohibited in all circumstances.

(See Policy 703 Cell Phone and Policy 704 IT Remote Access)

6-3 Use of Facilities, Equipment and Property, Including Intellectual Property

MTA provides its employees with communications hardware and software, internal and external email,
access to the internet and voicemail for the benefit of the organization and its clients. Each employee
has a responsibility to maintain and enhance MTA’s public image which includes using the technology
provided in a professional, productive, ethical and legal manner. As a condition of providing this
technology, MTA places certain restrictions on usage and expects employees to adhere to the following
guidelines, in addition to those outlined in POL-702 (Information Technology Acceptable Use).

Privacy and Security

Although MTA maintains a high degree of respect for the personal privacy of its employees, each
employee should be aware that the following guidelines may affect their privacy in the workplace. The
communication systems, as well as the equipment, data, messages, and files stored, are and remain at
all times the property of MTA. MTA thus has the right to monitor their use.

MTA reserves the right to review, audit, intercept, access and disclose all messages created, received
or sent over the email system for any purpose. At any time and without prior notice, MTA’s Leadership
Team reserves the right to examine email, personal file directories and other information stored on its
computers. Internet activity is public communication and is not private. All communications, including
text and images, may be disclosed to law enforcement or other third parties without prior consent of the
sender or the receiver.

No employee should consider his or her messages or files to be private or confidential. Even if a
message is erased, it is still possible for management to retrieve and read that message. The use of
passwords for security does not guarantee confidentiality. It is also possible for messages to be retrieved
and viewed by someone other than the intended recipient.
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Notwithstanding MTA’s right to retrieve and read any electronic mail messages, such messages should
be treated as confidential by other employees and accessed only by the intended recipient. Employees
may not retrieve or read any email messages that are not sent to them. The General Manager must
approve any exception to this policy.

Aside from performance of normal job duties, employees are not permitted to modify, copy, remove or
destroy any MTA equipment, data or files, unless specifically authorized or directed by the
General Manager or designee.

Password Protection

Computer account and password information should not be shared. Employees will be held responsible
for activity originating from their account. Any employee who suspects that his or her password is no
longer private should change the password immediately.

Appropriate Use

Employees may use personal electronic devices to access Wi-Fi that is publicly available at the agency.
However, it must be used during breaks and/or meal periods.

Inappropriate Use

Employees are prohibited from accessing the internet from MTA or using MTA equipment for any
inappropriate purposes, including but not limited to those identified in POL-702. Employees are
forbidden from using profanity or vulgarity in all MTA email and from posting to public forums, blogs,
or newsgroups from MTA or via the agency’s communication system or equipment.

This policy should be read and interpreted in conjunction with all other MTA policies, including but
not limited to, policies prohibiting harassment, discrimination, offensive conduct or inappropriate
behavior. MTA specifically prohibits employees from sending, creating, or soliciting email, voicemail
messages or any other file that would reasonably be considered offensive, harassing, inflammatory or
disruptive to any employee. Offensive content includes, but is not limited to, sexual comments or
images, racial slurs, gender specific comments or any comments that would offend someone on the
basis of their age, gender, sexual orientation, religious or political beliefs, national origin or disability.

Any attempt by employees to hide or disguise their identities while using email or internet access is
prohibited. In addition, employees may not use the agency’s communications system or equipment to
impede, slow down, or prevent the flow of information on the internet or for any illegal or unethical

purpose.

Employees must abide by all federal, state and local laws governing information sent through the
internet.
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Personal Use

Equipment provided to employees by MTA is MTA property and is provided for MTA business
purposes. MTA property includes, but is not limited to, computers, phones and office equipment (e.g.,
copiers, faxes, etc.), cars, electronic tablets and cell phones. Email and internet access through MTA’s
network are also provided for business purposes.

Software

To prevent computer viruses from being transmitted through the system, employees are not permitted
to download or install any software, unless authorized by the Technical Support Analyst. Failure to
detect viruses can result in corruption or damage to files and/or unauthorized entry into MTA’s network.
Therefore, any files that are downloaded should be treated with caution and passed through virus
protection programs prior to use.

Acknowledgment

Employees are hereby notified that use of MTA-provided technology constitutes full acceptance of the
terms of this policy and consent to monitoring. Any employee who is found to have violated any part
of these guidelines or before mentioned POL-702 may be subject to disciplinary action, up to and
including termination.

55

MTA Reg. Board meeting
March 17, 2026
Page 131



General Handbook Acknowledgment

This Employee Handbook is an important document intended to help you become acquainted with
MTA. This document is intended to provide guidelines and general descriptions only; it is not the final
word in all cases. Individual circumstances may call for individual attention.

MTA'’s operations and the contents of this handbook may be changed at any time, with or without
notice, in an individual case or generally, at the sole discretion of management.

Please read the following statements and sign below to indicate your receipt and acknowledgment of
this Employee handbook.

I have received and read a copy of MTA’s Employee handbook. I understand that the policies,
rules and benefits described in it are subject to change at the sole discretion of MTA at any time.

I further understand that this handbook is not a contract for employment. In the event of any
conflict between this handbook and a Collective Bargaining Agreement (CBA) in effect, the CBA

shall govern.

I understand that no representative of MTA other than the General Manager may alter “at will”
status and any such modification must be in a signed writing.

I understand that my signature below indicates that I have read and understand the above
statements and that I have received a copy of MTA's Employee handbook.

Employee’s Printed Name:

Employee’s Signature:

Position:

Date:

The signed original copy of this acknowledgment should be given to management - it will be filed in
your personnel file.
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Mason Transit Authority Regular Board Meeting

Agenda Item: New Business — Item 7B — Actionable

Subject: Approval of POL-311 WA Paid Family Medical Leave
Prepared by: Haley Dorian, Human Resources Manager
Approved by: Amy Asher, General Manager

Date: March 17, 2026

Background:

POL-311 Washington Paid Family and Medical Leave is presented in track changes to
highlight the one (1) change due to a January 1, 2026 change to the law.

Edit to the POL-311 is as follows:

1. Section 2.2 Eligibility Job Protection section has been updated to reflect that
employees must have worked for MTA for at least 180 days for job protection

eligibility.

Additionally, MTA’s Policy Committee and MTA’s Legal Counsel met on February 4, 2026
to review the changes.

Summary: Approve updates to POL-311 Washington Paid Family and Medical Leave.

Fiscal Impact:

None.

Staff Recommendation:
Approve.

Motion for Consideration:

Move that the Mason Transit Authority Board approve Resolution No. 2026-11
approving updated POL-311.
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Title: Washington Paid Family & Medical Leave

Number: 311
Effective: January 1, 2026September20,2022
MASON Cancels: Resolution No. 2022-1319-38
‘ MT T:I?Turls(“uw Prepared by: Haley Dorian, HR Mger&eeAnﬂ
bleblalos

Approved by: Authority Board

Resolution No. 2026-2-13

POL-311 WASHINGTON PAID FAMILY & MEDICAL LEAVE

This policy applies to all non-represented Mason Transit Authority (MTA)
employees and those in collective bargaining agreements in existence after
October 19, 2017. Employees covered by a collective bargaining agreement in
existence prior to October 19, 2017 will be eligible for benefits once the
agreement expires, and once the benefits take effect January 1, 2020.

1.0 Purpose

1.1 The Washington State Paid Family and Medical Leave (PFML) law (Chapter 50A
RCW) and supporting regulations establish a program administered by the
Washington Employment Security Department (ESD) to provide paid leave
benefits and job protection to eligible employees who need leave for certain
family and medical reasons.
2.0 Policy

2.1 Program Application
This policy provides a summary of the PFML program. Employees may obtain
additional information at www.paidleave.wa.gov. To the extent an issue is not
addressed in this policy, MTA will administer this benefit program consistent
applicable statutes and regulations.

2.2 Eligibility
Under PFML, employees may be eligible for monetary benefits and job
protection when taking leave for covered reasons. Eligibility requirements are as
follows:
o Monetary Benefits: In order to be eligible for monetary benefits from
ESD, an employee must have worked 820 hours in Washington (for any
employer or combination of employers) during the year preceding the
claim.
o—Job Protection: In order to be eligible for job protection under PFML, an «
employee must meet-have worked for MTA for at least 180 days.FMEA-eligibility

O <
An employee is ineligible for PFML benefits during any period of suspension from
employment or during which the employee works for remuneration or profit
(e.g., outside employment or contracting).

See Also: POL-310; FOR 309 Page 1 of 5
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Title: Washington Paid Family & Medical Leave

Number: 311
Effective: January 1, 2026September20,2022
MASON Cancels: Resolution No. 2022-1319-38
‘ MT T:I?Turls(“uw Prepared by: Haley Dorian, HR MgerkeeAnﬂ
bleblalog

Approved by: Authority Board

Resolution No. 2026-2-13

23 Leave Entitlement
Eligible employees are entitled to take up to 12 weeks of medical or family leave,
or a combined total of 16 weeks of family and medical leave per claim year; an
additional two weeks of leave may be available in the event the employee’s
leave involves incapacity due to her pregnancy. The claim year begins when the
employee files a claim for PFML benefits or upon the birth/placement of the
employee’s child. PMFL leave may be taken for the following reasons:

o Medical Leave: Medical leave may be taken due to the employee’s own
serious health condition, which is an illness, injury, impairment or
physical or mental condition that involves inpatient care or continuing
treatment by a health care provider, as those terms are defined under
the FMLA and RCW 50A.05.010. However, an employee is not eligible for
PFML benefits if the employee is receiving time loss benefits under the
workers compensation system.

o Family Leave: Family leave may be taken to care for a covered family
member with a serious health condition; for bonding during the first 12
months following the birth of the employee’s child or placement of a
child under age 18 with the employee (through adoption or foster care);
or for qualifying military exigencies as defined under the FMLA. For
purposes of family leave, covered family members include the
employee’s child, grandchild, parent (including in-laws), grandparent
(including in-laws), sibling, or spouse.

24 Payroll Deductions
The PFML program is funded through premiums collected by ESD via payroll
deductions and MTA contributions. The premium rate is established by law;
employees are currently responsible for two-thirds of the total premium
amount. Should the State in the future modify the PFML premium rate or the
percentage of premiums subject to collection through payroll deduction, Mason
Transit Authority will modify payroll practices to reflect those statutory changes.

2.5 PFML Application Process
An employee must apply to ESD in order to seek PFML benefits. For guidance on
the application process, please refer to the ESD website
(www.paidleave.wa.gov). Eligibility determinations will be made by ESD. If

See Also: POL-310; FOR 309 Page 2 of 5
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Title: Washington Paid Family & Medical Leave

Number: 311
Effective: January 1, 2026September20,2022
MASON Cancels: Resolution No. 2022-1319-38
‘ MT T:I?Turls(“uw Prepared by: Haley Dorian, HR I\EgerkeeAnﬂ
bleblalog

Approved by: Authority Board

Resolution No. 2026-2-13

approved, the employee will need to file weekly benefit claims with ESD to
continue receiving benefits.

2.6 Notification Requirements
An employee must provide written notice to MTA Human Resources Manager
Administrative-Services-Managerof the intent to take PFML leave. If the need
for leave is foreseeable, notice must be given at least 30 days in advance of the
leave. For unforeseeable leave, notice must be given as soon as practicable. The
employee’s written notice must include the type of leave taken (family or
medical), as well as the anticipated timing and duration of the leave. If an
employee fails to provide this required notice to the MTA, ESD will temporarily
deny PFML benefits. After receiving the employee’s notice of the need for leave,
MTA will advise the employee whether the employee is eligible for job
protection under PFML or FMLA or both.

If leave is being taken for the employee’s or family member’s planned medical
treatment, the employee must make a reasonable effort to schedule the
treatment so as not to unduly disrupt Mason Transit Authority operations.

If taking leave intermittently, an employee must notify MTA each time PFML
leave is taken so that MTA may properly track leave use.

For any PFML leave day to be permitted under this policy the employee must file
a claim for the corresponding day of leave with ESD. MTA reserves the right to
require employee confirmation of application to ESD for PFML benefit days and
will consider any PFML day that benefits were not applied for as an unapproved
absence.

2.7 PFML Monetary Benefits
If ESD approves a claim for PFML benefits, partial wage replacement benefit
payments will be made by ESD directly to the employee. The amount of the
benefit is based on a statutory formula, which generally results in a benefit in the
range of 75-90 percent of an employee’s average weekly wage, subject to a
maximum of $1,000 per week. ESD’s website is expected to include a benefits
calculator to assist employees in estimating their weekly benefit amount.

See Also: POL-310; FOR 309 Page 3 of 5
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Title: Washington Paid Family & Medical Leave

Number: 311
Effective: January 1, 2026September20,2022
MASON Cancels: Resolution No. 2022-1319-38
‘ MT T:I?T':ls(“mv Prepared by: Haley Dorian, HR MgerkeeAnﬂ
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Approved by: Authority Board
Resolution No. 2026-2-13

With the exception of leave taken in connection with the birth or placement of a
child, monetary PFML benefits are subject to a seven-day waiting period. The
waiting period begins on the Sunday of the week in which PFML leave is first
taken. The waiting period is counted for purposes of the overall duration of
PFML leave, but no monetary benefits will be paid by ESD for that week. MTA
will allow the use of paid leave accruals during the seven-day waiting period, this
leave is not considered as a supplemental benefit to PFML as the employee will
have not received a PFML benefit during this time.

Paid leave accruals (vacation, sick leave, floating holidays, compensatory time, or
any other accrued leave) are not supplemental to PFML. An employee may elect
to use such accrued leave during a PFML-covered absence, although the receipt
of accrued leave must be reported to ESD as part of the PFML claims process and
will result in a pro-rated weekly PFML benefit. Important note: failure to report
the receipt of accrued leave may result in an overpayment by ESD, which ESD
may recoup from the employee.

2.8  Coordination with Other Benefit Programs
When an employee is on leave and only receiving PFML benefits, the employee is
deemed to be in unpaid status for purposes of MTA policies and benefit
programs. Insurance coverage will be handled in the same manner as other
unpaid leaves of absence, pursuant to MTA policy and subject to any FMLA or
other legal requirements requiring continuation of coverage.

29 Job Restoration; Return to Work
An employee who is eligible for job-protected leave will be restored to the same
or equivalent position at the conclusion of PFML leave, unless unusual
circumstances have arisen (e.g., the employee’s position or shift was eliminated
for reasons unrelated to the leave). MTA may require a Job Analysis/Return to
Work form from a health care provider before restoring the employee to work
following PFML leave where the employee has taken leave for the employee’s
own serious health condition. In certain situations, the Employee may be
required to provide both a Job Analysis/Return to Work form from both a
certified medical examiner, and personal physician achieving concurrence before
returning to work. Should a safety sensitive employee be out more than 90 days,
they will be subject to a USDOT Pre-Employment drug test.

See Also: POL-310; FOR 309 Page 4 of 5
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Title: Washington Paid Family & Medical Leave

Number: 311
Effective: January 1, 2026September20,2022
MASON Cancels: Resolution No. 2022-1319-38
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Under certain conditions, MTA may deny job restoration to a salaried employee
who is among the highest paid ten percent of Mason Transit Authority
employees. If an employee taking PFML leave chooses not to return to work for
any reason, the employee should notify MTA as soon as possible.

See Also: POL-310; FOR 309 Page 5 of 5
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RESOLUTION NO. 2026-11

A RESOLUTION OF THE MASON TRANSIT AUTHORITY BOARD
APPROVING THE WASHINGTON PAID FAMILY & MEDICAL LEAVE
POLICY (POL-311) AND SUPERSEDING AND REPLACING IN FULL ANY
PREVIOUSLY ADOPTED OR APPROVED MASON TRANSIT AUTHORITY
WASHINGTON PAID FAMILY & MEDICAL LEAVE (POL-311), INCLUDING
RESCINDING RESOLUTION NO. 2022-13.

WHEREAS, the Mason Transit Authority ("MTA") Washington Paid Family and Medical
Leave Policy (POL-311) was previously approved by the Mason Transit Authority Board on
September 20, 2022; and

WHEREAS, the policy is being updated to reflect a change to Section 2.2 relating to job
protection; and

NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE MASON TRANSIT AUTHORITY
BOARD that the attached revised Washington Paid Family & Medical Leave Policy (POL-311) is
approved and shall supersede and replace in full any previously adopted or approved MTA
Washington Paid Family & Medical Leave Policy (POL-311), including rescinding Resolution
No. 2022-13.

Adopted this 17t day of March, 2026.

Randy Neatherlin, Chair Wes Martin, Vice Chair

Cyndy Brehmeyer, Authority Member Tom Gilmore, Authority Member

Richard Lee, Authority Member [Vacant], Authority Member

[Vacant], Authority Member Pat Tarzwell, Authority Member
Resolution No.2026-11  Pagelof2
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Sharon Trask, Authority Member

APPROVED AS TO CONTENT:

Amy Asher, General Manager

APPROVED AS TO FORM:

Robert W. Johnson, Legal Counsel

ATTEST: DATE:
Tracy Becht, Clerk of the Board

Page 2 of 2
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Agenda Item: Item 7C —-Actionable

Subject: Authorization to sign WSDOT Grant Agreement
Prepared by: Amy Asher, General Manager

Approved by: Amy Asher, General Manager

Date: March 17, 2026

Background:

MTA has received formula grant funds from the Washington State Department of
Transportation for both the Paratransit Special Needs Formula program and the Rural
Mobility Formula Grant Program. There are no matching funds required for these
grants. In order to receive these funds, MTA must first submit an application to describe
how the funds will be used. Those grant applications have been submitted and staff are
awaiting contracts. The General Manager is seeking permission to sign the following
grant agreements once received:

e Replace 16 Cutaway Buses and Improve Bus Stops: $2,883,210 in
Paratransit Special Needs Formula Grant Funding.

e Sustain Fixed Route Operating: $1,702,306 in Rual Mobility Formula Grant
Funding.

These two projects are in the adopted 2026 Budget.

Summary: Request for approval for the General Manager to sign grant
agreements.

Fiscal Impact: Allows for receipt $4,585,516 in budgeted formula grant funds.

Staff Recommendation: Approve

Motion for Consideration: Move to authorize the General Manager to sign the two
forthcoming grant agreements from WSDOT to Replace 16 Buses and Improve Bus
Stops and Sustain Fixed Route Operating.
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Mason Transit Authority Regular Board Meeting

Agenda Item: Staff Report Item 9A dnformational
Subject: Financial Reports — February 2026
Prepared by: Lissa McClanahan. Finance Manager
Approved by: Amy Asher, General Manager

Date: March 17, 2026

Summary for Informational Purposes:
Included are the updated February 2026 Financial Reports.
Highlights:

e February Fuel Prices: Diesel $0, Unleaded $0, Propane $2.06
o We did not purchase Diesel or Gas in February.

Sales Tax Revenue

Sales tax revenue for December 2025 (received February 2026) was $737,559, 12% overthe
2025 budgeted amount, and a 6% /ncrease from December 2024.

Year-to-Date Revenue & Expenses

It is expected that YTD revenue and expenses will be 17% (2/12) of the budget at the end of
the month. The total YTD Revenue is under budget at 10.8%, due to operating grants. The
total YTD Operating Expenses are over budget at 15.9%.

Wages and Benefits are slightly under budget at 16.1%.
Insurance is over budget as our 2024 assessment was adjusted to reflect more miles
driven than originally estimated.

o Other Operating Expenses are over budget at 22.9% due to yearly memberships at
beginning of year.

Fiscal Impact:

February fiscal impact reflects total revenues of $686,796, and operating expenses of
$787,970; for a net /oss of $101,174.
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Mason Transit Authority Statement of Financial Activities
% through the year: 17%
March 2026 Board Report

Percentage
Statement of Financial Activities February AU D 2026 Budget Notes of Budget
Actual
Used
Revenue
Passenger Fares- Community Van $ - $ - $ - 0.0%
PSNS WorkerDriver 6,380 14,300 87,000 16.4%
Total Operating Revenue (Fares) 6,380 14,300 87,000 16.4%
Sales Tax 567,917 1,124,323 8,032,489 1 14.0%
Operating Grants - - 3,991,983 0.0%
Rental Income 10,499 20,995 131,410 16.0%
Investment Income 108,279 219,444 600,000 36.6%
Other Non-operating Revenue (6,279) 13,831 25,000 2 55.3%
Total Revenue 686,796 1,392,893 12,867,882 10.8%
Expenses
Wages and Benefits 617,814 1,444,446 8,955,758 16.1%
Contracted Services 10,742 22,521 316,370 7.1%
Fuel 37,462 77,424 650,500 11.9%
Vehicle/Facility Repair & Maintenance 19,275 51,848 326,325 15.9%
Insurance 36,421 118,641 437,049 27.1%
Intergovernmental - Audit Fees 10,751 10,891 57,000 19.1%
Facility Rent and Park & Ride - - 1,500 0.0%
Utilities 17,375 32,935 203,800 16.2%
Supplies & Small Equipment 28,729 59,727 378,300 3 15.8%
Training & Meetings 812 3,060 72,266 4.2%
Other Operating Expenses 8,587 42,680 186,547 4 22.9%
Pooled Reserves - 120,000 0.0%
Total Operating Expenses 787,970 1,864,174 11,705,415 15.9%
Net Income (Deficit) from Operations $ (101,174) $ (471,281) $ 1,162,467

NOTES

Monthly sales tax amounts are based upon budgeted amounts and not actuals received.

Includes: Sale of Maintenance Services; Gain/Loss on Disp. of Asset; Sales Tax Interest Income; Insurance
Recoveries; WSTIP Network Safety Grant; WSTIP Risk Management Grant; Other Non Transportation Revenue - ;
plus other misc. non-operating revenue.

Printing; Cleaning/Sanitation/Safety supplies; Office Supplies; Shop Supplies; Small Tools & Equipment; IT
Equipment; Communications Equipment; Operating Supplies; Small Equipment & Furniture; Software; Postage - ;
plus other misc supplies and small equipment.

Includes budget line items from Unemployment Insurance, Advertising/Promotion, Dues, Memberships and
Subscriptions; CDL Medical Exams; Rent-CDL Training; Vehicle Registration fees; Office Equip Lease; Small tools
repair; plus Other misc. operating expenses.
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Mason Transit Authority Cash and Investments
March 2026 Board Report
Cash Balances

1/31/2026 2/28/2026 Change
Cash - MC Treasurer $ 6,991,902.26 $ 7,432,305.72 $ 440,403.46
Investments - MC Treasurer 33,750,000.00 33,750,000.00 -
Payroll - ACH Columbia Bank $ 212,885.10 $ 209,833.64 (3,051.46)
Petty Cash/Cash Drawers - - -
TOTAL $ 40,954,787.36 $ 41,392,139.36 $ 437,352.00
Cash Encumbrances
2026 MTA Capital Budget Items Remaining* $ 5,031,442.17
*(Includes MTA funded items and Grant Funded items that will be reimbursed)
Reserves:
General Leave Liability (Vacation/Sick) 454,171.94
Emergency Operating Reserves 3,883,316.00
Facility Repair Reserve 150,000.00
Emergency/Insurance Reserves 100,000.00
Future Operating Reserves 4,100,000.00
Capital Project Reserves' 22,000,000.00
Fuel Reserves 120,000.00
IT Investments 80,000.00
Total Encumbered $ 35,918,930.11

Total of Cash $ 41,392,139.36

Less Encumbrances 35,918,930.11

Undesignated Cash Balance Total (Including Reserves) 5,473,209.25
Investments - MC Treasurer (Reserves) 33,750,000.00

Less Encumbrances 35,918,930.11

Undesignated Cash Reserves $ (2,168,930.11)

Sales Tax Revenue received in excess of the budgeted amount placed in Capital Project Reserves.
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ADOPTED Mason Transit Authority 2026 Capital Budget

Capital Projects Budget Grants MTA Funding YTD Purpose
Replacement Lockers for Drivers at JP 7,000 7,000 Replace aging lockers for staff at JP facility.
Badge Access Door Locks 5,000 5,000 4,318 Door locks for Belfair building
Bus stop improvements to include paving ADA pads, shelters,
. benches, lighting and signage as we transition from flag stops.
Bus stop improvements 200,000 200,000 3321 Continuing project. Rolling over $106,000 from 2025 for shelter
delivery delay. Grant funded with PTSN.
Capital Facilities Improvements 50,000 50,000 Carry Forward. Improve Capital Facilities
Parking lot seal & Repair 100,000 100,000 Pall'k.and Ride maintenance to |ncl.ude paving, sealing, re-
striping. JP reseal cracks and repair.
Propane Conversion Kits 67,000 67,000 ;Ir']zr;atlzlonversmn kits for new propane vehicles. MTA staff to
Propane fueling station Belfair 25,000 25,000 $15,000 for prep and 10k for pedestals
HVAC Replacement at JP Maintenance 45,000 Replacement of tvyo units past useful life at JP facility. Moving
from gas to electric.
Bus Wheel Washer 10,000 Wheel washer for large coaches.
Operations and Admin Laptops 34,000 34,000 2,670 Replacement laptops for Administrative and Operations
department.
Roll over from 2025. Need sign replacement in 5 buses and a
. new voice announcement system that ties into our GPS system.
Automated Voice Announcements 150,000 150,000 ADA requirement. Grant funded with Sales Tax Equalization
funds.
Rollover from 2025. To be done in late December. Sign at TCC
- that will tell riders when the next bus will arrive. Ties into our
Next Bus Signage at TCC 50,000 50,000 45,776 GPS units on the bus. Grant funded with Sales Tax Equalization
funds. 7his was in Dec 2025, pd in 2026
Heated Pressure Washer 6,000 6,000 Replacgment pressure washer for facilities staff to maintain
properties and shelters.
Rollover from 2025. Begin design for new MTA admin and
MTA Johns Prarie Base Facility Updates 800,000 800,000 training facility. Administrative building has been in TIP since
2020.
Total Misc Capital Projects 1,494,000 400,000 1,149,000 56,086
Six buses are a roll over from 2025 because delivery won't
Replace 16 cutaway buses 2,883,210 2,883,210 occur until January. Ten buses to be ordered early 2026
and delivered 2026.
Replace 1 Transit Coach 770,708 770,708 Grant funded with Sales Tax Equalization funds. Order in
2026 for delivery in 2027. Will be paid in 2027.
Bucket and utility truck for maintenance staff to access
Maintenance Bucket/Utility Truck 100,000 60,390 TCC atrium, lights and cameras at park and rides, taller
lights and shelters at bus stops, gutters at facilities.
Total Vehicle Replacements $ 3,653,918 $ 2,883,210 $ 100,000 $ 60,390
Proposed 2025 Capital Projects $ 5,147,918 $ 3,283,210 $ 1,249,000 $ 116,476
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Mason Transit Authority Sales Tax Receipts
March 2026 Board Report

Sales Tax Collected as of 02/28/2026 for 12/31/2025

January
February
March
April

May

June

July
August
September
October

November
December

% Change
2022 2023 2024 2025 Budget 2025 Actual 202> Budget o4 2(?25
Variance Actual
492,351 528,201 545,346 511,762 571,369 12% 5%
513,550 539,128 559,272 533,760 559,874 5% 0%
646,582 616,540 640,405 671,807 657,816 2% 3%
599,278 599,059 619,533 622,720 652,214 5% 5%
620,580 656,593 671,706 644,825 751,785 17% 12%
677,991 731,134 724,483 704,400 979,805 39% 35%
653,250 679,614 723,443 687,165 768,939 12% 6%
678,818 670,272 697,897 714,017 709,924 1% 2%
733,099 702,464 701,098 771,045 744,108 3% 6%
652,444 613,829 634,367 624,734 664,350 6% 5%
622,319 609,293 628,216 654,660 622,742 -5% 1%
624,958 679,178 695,672 657,432 737,559 12% 6%
7515228  7,625304 7,841,438 7,798,327 8,420,486

Budget Variance Average - YTD

% Change 2024 vs 2025 Actual Average - YTD

8%

7%

Capital Reserves

59,607
26,114
(13,991)
29,494
106,960
275,405
81,774
(4,093)
(26,937)
39,616
(31,918)
80,127

622,159
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MTA MANAGEMENT REPORTS [3/17/2026

-

MTA MANAGEMENT REPORTS

Submitted to MTA Authority Board March 17, 2026

GENERAL MANAGER’S REPORT

External Activities:

e Attended Mason Economic Development Council Executive Committee and Board meetings.

e Attended Washington State Transit Insurance Pool (WSTIP) Executive Committee meetings.

e Facilitated WSTIP Board Development Committee meeting.

e Attended American Public Transportation Association Marketing, Communications, and Customer
Experience Workshop in Savannah, GA to receive Ad Wheel Marketing Award on behalf of the
Washington State Transit Association.

e Attended the Association of Governmental Risk Pools conference in Nashville, TN.
e Attended Washington State Transit Association legislative update meetings.
e Attended Peninsula Regional Transportation Planning Organization Executive Board meeting.

Internal Activities:

Facilitated various staff meetings.
Attended State Audit Entrance Conference for 2023 audit. Met with Audit Staff to review processes in
place in 2023.

e Submitted WSDOT grants for review.

e Attended WSDOT Administrative Site Visit.

TEAM UPDATES

MAINTENANCE/FACILITIES - Paul Bolte

Outreach and meetings: Attended MTA Board Meeting, NW Transit Warranty meeting

Facilities and Fleet Projects/Purchases/Maintenance Working on procurement of one 35-foot Gillig for
2028, Working on finishing procurement of maintenance bucket truck and training, tools and graphics
Working on finishing YMCA new shelter, procuring new HVAC for maintenance building.

T-CC Events/Maintenance

e  Gym:. Pickleball sessions numbered 357 participants this February. Special Olympics B.B. welcomed
57 athletes.

e Kitchen: The total number of kitchen users in February was 19 people. Kitchen hoods were cleaned by
Power clean on 2/26.

e Conference Room: The regular MTA Board Meeting welcomed 12 members this month. Other MTA
meetings numbered around 6 employees. Grant County Special Meeting had 8 guests attending.

OPERATIONS - Jason Rowe

e Ridership: Ridership for the month of February reflected the typical seasonal decline that occurs
during shorter service months. The reduction in total service days and hours contributed to a slight dip
in overall ridership compared to prior months. Staff will continue monitoring trends as we move into
the spring months, which historically brings a gradual increase in ridership activity.

o National Transit Employee Appreciation Day: On March 18, we will recognize National Transit
Employee Appreciation Day. This provides an opportunity to acknowledge and celebrate the dedication
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and hard work of Mason Transit Authority employees who help ensure reliable, safe, and accessible
transportation services for our community each day. Internal recognition efforts are planned to
highlight the contributions of our operators, maintenance staff, administrative team, and support
personnel.

e Van Grant Program: All recipients selected through the Van Grant Program have successfully taken
possession of their vehicles. Staff will continue to provide ongoing support and oversight to ensure the
vans are being utilized effectively to expand mobility options for community organizations and the
populations they serve.

o Outreach Activities: During the past month, outreach staff participated in several community
engagement opportunities, including a YMCA Advisory meeting and community resource fair, as well
as the CWCOG quarterly meeting. These events provided valuable opportunities to connect with
partner organizations, share information about available transit services, and identify potential
collaboration opportunities.

In addition to event participation, outreach efforts have continued through the distribution of Mason
Transit Authority informational materials at key locations throughout the county to increase public
awareness of available services.

While no Rider Empowerment Sessions were conducted during February, staff have been actively
coordinating upcoming sessions scheduled for March. These sessions are designed to assist
community members in understanding how to effectively access and utilize MTA services, helping to
reduce transportation barriers for new and existing riders.

HUMAN RESOURCE - Haley Dorian

e Staff leave management, various staff meetings, and bi-weekly payroll processing.

2025 Employee of the Year/Wall of Fame Winner awarded: Congratulations to MTA Driver, lvan
Hernandez!

Wellness Program Management: MTA is a 2026 WellCity! Preparing for upcoming 2026 events.
Assistance as needed with various audits in review.

Continued formatting on MTA Handbook update for board approval.

Attended virtual SHRM-Oly Chapter meeting on Al and what it means for HR & Leadership.

Scheduling and planning efforts for upcoming quarterly Lunch with Leadership staff meeting as well as
effective communication training(s).
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Mason Transit Authority Regular Board Meeting
Agenda Item: Staff Reports Item 9C — Informational

Subject: Operational Statistics

Prepared by: Jason Rowe, Operations Manager
Approved by: Amy Asher, General Manager
Date: March 17, 2026

Background:

The attached ridership data displays Total Ridership, Demand Response “Dial-a-Ride”
and Fixed Route with combined Total Ridership monthly since 2022.

To be easily identifiable, 2026 passenger trips are labeled with the actual number.

February follows its normal trend; we always see a dip in ridership. This is mostly
attributed to the fact that February is the shortest month and has the least about of
service hours.

We continue to see great route utilization and expect to see a rise in Worker driver
numbers moving forward with their construction project starting up soon. Dial-a-Ride
has continued to grow at a steady pace, and we expect that to continue as we do more
outreach and advertise this service to the public.

When ridership is analyzed in relation to the number of service hours provided,
February’s performance remained steady. The lower overall figures reflect fewer
operating hours—not a drop in usage or interest in our services.
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Total Ridership
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